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PREFACE 

■ ire mjo($i%i%' 

'm the Worfhip of, 
God bad foen Very 
thucb *nerfeEk'd-^unskilfitfly\ 
f*foMd< ;antd%" Mr-fety*,'. 
ifcmptfifin '■' of tbt~&eam^ 





• * . * 



fdme tate^mmpts **ri±ftfM> 
f tit to tedvbtfle' Art, arid f»" 
courage the *Pra&kii 

% * 



iv The Pftf face? 

Among other Defigns of this 
Hature? ;fcWeeK-<kyXe&- 

£u££ At-wkiek the. fall f\ttiiti+ 

Sermons were preached, and 
that has hem continttd feVefal 
tern for the Service of $eli- 
gm, And fariiadat^ tjtz&z 
couragement of Singbg, hat 
not been the leaft confederate, 
rm the leaft y-jtryky&k ana] 

v 4nd jg we thought fit. at 

firPra&iee, W m ram, 
handled as it was generally itt, 
firfflrm'dt f& pe , t&ag^t if* 
cdd be w tpkte t*<ir& froper 
than *f fueb a Place. 2nd 
tho they mere ftr(Hmd«rtakm 9 
and mm ptffljh'd at the De- 
fire 



'The.Stli I5-S r^y 

Jre of the Qentkmen that en- 
couragemdfupportit^ and fy 
their particular life J Jtf *e 
think our felVes cmarn'd to 
Jeclare, That asm Profefs to 
follow the Guidance of no otbe? 
Spirit but that of God, W to 
be of any Party hut that of all 
firious Chrifiians ; fo they art 
finctrdy direfted to the common 
Benefit, and have no iwer or 
tribe con find an Jim, than 
the^atisfaclion and Jffiftance 
sf all the Serious and Sincere. 
^Upwjio/ our Reverend Pa- 
ther$ bnployd exctllent Tains 
in the fever al Volumes of the 
M6rnii?g-Le&ures t hat were 
' devoted to the Service of Prao' 
tioal Religion, iriftedd of 
medling with the angry Dip- 

A I pfites, 



* ■ 

vi The ?kI facei f 

fwte?, indtk fort/*/ (garrets 
if the Junes 5 and have been 
pery ufeful to the World: -and 
w thought it no way improper 
Wmfutatle to the Character 
W Citcumfiance of younger 
Ml'niftcrs, to he wtiRng to 
ferite fo excellent an Jnterejl ; 
and hope we may moVe in this 
lower Sphere without any jufi 
Cerifure. v 

It will he neeeffary to oh- 
ferVe, That tho the prefent ■ 
IDiftourfes may not he fo uni- 
form and of a Tiece t or wrought 
t>ff with fo even a Thred, 
as if cempos'd hy a jingle 
IHand; like the different lb- 
louring* of federal Hands in a ' 
Pitlnre: yet they haye upon 
that Account their Advantage 

1. * and 



The £ r i f a c'b? m < 

*fo jfiiAr things ba^pek fome- 
timei to"$e faid fyfeveral, 
yet they are always directed t* 
a different Puipofe, W ex- 
freff in a different Marmer. 
'And it may he fame* Gratifi- 
cation to the innocent Curiofky, 
as well as fome Help to the 
real Benefit of the ftrious Rea- 
der, to fee the fame ih'trgp 
held in a different Light , and 
ehth*d in a different firefs ; 
and may give the greater Jd- 
Vantage to the Evidence and 
Beauty of Divine Truth, ' So 
that what is wanting in fk Sym- 
metry of Parts y or Equality of 
Stile, is made up in the IHea* 
fure of Variety ,• like the grate- 
ful Cdnfufion of different 

Flowers 



Vltt. 



X ' 

The Pre vacs.' 

Fttwers in a pUafant Field, 
or the pleafing Harmony art- 
jing from the Composition of 
JeVtral Sounds. 

We jbaB only 4dd, that if 
w bad know? any thing fo 
diftinttly writ upon the $ub~ 
jecl, form'd out of the Scrip- 
ture, and fitted for common 
Ufe i me J&ould ka*e thought 
lie prefent Undertaking the. 
left necejjary. And we art 
witting to hope it may not hi 
wholly fruhlefs, and without 
Succefs, as we earneftly de/ire 
it may be attended with the 
DiYme $leffing. 
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Of the Duty of 

SI NGI NGJ 



SERMON I. 



% Tfa N£ f UbRE Of 

SPrflhr'Lfcw to thC'followiag Difcourfoi, I 
*A>J hiYft rf tafra .thefe W6r4.4t&.tk 
EOTfldartioa of . what X ha*e : £a. 
offer upon that Matter, and lhall 
in* few wojd*|he?w their Rela- 
tion to the Context, 
tin iff ffrcfcotfig Zhzftevs'i& 
J^fHfe^fTe^mhe ^ca*T*uth* ©fr 
the Gofpel, and in this begins a 
praaicai/Extortatioi^, grounded 
uppjLwhat lie bad, Ijeen thetp e$a- 
bliQnijlg i 'Froj&i the QrfiiideJration 
of what he had there faid, pre£» 
fin& Heavenly-minded nefs_ anc£ 
Mortification*, from Verfe . i « to 
12. f«pm whence t* tk« r<fc*y he 
urges to the particular Dutys of 
Charity, Peace and Tharifcfiitriefs \ 
^nd as a- Means in order \% reto di-* 
feSfethe diligent vf Stu% of the 
Scriptures, which' duly entertained 
ft J imJlT, a*e able- to *ttafce. ntvoifovfy* Sal- 
1 &*f*W y * 4«d: 5^r*ic{ulaf iyt €»joins 

the^wy% */ FfalmqWyms 7 <wd 

Spiritual Songs, as tending tOMMO- 

**«e the 'lutefeit ^Eol&^rs 
oar Hearts arid Liv$s. - 4 . 

In the Words, we £ive^ the A&y 
the Obje&:,the Ma$u . tfceBn* 

of tllMB^io^dDtfe f o«i thr 

joint 




thApBty (jf'S'ljSGtJi g.' 9 

)oiiit"Cbbfideratiott whereof we&iffc. £ 
may form a Definition of it, w <>VN# 

exa&as we are concerii'd to have. 

I. The j&tteSiHgiAg-'t the gene- 
ral Notion of which is Jfekking 
mufiedJy.- and ' I ftiouM bat abate 
yotw Patience in detaining you, 
while I -Unfitted more largely srpon 
a matter wliich is fo obvious to 
t2ie:*HcanefE Underfta-nding. 

: II. The Qbjeil iiPfalrrtu Hymns'* 



what we call ferfe orMatvev' - J 
But t'.'^he Object of Singing in 
geueifai beV^Mt^Go Wpo^-esi ' or 
mrds&ti&tahfv,--l fieedflot telf 
you that? file GMijeft-f'f Singing,, 
^'it-is an Act of RcHg. r o3 Wor-**"' 
. fhipy is Tiivife and S^'jitual Songs, 
*W Com-pSfwres whicn contain a 
iWvine of Spiritual Senfc, whofe 
fubjea Matter is God, hUKature, 
Bi Per- 



Serjn. .1. fcrfeciion^and wonderful Work?,' 
^Y^accwdia&.ta : tfae Discovery whiciv 
~'r£,,h'av,niade of himlelf .m.hi9< 
Word, which we call the Scrips 
tares of, the Old and New.Teftsh- 
meat. . ,-■;-, ,,.. 

And I conceive that whatever 
Songs are Scriptural are the pro- 
per Objeft of Singing, .as. it i% unw 
der prefent Confiderationt. efper- 
daily thofe which treat of Chriflj, 
and the Benefits of his Redemp- 
tion. For I can by no means be 
of their mind, . who in the public . 
Congregations would confine us ta,: 
that Collection of the Jewik ?S*k-. 
mody, which is call'd the ffilmf^ 
Bavid t for Reafoas which 1 muffc t , 
not give, becaufe I am not allo.w'dL : 
to invade another's Province. jX' 
come next, ' ; C 



tfoe Mknner of Performance is : ans e rrii : f 1 - 
elfeitialpart, and the Neglect' d?i>vS3 
it'will, in the fight of Gott,'deJ 
aSttrinate that Trifling and Hy pc# 
crify, which Men would have paf<? 
for Divine Service or Worftnp.- 
Therefore, 

* §. i. It mult be mth Qrtue to the" 
Mem- There'muftbe a Concur^ 
rence of -Heart and Voice! God' 
does' indeed require the Col-vat c/h i: XIV. 
the Lip, but mere Praifes will not*, 
be an acceptable Sacrifice. There-* 
fore'-EUvHr-callsupon his.Sntf to : 
Heft the- tordi *nd M that waspf G i;t. 
«*r/W» hint n Mifs 6h£, kely Name.. ■ 

Agreeably to which the Apoftlc 
drtcr5,:that we Ihoold m*iemehdyEph.y., 9 . 
lit ear Beam to the herd. And 
indeed" it is .a rul'd Cafe, that he- iTim. Iv. 

Now e. 

leart 

be a ' 
Man. • 
Sin- ' 
b the 
" the 

i his • ; 

Yea, 
it 



6 . The Nature.^- 

Serm. L it mult needs be a provoking thing 

V^yVto a holy and jealous Gdd, for 

thafe tofing his Praife^tl?at.de*-> 

pife his Government; andhatbftte 

Laws, Stich People do but lye urn*- 

him with > their Mouths^ and flatter 
him with their Lip* And even a 
Man of eona man Difcretion would 
lefs refent- the Curfes. of an Ene- 
my, 'than openrand notorious Flat- 
tery. It is mocking and infulting 
.the great God, for Men at once 
to praife his Name, and live in an 
habitual Defiance of him. ~ It is a 

3. *of lfrael **. abd therefore we * fhoaki « 

refolve as David did, / wilt t»4fh 

?UXXVU m y handy in Innocence, and p> y wilt*I* 

4> 7. campkfs thim^Mtatt^ v O sLord : ?&a* * 

; .. J -may: fbbfijh'ipitb 'the ' Wbic*>-ty^ 

wendrcis Wjxrks* . 

(2.) It mufl: be in the lively. 
Exerdfe of: particular Graces j. a% 

■ D-3 JCntfyl&Ag." A Man mofbf 
UBderftandaad^aaually consider ^ 
what he.faiysj when he' fifigsi the . 
Pf.XLVH.P^ifcs of God : ~S-?tgy* Prtifes 
7. rath Vndirftwding. Other wife 

"what he dots. \* no '-wore - ai> -Aft? 

:i 1 H of 



of Worflttp-or TBef^tttfc Wfta 9erpj. -l| 
the Noife of a rauficaitn;ttniitieirti V"^M 
Hfc is properly bat ' *t '■ Jmtdjnjr iCotxm 
Brttfu and a tivhlivg' Cymbal. 

£2.3 £»>& •For without, Faith it 
is ivrpoffibh to ftiafe Qod. ' And h( Heb.XI.S- 
that comer to him tfiufi'belie.ve that 
kr-if, and that be u M'Rmarder • of at 
thtm thatdi 

great Comma MM.XXU- 

tbeLqrdthy 

&c. Aces 1 

yarded. as t\ 

table Obedi 

Snuft be' a b 

If. it don't 1 

vmh Gratii 

-tiop. tf tl .'.::/■■'. 

Jrre, Delig 

•.Songs of Pi 

Significant - ? 

fidering th 

impos'd op Heb.IV. 

■poked and of 

we have to do* 

n<£]' fiamitity. Thd Cnftom 

hasnotmade it ufual to fcneelhi 

Singing as in Praying, yet an e- 

qual Ptoftration of Soul becomes 

B 4 us 



S£v$u-}.v& in both, confidering what aa 

i^^^uManite, pittance ,there is between 

ps. and the Objeft of oar SoqgJ, 

and how he is exalted '.far ~<4>oyf ' $U 
Blejfmg and P raife, the HalUlujaht 

of the' Angels as well as xhfjHti 
fanriahs of the Saints j Especially 
remembring that we are Sinners 
and fo deferve to be in that; place 
where the Circuroftances of the 
miferable Inhabitants extort weep- 
info nailing^ and gnafhing of tttth % 
inftead of Praife and joyful Accla- 
mations. 

§. 2. It muft be in the Namt. of 

the Lord Jefus Chrift 5 vtr. 1 7, 

7 atber by tymZ 

i of .tfc Ar 
Eph.ia •sui±m th* 

u. • T he ln»- 

ioQ is, tha£ 

IFcr'd up ty 

m of, Chrifo. 

ocures Ac* 

ceptance for our Praifes as well 

"as Prayers. The fame Hand muft; 

prefent, andthefajne Incenieper* * 

fume both. ' r: 



the D*tj*f$iWG£v(G' c» 1 

* -, : ; ' ' 1 - \ Seta?*?-- 
IV. The£#</of Shmingis twp-c^Y>J> 
fold : The Glory of God, and. 
mutual Edification. 

§. i. The Glory of God. , This 
is the ultimate End of a Cjiriftian 
in all his A&ipns, .and. efpecially 
Religious j H^/0 *#W/? Praife x ?C U ttlfr 
glorifies pie. I need not tell you, 
that we caa't make God more glo-» 
riot^s than he is ncceffarily, . e^n- 
tiajy^ ^nd eiecnally^ buttyjpiai* 
liAg Gpd, we acknowledg anet 
proclaim his Glory* 

§. 2. Mutual Edification ; and 
particularly* _, , ,- . - 

- : 00 ifyjtfMfy** . 3?d Adfyomtifyt 
Ttyckivg m$- Adfcpwjhiqg, otp. *»** 
liber , &e ,Novy this E^id , is admi* 
irably^nfwer'd^ypfal^Si Hymns* 
and* £o£g% «i which important 
Truths are mapy $i#e? jBpft * ggee- 
aWy piropos'd* jgof^ *f$ T Jm- 
pre£s'd rt and ;be$$e$ r$m&jtiw'& 
than Qtherw^. Upon; ?yi|L§b ap^ 
count it has-been v^uoj in alV' 
' Ages v .even thqfe ,raoft rempter 
frqm^the :Bfqtep4time, anrf «m11[ 
I^rwhere .tW has &$n *a$ 

R^SW ;* 9»fiffl?4i * <|r v jp«kjicfe 
:.: B $ Worlhip 



*o " •'>*•►> 
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Serrt, V Wof Ihjp paid to a Superior Beings 
*^VVto deliver what ttfey coated Ta- 
rred Myfterys ih Ve*fe^ and tdfe* 
that Verfe to Ttm^s. But this 
needs not be infifted *m. 
(2.) Comfort. According to thatj 
. // any mAn- afflicted? ht him fray* 
* * // any merry ? let him Jinjr Vfalms. 
' But a* aTT thefe things will fall 
in undef other Head^ I afliattow'd 
only : to mention ViH : i; end that 
^gems^ffioienttJO^aarT^er ftif-De^ 
igr*, width was'to-ftow- the Na~ 
<ureof the Ordmmct. 



\, . 



From t what has been fiid T I 
Itfight" drW ftv£ral : dfcftl 'ihfe- 
rtrifces'^ ' tot ^nfi&tririg tfrafc -tfnf 1 
DifcOtif fe* is- kft ; !nt<odudory^t» 
the teft, I^ftaH oitty'liHmtkm two 
«"r three thirig^ to whieh the Ge- 
neral Head* ftfelylead riie^ As,-' 
;il That' cfcr^fflna Jng^ fliould &*> 
:& jmjfatF 4$ may ? ^be j : : P^r *fig 
vftere God' Kas tierry'd* a- Voice or 
an-Earf? be % ill ircti^^ wha£ % 
fce has not given, yet^ltrfely we 
iiould fe^<*ffi#te«?tHe3^W£ 




i 



the Du&tf B i frcstfCG. \* 

iftuft aeeGunt far it: aj^\^^wiSfr^| S iy 
ifjiQgifle what the Gpnfaj^acqs afr'VN?<3> 
oar Negkd will be* if w^<yoafid^ '* ^ ; 
that awful Text,. C*/r/W kith ^Jf^ial.l. r^ 
<te*<z#r tftbwci hit h **. kh B* rjfc 4 ; M4*\ 
<tmb vcivak >4$d facrific&h vm*? t>h#>. 
Lord a cortupt thing. lodged &u& 
belt ihall be accepted* be it eyes 
fy mfeau v but nothing ,leftj jfcilfc 
Iferegardedj beat ever fot good* 
And the Reafoa & obviotis j ;bp-r 
tfatffe to put off God with- fujjf 
thing ftiortof the belt, .muft afeeidt 
foe a high Affront, to hin^, whoJt 
infinitely exalted ,ahom afr #/<$>*$ 
tftdFraify and defenres if6njt^ 
better fromus.fchati our tkft cagv 
*&&.• Ith true, the Muitqk $£ oufc 
Voice is a matter* o£ie&. import 
f«f»ce than thfe Melody of.fctfp 
Ifeart r f -but ; notr. t l\ea?afere, jt$ btf 
nfcglefted * becaofe.' a t wjjy j»iattt$ t . . , y- ^ 
C&cdJttftaiice may ; bt .exprefRye, <af ' 
*/|*m*fc deal of Etecy or J>ifo^ 
diwicev £s fufSciently .appears ia 
tfe^Ga& of our fir ft. Patents- : , 1ft 
a^tffctti, ?i: ra»y;*a$ply . m tfteiprey- 
fiS«C&le tjtat^ofi onijiLotfdia f ^aoi ' 
*%Wfr?&fe**gfa fpdjtv dmvt. drnts Lute*t$£ 
Md mt left the uketi&wddia; cmd* 2, 
-I ii, lay "" L 



-.: 
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Serffl. I. lay the ftrefs of what I have faicfc 
^JVNj' upon that of the Apoftle, Glorify 
ao ^ ' 'God in your Body, And in your Sfi~ 
" r/>/* wKdfc are his. 

2. If the Objed of Singing is 
Scriptural Songs, theji, undoubted- 
ly we mult not mingle our own 
Inventions, Fancy v and private 
Opinions, with the great and ob- 
vious Truths of the Gofpel, in 
thofe Compofures which we ling 
in the Wor(hii> of God. And I 
think this fufficiently intimated in 
the Text ; Let the Word of Chrijt 
dwell in you richly y teaching and ad* 
monijhing one another in Pfalms^ 
Hymns, and fpiritual Songs. If men 
aon't in every Ordinance keep to 
this Rule, to the Law and to the 
Tefiimony, their Sacrifices cannot; 
be acceptable, but mult fall under 
M*.XV.p.that Cenfure, In vain do they wor~ 
Jbip me. And this is one Abontf-i 
nation in the Church of Rome, that 
they fing not only what is un- 
fcriptural, but antifcriptural too, 
yea infinitely abfurd aad ridicu- 
*M^ Ious-, as L might Ihew by Instances 
££*** enough to enlarge this Difcourfe 

tttt,&c wto * Volume, 
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3. If the Manner of Perfor-Serm. I. 1 
mance be. with Grace in our Hearts^ *>«/■>/%* 
then we mull fee to it that we be 
fincerely devoted to that God whofe 
Praifes we fing, and not ling the 
Lorfs Songs with unhallow'd Lips. 
We'rault alfo endeavour to have 
every Grace (as before mention'd) 
in its proper and lively Exercife, 
and tune our Hearts as well as 
Voices.* We mult offer a reafo- 
nable Service, tinderfiand and at- 
tend to the Senfe of what we fing ? 
left we be no wifer than the Fowls Job 
if the Heaven^ who fing they know XXXV.11 
not what. We muit fit our felves 
as in the Prefcnce of the All-feeing 
God, that a. Senfe of his Infpec- 
tion may awe us into a decent Re- 
verence,, and make us watch a- 
«gainft every thing unfutable to the 
Solemnity of Worlhip, and im- 
pertinent to the Bunnefs before 
us: Believing and being firmly 
perfuaded, that as we muft ac- 
count for every A&ion in general, 
whether good or bad, fq in a very 
particular manner for every Ad 
of Worlhip i and that of every 
idle Word wc muft give an account 
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Serin, hit* the Day of Judgment to hinnp&o 
" taketh no pleafinre in Fools. Let u* 
have an eye to the Recompence of Ke~ 
ward, as thofe who believe that 
the Care and Pains we take in the 
loweft Inftance of Duty, Jhallfo n* 
wife lofe its Reward. Let jus think 
with our felves, that while wg 
■are confcientioufly tinging thePrai* 
le$ of God in his Church below* 
\ve~are training, up for that better 
World, where everlafting Joy foaU 
it upon our Heads, and our Mouths 
.eternally fill'd with the high Prair- 
ies, of our God y and not forget 
tbxorifider what a dreadffal 'thing 
It witl be, to have • our <frp and 
Wailihgs in- Hell receive a higher 
Accent from our Hypocritical 
Sbngsof Praife on Earth. Let us 
ialfo fee to it;- that : we fing tlife 
Trkifcs of -G6d in the fixercSft! #f - 
Holy Love, that every* Breath be 
warmMwittv that holy f FIame > arid 
^'devout Afpiraioir attend every 
Word we utter, Thu* Davvd be*- • 

f' fjifc 'that - laftv S6;^g of ' fHlfi^ 
ftL3JVHI." J 'nlr loir'tWte,OioY^ 
*ny Strength: aild^ fo fttttVld every 

£ialnrcf Praife are frngj ' deftrvfe 
; - the 
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the Title &f zSmgef Lovts. ThosSerm.i. 
wilt the Irtiployment bedelightftilp^v?'^' 
to our fehres, and grateful to God ; rule. 
Cbear the Heart both of God And 
Man, " ' 

Finally-, Let us join Humility to 
the o»hjr Graces, remembring 1 
what a Majefty we approach, 
what unworthy Creatures we are, 
aid how fcpry things ourOfferings 
be. Hertin- imitating tfidfcglori- 
ous'Cwature's, wftfvwhorn we one 
■day hope to join in eternal Hallelu- 
jahs^ who cover their Faces emd F«f, T&.VI. j,g. 
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Serai. I. abhor the Thoughts of driving* 
UYV on gny bafe or mean Dcfigns an— 
der the cover of the choiceft De- 
votion: That we don't for, a pre- 
fence multiply our Songs of Praife* . 
as- the Pharifees lengthen'd out 
their Prayers, left we re£epve y as- 
they, greater Damnatim. 

And feeing mutual Edi6catioa* 
fc another End we are to aim at y 
I {hall here take leave to a/dvife. 
that our Singing be with a diC^ 
tinft and audible Voice, without 
which it fhoold feem that Bad 
can't be anfwer'd. How can 
Men be affe&cd with an indiP 
tind Murmur,, or how /ball they^ 
fcnow we do really join in prai-, 
ling. God, while we fpeak only 
to our felves? Indeed the Heart 
may be right, and God 4 princi^ 
pally regards its Melody : but* 
unlefs we fine (as far as the Na* 
ture of the tning will bear). fo 
as to be under flood by^ others* 
or to' have them fa^isfy'd that" 
. we gy along with them } I fltajj 
jufttjt .apply what the /Xpoffik 
i^alb againft praying in auun-f' 
iCor.xiv*ktf<wn Tongue,. We freak *intt 

i6 f 17* the 
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the jUr : 0wr jjp/rir *Wto4 lings* Serm. h 
tut our Vnderfianding is vn fruit- L/^VNJ 

fuU We fhould therefore fag 

with the Sprite and fag with Vn- 
derfianding ; i. e. fo as to be un- 
derftood by others. And there- 
fore as we (hould be cautious not 
to confound others by an un- 
feemly Noifinefs, fo we fliould 
extend our Voice to the moft 
convenient degree we are ablej 
and not under a Pretence of 
Modefty baulk the great End of 
the Inftitution. The Levites praised » Chron. 
the Lord j the God of Ifrael, with xx * l * 
a loud Voice on high } and Paul and 
SiUtfungSo loud, that the Pri- Afts XVI. 
fonett heard* em. **• 

5. To conclude: If God in this, 
as well as other Ordinances, looks 
fo much to the Heart, and ex- 
pe&s to be worlhip'd in S fir it 
and in Truths what need have we 
to watch our. own. Spirits, and 
p ray for his ? We had need take 
all the Pains, a ad ufe all the Ap- 
* plication poffiblej and finding all 
that inefficient, we mull have 
recourfe to a better Strength than 
our own, praying that our Hearts 

may 
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^er.m. I. may be fet in Tuiie by the Fi*~ 

^/^TSjger of God } and joinings with Ae 

Pfalmift, fay, Open thou my Lip\ 

and my Mouth Jball jhrm forth thy 

Praift* 
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Arguments foriht 
Duty of Sin gi n g,; 

SERMON II. 

; PSA L. CVU.. 






4fcg ttntfhm, fa Pf*lm u*m 
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'T^HE Occafioft <># Ais Plata*-' 
'*l[l n*&r. be gather^ from 11 
t ^#H -l C#r<w. XVI. 7. there we- 
find it was put into the hands of 
Afah<bM his Brethren by p ; &avidr 
They ; had brought the -^fri of God; 
ipto iM Refting-place, and then 
gate out themftlvesto the view of- 
a long and quiet Settlement*. We 
Hi3y obferye this, that it was firft 
admitted as a Part 1 of 'Wodhip- 

with 
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5erm.II. with theneareft regard to their 
f> ^ / ^ v own Felicity,, and afterwards em- 
body 'd in theColk&ion off/alms^ 
that it might be of uniVerfal Ser- 
vice. This,.. I think, . is very clear 
tfnderthe Pfote&roiv of this one 
Argument-, vk.. That , tbe x Song 
which we read entire^in the Book 
of Chronicles i is broke and divi-* 
ded to make up fever hi Parts 'of 
Pfalras, that feem to be more lin- 
confin'd and popular. ' The'be- 
gkning of it we-meetiwrith in this 
CVth Pfalm, what follows is dif- 
poVd of /into; Jthel XGVth j one ' 
Verfe lies often in our way, par- 
tfcuferty ia- the CXViUth an* 
CXXXVIth, and well it may, for 
it is the Summary of Praife j Give 
Ihariks to God> for he u 'Gooet^Jvrs 
his Mercy endures for ever* The 

concluding. Petition is t£e fame 
with what you find in the CVltlr 
Pfalm ; and the Doxology, the*- 
dofeof Joy, we pieet with both 
here and in another Pfalm that- is * ' 
coipposU with a direft view of ' 
that Mediator, who took */> on him 
the Seed of Abraham. The fame 
devotional JUangpag^ which they * 

us'd 
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us'd at bringing home the Ark,SermJI. 
ferves in higher purpofe, and is 
the breathing of Faith and Joy to 
him who was greater than the Tern-' 
pie. This will appear if you unite 
EfaM LXXIL 18,19. in the lame 
view with Pfal.CVl.tf. Thefe 
things will vindicate our Applica- 
tion! of ah Old Teftaroent Advice 
to thefe laft days, in which God is 
fftakingfro us by his Son. -Tis true, 

there's the diftance <fcf a great ma«* 
By Ages between the Time of fuch 
Exhortation and ours, noon whom 
the ends of the Earth art . Ame \ bu t 
it reaches us without any Decay or 
Wdft: <>£ Argument* .and I wilt 
dart to deliver it in thofe Terms 
to every one that's Partaker of the 
Heavenly Coiling } Atife? for the 
matter belong* unto thee. 

This, is the Defiga that I have 
in -thechokSe of this Text* and f 
that youf.had iftiltreaing me to a 
part of Service amoag, you i I'm* 
to eftahliftx the Truth and Obliga- 
tion of a great Ordinance, and 
fcow what a rightful Glaim it has- 
uppn thofe who would walk worthy 
ofGod*nto*Utle*ft*g. SINGING 

his 



Serpn*II«hi$ £r&Hfc appears tor he a Etatjr 
V^NTVfrotothofe four Springfc «f Argo* 
merit - 7 The Light <rf Nature, The 
Commands of the WcrdyThe Ba> 
afflpks of jGod's people/ aild Ttki 
Woik of the.HqIyrS|4Hr.ivWkla 

. I* It may . ise pronrM from that 
mtfrat and common btirpttdf of 
things which God *k3$ ibeftow^k 
upcmiMairidiirf! at Jar£ej. Jl&ttste* 
t)on. prostatas it in a i>e tter ti^hl^ 
and ftrifees deeper into the Con - 
lattice pbat jet ,tbe ©ufty k fetf 
h of a more JdtfMi^Jd&Rify *n*f 
tafees thfe {krr&Qimvgtfk ttoth h\t> 
mam Rea&n. I will nreatk>i?>threfc 
thipg& it*dwr r th& uBwd v "Whicrt* 
will -liH up' the Argurirfdti V.m : \ 
§. i. 'lis pwnntfedr by tho&t 
Hfafr ♦f<5tta«ti}efeijidTMtreyit6at 
lleopqi toian ttiifaeflfit'&etftfrkU 
jP^oi^ calls in: the ;Heabhen W(**b 
to« bear a Fart hi: tM^ :, gl»at GttfrJ 
Pf.CX VII fiwt j P^i/fc bimL*&iy$'> ftttftrf^ 
'jtraifc Mm all yt P&fk* * *TiS ( a* 

coitiraon. HAtj; and faelvklesvrti^ 
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T-rrZ/tf t he People ;praifi thee O God^ Serpi.lL 




cannot think of Gb£s loving kind- pfal. 
ntfs.iatU widftaf his Temple i yetXLVIII.* 
Creation and Providence give 'em 
the Metitf mk of a "Deity, and 
thofe » may touch their Joys in a 

fettn*fr way : for according to God's Va . 10. 
Namfyfo is his Praife to the Ends of 
the Eatth, and his right Hand is 
full of Migbtewfmfs. . What may 4efR om .i,ifc 
known of him. . is mdttifeft in them, 20. 
for he has jhtfm it to 9 twi and^ the 
inmfible things of \tom from the. CW-* 
mmrf tke World wrr dearly fien by 
thi: things that do.appitax>'evin his 
Eternal 'Icmrand *Chdhe#d. This » ... :S 

h fo uoMe an Argument to the \* =,* u 
Work bf P* aife r that their Sh , 
knee - iSlte under &♦ fevare Ort eo 
tion<} tbty atsfaki! t& be -wkfotH Meji. a$^ 
Exeufc bee *t*fe thntwlrtri they knexo 
God', t\kfglofi$d htmmtoAGod. > 
Mature taught the Heathens tor 
* fifig the Praifes 6f theirGads : - 
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Serm.II. 'r^Hum.1 Aiac Tta}fe>w x & war- 

DcMufi- - Plutarch &ys, n:\tet Singing and 

* Mufick among the antient Gr^jli 

. . were wholly impfoy'd in the Wor- 

Ihij> of their Gods * and lament's 

their Profanation *nd Abufc in 

later times when they brought 

- 'em into the Theater. 

Ei^iiwr ? Tis an admirable £xpreffion*>f> ;1 

«7&™ the Stoick Philofopher : u If wf thi 

%£«$< " a^ wife, what is more properly ^ 

mwiv ri " oor Bnfineft, in publick and 5 

x<w«f £ #- ♦' private, than to fing Praifes to B 

//*,»u>« the Deity? Should nbttheLa-** l 

n*p t*. u bourer in the Field and at his ! * 

ISSifi " Table fin g an H y mn to c°d ? if * 

Ep». !. i." I were a Nightingal, I would, do f 

c. id. ** as the Nightingals do£ i£ a 

jf, " Swan, as the Swans : but fines i j 

44 am a reafbnable Creature, God J 

" muft be prais'd by me i I will f 

" never forfake the Pra&ice my k 

" felf, and 1 1 exhort all others to ? 
" it 

The 
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The Apofiate Emperor fpeaksSerfflJI.' 
of fine Hymns confecrated ttf;>VN5 
. the Gods, and advifes tbemtobeJ ulum 
leaned and remembred. °£"» p " 



pfiLvnr. 

3.4- 



jobxxvr. 



vantage, bat -in the face of ftfm 
• chrift: however there are fome ... 
Beams of Perfe9ion mining out to ' 
them,' Who are Aliens from the Cot 
venttnt of Promlfe'. For the Hear 
vens declare the' Glory of God. Wpfi|.xiX. 
fohe- Fir mam tut .jhows- his handy Work' t t 2, 3,4* 
JV><iy. unto Day utters Speech, and, 
tWfight -unto Night from KnoToledg, 
WThere is no Speech or Language wwo 
f their Voice is noe^ h.-ird% for theiif 
Line is gone thro aii the £zrtb\ cn-i 
f their Words ww» tie - cad: of tlie' . , 4 

World* .Thefe are hoc &' iinittc^ 
f , ss t\\e Statutes that he gave to Jacob, 
\ ' C «t ■ and 
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Arguments for 



Serb-II-^ the Commandments that were 
t/TyTV only made known to Ifrae U In- 
deed they are - °— ^ wi - (V Ak15 ^ 
and prepar' 



0/!N* only made known to Jjraei. m- 
. , . - • deed they area People moft oblig'd 
and prepared to the Service \ but 
the Duty reaches further, and Da- 
vid owns this when he was folem- 
nizing the ' peculiar Relation that 
God bore to the Jews. The XCVIth 
ft&lmis £ part of the Song that 
li'Tj^T^ff fit, the fettling of the 

Ark, and yeFtJfcttJ* looks *** 
Pf. XCVI. yond their own v£7*fc*J. F?4r be- 

fl In /» t • ... 



P>i*. 



Natioj 



mong 



fore him all the Earth', JltJ _ 

, *%? htn -> thttt the L °rd rei^Hk 

- the World alfo Jhall be efi*tlitt? ai 

that tt.be notmov'd. They under* 

Jtand, thp K be not by the clearer 

Hcb.XI.3. Views of F^i, that the Worlds we7e 

^mdby t h eWQ rdofGod' y fothat 
the things that are feen were not 

Srthw gS that do a W*r> And 
; They behold that part of his 
wonderful Works, which is mof 
affefting to themfelves. The Apon 

!w? mCS , down ?P° n the Hea- 
lu n i. Lcvel > when he tells >em of 

Aft. XIV. We Ttmesin which God fvfer'd att. 
\6 % n. Nations to walk in their own wayil 

Wd yet even then left not him^ 

* witi 



the Duty of Singing^ # 27 

without witnefs, but gave *em RainSsrm.W 
and fruitful Seafons, filling their L/WJ 
Hearts with Food and Gladnefs. So 

that if we had no exprefs Voice 

of Law or Gofpel to make this 

our Duty, 'tis as much eftablifh'd 

in the Rules of Nature as Prayer 

and Dependence upon God can be j 

and this is the Work of all Nations a&XVII. 

of Men, who dwell on all the Face 25, 27,28. 

of the Earth, that they Jhould feek 

the Lord, if haply they might feel 

after him, and find him, tho he be 

not far from every one of us : for in 

*nm we live, and move, and have 

\ur fieing. For this the Apoftle 

^ingsiaone of their own Poets, 

10 faid* We are his Offspring. 
'"Neceffity has this Virtue in it, 
' fetus a crying after him, tho 
1 Ihould always have bin at a 
lofs for the true Method of do- 
ing it, if Life and Immortality ' 
had not come to Light by the Gofpel", 
yet every Admonition of Mifery 
is * pufh to the thing it felf. The 
^Mariners who had got Jonah a- 
^ird were as loofe and wild in 
Notions of Worfhip as Peo- 
1 could be, when they crtfd every 

C 2 M# 
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Serm .II, Man to his God \ b*t yet they have 

/*€*** ftyas unpolifh'd Thoughts or their 

ion. i. s- Duty . They had aQ opinion of 

Prayer as a way to efcape* Thus 

Rom. II. the Geptiles y .who have stot the Law? 

*4> *$• fa bynatvre the things coptmrid m 
the Law 7 and the fa having, net the 
Ii*m y aire a Law unto themfilves 9 
whkh foomhe Work of the Law to 
be written in their Hearts. 'Tiath^ 
KwraM between one Ordinance 
and another, that I wou'd argue * 
from : If mere Hature that fitf- 
veys the Beauty of Greatkm and 
Providence, can ihow. a God to 
our Hope in the time of. nted^ it 
does equally oblige us to praife 
him for Mercys received, The 
Materials of the Service He abroad, 
and may be fetch'd in from the 
common Favours of Life ; for as* 

Job God our Maker he rivet Sonrs in the 

§. 2. This Ddty is diftingnifh'd 
frpm thofe that wereJCeremonial, 
and only a. Jhadow of good things to 
come* The Jerps had their Law in 
Tables^ but their Gofpel in Figures. 
Many parts of their Service were 
to declare and ttouriflt the hopes of 

n a 
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a Me filth. The Adoption that pfr-Scrm.II. 

tain'd to 'cm*, the Glory, the C^-/XV 
• • /* 1 * 1 \4 Mom* iA. 

nants, the giving of the Law, and the ~ , 

fromifes, was becaufc they were a ' 
People, of whom as concerning' the 
Flejh Chrifi came. Theft had no 
further value in them than as they 
were eftablifh'd by a temporary 
Command, and pointed to that ri* 
per Glory, thofe iftrfr things that ucb. XL 
<God had referv'd for us* . But theulc. 
Works that are j>urety moral are 
oftentimes mentioned atpart from 
thetn^ mi when >thd& itriojatop 
put mto the Balance, the : Cha* 
twfter always Weighs on otfe >fitte : 
Tfc* Udell has ntt fo treat Detight , Sam. 
to Wi#*t-Of*ting anUSdcrlfoe, toXV.aa. 
*? ^aflff #fcf r^Vf of the L6rd* 
lehottt, to <&ey isbettelr thanSkctifitci 
atidto hearken thdn the Fat of Rams. 
When he fuppofes an awakened 
Confcienee lamenting how infuffi* 
eient Thoufands of Rams, and Tf»Mic« Vl.8. 
Thoufand Rivers of Oil Would be* 
he puts a new credit upon thofe 
parts of Obedidnce^that are ever- 
lafting and ifcotfal: He has Jhovm 
thee, O Man, what Ugood, and what 
the Lord thy -God requirti of thee. 

Cj Of 
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Serm.IL Of this kind are thofe Praifes that 

t^VXJ we offer to him in the Ordinance 

of Singing. This is the plain 

fenfe of David, tho he liv'd in an 

Age when the Ceremonial Com - 

Pf. LXIX. mands had all their Force : / will 

S°9 3 1 * praife the Name of God with aSong^ 
I will magnify him with Thankfgiving } 
this alfo fia/1 pleafe the Lord better 
than tm Ox or Bullcck that has Herns 
and Hoofs* 

'Tis not my Province to anfwer 
Obje&ions, that's a Service better 
plac'd i but I cannot be paffive to 
one that tifually aflaults this Ar« 
gtiment. Some tell us, that we 
may as fairly conclude for the ufe 
of Inftru mental Mufick in the 
Worfhip of God, becaufe the Jews 
pftcn brought it in thither. I 
fhall give a very eafy and gejieral 
Anfwer, which I hope may both 
break this Difficulty, and lead us 
into the true Nature of that Ser- 
vice we are now oblig'd to. 'Ti9 
certain^ moftof, their moral Du- 
tys had a Tin&ure of Ceremony 
in J em, becaufe fomething further 
was required of ? em befides-an Obe- 
dience to the Law : There was *M 

hope 
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hope of the Promife made unto ffoSerm.fi. 
Fathers \ vnto which Prqntife the VT)£^ 
twelve Tribes infiantly ferving God xxrv. f 
Day and Night ho^d to. come. That 7# 

this Expe&ation might be kept 
alive, they had the Figures and 
Shadows of the greatBlefling uni- 
ted to their Services. I will fhow 
you this in a pai'allel Cafe : Prayer 
to God is undoubtedly eftablifh'd 
upon another foot than that of 
the Types and Ceremonys > and 
yet they are fa interwoven, that 
the Duty has a great deal peculiar 
in it, as it comes from them. 
There mult be an Offering, their 
Faces are dire&ed to the Houfe 
which God had chofeti to place his 
Name there. T hey had Seafbns of 
doing it : The multitudes flood pray* Luk. I. io. 
ing without at the tune of Incenfe* 
\Wread of the Hours of Prayet : h&lU.u 
They were to guard againlt all ce- 
remonial Impuritys *, and if any ' 
thing of this external J*art was 
neglefted,we fometimes find therms 
a frown of Providence to cloud 
the Work. God made a Breach 
upon David's Defign r by ftriking, . 
f«,*dead (tho it's probable there * 

C 4 ' was 
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Serm.II. was a religious Temper among the 
KS^fSj People) becaufe they fought him not 
i Cbroo- fifty a due Order. So that, to bring 
35V* l l* up the Argument, if a Duty ceafes 
to be moral, becaufe thdir way of 
difcharging it was peculiar, we 
fhall have the whole Chara&er de- 
ftroy'd : no part of our Obedience 
can poflibly come under that name. 
The diftinftion is very plain be- 
tween this Ordinance we are now 
defending, and thofe that are cal- 
Hch, IX. led carnal ones, imposed on the Jew? 
,0# till the time of the Reformation. 

When the Apoftle writes to the 
Church at Colofs, he makes it one 
great part of his Advice to them, 
Col. U.i6. that they be not entangled with 
Meats and Drinks, or in rtffett of 
Holidays, or New Moons, or Sah- 
bath-Days, which took up a migh- 
ty room in the Jewijh Worfhip ; 
but they were only a Jhadow of 

Yer. ao. good things to come, for the Body was 
Chrift, and they ought to be dead 
from the Rudiments of the World. 
And yet, after he had thus demo- 
lifh'd the whole Mafs of Ceremo- 
ny, in the very next Chapter he 

ColJILitf.direds 'era to Pfalms, and Hymns, 

and 



ftnd ff primal Sohgs : which lho*reSerm.|r* 
they are not to be thrown iato^L/VNl 
the mnriber of thofe Services that 
are purely Typical. 

§• 3. Human Nature is fitted to 
this Wdrk with an efpedal Defigh. 
The Faculty s of Enquiry, Medi- 
tation, Delight and Wonder, are 
to relifh the Perfe&ion and Boun-* 
tys of a God, what he is in hini- 
felf, and what feehas^iohefbrns; 
and the Torigute fe tur Ghryi that pf XXX, 
we may fmg Prnife* We have £ 1 *• 
Capacity to the Service afcove what 
other Creatures can pretend to : 
Our Voices are pliable to Melody ; 
and how can that Beauty in the 
frame of them be better ttrrh^l 
than to a decent and regulat Pd> 
formance of this Work? * Arid 
when any will be at Pains to have 
this Ordinance catryM ori with a 
fceeoirfing Swe&nefi, 'tisindeWi 
devoting the befl: Inftrwneht of 
Mttitfe i& tf« befb £mplafrittni Bf .-' ' , 
Gfacc Okr Gtwyis eiertfcd^ ai$ 
G*tts adftit'd. Satan's Arfiftie 
againft ffife Dttty ffiows if feff 
two mf$l Oirihedne Ifend, fife 
#dftbde^ it HoB atfif -ea^eft 

C s JVwld^ 
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. Serin JI, World, that, there's nothing of 
: V<W/ Harmony or Entertainment in it •, 
and therefore if they would be 
pleas'd in the fenfe of Hearing, 
they, muft go for it to thofe things 
, that arc a lone ftep from Religion. 
. On the other hand, he attacks the 
Ordinance with the Prejudice and 
.Sournefs of thofe who condemn 
what they don't underftand : and 
it's- no wonder that a Service fo 
irfeful to thq Chriftian is thus op- 
.: - P°f<i* . But certainly our haying 
Voices, that are capable of doing 
their Work with pleafure this way, 
is both an Argument founded in 
JSJatpre, and oblige? to jbme Dili- 
gence for Qualification. We are 
aChton. exprefly.tQjld of thofe that taught 
XXHL 13 to fing Praife. Why is it that God 
ias ennobled us at fuch a Colt of 
JLove, but that our Adorations 
may bediftkiguifli'd from the *nor$ 
filent ones that other , Creatures 
r Pfil. are giving? The Sun y Mom y and 
CXLVIII. Stars, Dragons^ Eeefs, Fire,. Hail, 
Snow j Wind and Fafours^ Mow 
taws j Hi Us and Trees f Cattel^ creep- 
ing things and Fovd r }raift the <Nffli* 
of the Lord) and his Glory % which 

' ' *z • ' ** 
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is above the Hiavens. But we> areSerm.IL 
to do it in •- another manner, .as O^TSJ 
we have Souls to digeft the Mate- 
rials, and peculiar Organs to give 
it vent : With one Mm&dnd one R 0m# x\r. 
Mouth we glorify God^ even the $a- 6. 
ther bfour Lord Jefm Cbrijl. There's 
fomething in our Make that's e- 
quivalent to an- Inftitution, thefe 
Capacitys of Preparation and Ut- 
terance ; are given us -to carry W 
the Deftgn : My Lips fhall greatly pf. rxxr. ' 
rejoice when I fing unto thee, and my 23. 
Saul winch thou haft redeemed* 

II. This Duty is ftill more evi- 
dent from the pofitive Inftitutions 
of God's Wotd. I fhali eonfider 
this Argument in two Parts, as it ' 
ftands upon the Foundation of the] 
Prophets and Apoftles. . In the Old* 

Teftament we find it commanded* 
us'd and endear'd to our imitation 
from feveral Perfons, but efpeci- 
ally him who is call'd the fwect 
Pfalmift of IfraeU In the New wc 
have the fame Exhortations, to 
let us fee that it's a continuing 
Ordinance 7 and our Lord, whin he 
comes y expeds to find ttsfo doing* 
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Senn.IL §. i . I begin with that part of 
u/WJ the Argument that is grounded on 
the Old Tefiament \ and what De- 
mand returns fo often as of our 
Service to God this way ? No CaH 
to any Duty is more repeated, e£* 
pecially in the Book of Pfalms. 
But becaufe there's an Obje&ion al- 
ways ready againft thofe Exhorta- 
tions to Singing which we find 
in the Old Teftament, I will only 
turn you to fuch Pafl&ges as are 
Prophetick of our Worlhip under 
the Gofpel. This is univerfally 
own'd, that many things in thofe 
times were written in a view of 
this laft Difpenfation. The Spirit 
i p ct- 1 # in the Prophets t eft iff d, that not vn~ 
4 a. to themfelves 7 but unto us they did 

tqimfkr the things that are not* rt- 
fortzd. From feveral of thefe 
Scriptures, it appears with the 
beft Convi&ion to me, that God 
defign'dto have finging of Pfalms 
a part in his Worlhip now* 

The XLVIIth Pfelm has a great 

deal in it that looks at thele laft 

days, wherein God has Jfoien to m 

by his Sen. He is laid to go up with 

Vcr. 5. 4tShovf this was true of our Medi* 

*~ '" ' ' ator, 
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ator, when the Father rais'd him up Serai.!!. 1 



from the Dead, and gave htm Glory 
Again, we there read that God lYtuU2U 
reigns over the Heathen, and the Vcn8 >9 # 
Princes of the People .are gathered* 
0ven (or as it is in the Margin un- 
to) the People of the God vf Abra- 
ham* Ana the reafon he gives for 
it leads us into inch a fenfe of the 
words, becaufe the Shields of the 
Earth belong unto God, and he i$ 
greatly exalted. What a beautiful 

?ccount is this of the Succcfs the 
iofpel had, and the Bleffingof A-GaUII.4. 
brabam that came on the Gentiles 
thro Chrifi f Now, in this Pfalm, 
we are commanded to jhout onto 

God, to fing Praifes, to do it with 
Vnderfianding : The Call is repea- 
ted feveral times, which lets us 
fee what our Work fliou'd be when 
thefe glorious things took place* 
TheLXVIIIthPfalmfo plainly re- 
fers to Chrift, that the ApoftleEph.iv. 
gives us the very words of it, in 
telling us, that he afcended up on 
high, &c And this Exhortation 
is mingled in the feveral parts of 
that account, that we fing wtt*v cr#4 ; 
him that rides on the Hcxvens \ and 

partial 
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SermJI. particularly the Heathen, who were 
^-^V^^once rebellion*) are charg'd ta do 
v - 5^33-it^ becaufe he rtceiv'd Gifts for 

them. Sing vntd God, ye Kingdoms 

of the Eatth. *• 

• TheXCVtfcPfalm is almoft re- 
peated in the; Iltd and IVth Chap- 
ters to the Hebrews ? From thencd 
the Apoftle fetches his Exhorta- 
tions, to hear God's Voice, and 
beHe<ve his AVord 5 which fhows 
khkt it contains thofe Rules of 
Duty that we ire to be guided by 
ijl t he days of the Son of Man ; and 
there .we are called to comt before 
hit Prefenco with Thankfgiving^ and 
ntake a joyful noife unto hito^with 
Tfalms. 

We have a cloud of Witnejfes 
from the Prophets, who foretold 

the Grace th&t Jlwuld come vnto us+ 
The Converfion of the Gentiles is 
-exprefs'd in this Language, That 

KXXXV. thfy fhou'd come to Sion with Songs ^ 

,0 - &C. They Jhall fingfor the Majefty 

l(k.U.ii. f the Lord% Song$ jfan y e h nrd 

Ka.XXlV.fr om the tittermofl farts of the Earthy 

1 4> f *• men Glory to the Righteous. And ia 

Ch..XLII. an °ther place, The Ends of the 

Earth? the Inhabitants of the Rock 

arc 
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jtrtto give Glory to the Lord 9 andSermJf. 
they malt declare hisPratfeiri the' ~~ 
Iflands. The Preaching and Con- 
queft of the Gofpel is meant by 
fubliflring glad Ty dings ^ and faying Rom. x# 
tmtoSlOXi^ TlyGod reigntth : Anch$« 

when this is the Happineft of any 
People, they Jh all lift vp the Voices, uu 
arid with the Voice together theyfmg : 8, 9. 
They break forth into Joy 7 and fing 
together 1 when the Lord has made 
bare his holy Arm in the Eyes of all 
Nations , and all the Ends of the 
Earth come to fee the Salvation of 
God. Time would fail me to bring 
in all that we meet with to this 
purpofe j I will only fum up the 
Argument, That if God delign'd 
to abolilh this Ordinance, and rafe 
it out of his Worfhip, we can 
fcarce think that he would have 
put theDpty and Joys of a Gofpel- 
day into fuch Language* . . 
. §..2. I proceed to thofe Com- 
mands that we^havein the Nero 
Tejtament\ and thefe are plain e- 
nbugh'to carry their own Evidence* 
The firlt I {hall .mention you have 

Tzfb* V..\9+\SpekkiHgi .MfMW "40 your 
Jiiyes Xp^to *fy mothqf) in Pfalms r 

•r. eUtm 
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Serm.IL and Hymns, and fpiritual Sengs ; 

^VVJ finding and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord. 'Tis apparent 
by this Scripture, that a fecret Joy 
in God doth not come uj) to the 
Defign of the Exhortation. A 
devout and warm Refentment of 
his Goodnefs to as is the Soul of 
all Doty, but this is not ff taking 
foPfalms: ThePhrafeof the Ad- 
vice lets us fee that it mult be dif- 
ferent from Meditation, where 
the Soul is purely retirM into it 
felf, and ftmts out the whole Crea- 
tion. The Melody in the Heart i% 
no Cenfure of the Voice : It only, 
tells us, that beSdes the Pleafure 
6f regular Sounds, we muft have 
our Affedions rais'd with the Sub- 
fiance and Matter of what is fung : 

Pf.CIILi.That our Souls and all that is within 
us may fraife the Lord? left we 
fall under the Miiery of thofe 

Ifa.XXIX who honour him with their Lips^ 
<3« but remove their Hearts far from 
him* 

, Another Scripture, which da 
much to the faiae purpofe, yo* 
have, Cpl. IS. z& Let the Word <g 
God dwell in yo*rkhty> in at W5K 

dent) 
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denty teaching and 0dtn6mJhi11gSerm.il. 
tw/jsii) one another in Pfalmt, and IVY^O 
ffymtisy and Jfirhval Songs ; finging 
with Grace in your Hearts vnto the 
Lord. The Word that was trans- 
lated your /elves in the other place, 
is here produc'd in its true and 
genuine Senfe. The Context to 
each of thefe Scriptures is fill'd 
with Directions for general Ser- 
vice i the Advice in both of 'em. ■ 
is air 
areb, 
richly 
Vcfiji 
ways 
the r 
Plain. 
caGoi 
large 

applj 

great Bank of Experience. My 
Lips fiaS fraife thee y fays -DtfwWjpGCXIX. 
when thou haft taught me thy Sta-rji. 
tutes. This will help us to find 
our own cafe in thofe Pfalms, that 
look as if they were either perfs- 
vaiy or wrapt up in Judaijms. 
When the Word of God droetts thm 
richly in us, it will form the 
Thoughts 
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Serm.II. Thoughts to a greater compafs* 
v-^W»aad teach us to compare fpiritual 

Rom. XV. things with fpiritual : for whktfoever 
3* was written aforetime is for our Ad- 

monition. We fhall be Partners 
with David in his Affli&ions,/ and 
taft his Comforts as if they had 
been our own at the firlt hand. 
Ifa. LV.^.And indeed the Evertaftivg Cove- 
nant that God makes with us,, is 
no other than the fure Mercys of 
David. This will lead us wfth- 
in the Vail of Cferemony : By 
knowing the Fitnefs of the TVpfcS 
to : their Subftance, we (hill not 
have our Thoughts fhackled with 
the Phrafe y but know that 'thofe 
Paflages which feem to be of the 
narroweft meaning:* and moft con- 
fin'd- to that Age, nave a Gofpel- 
Senfe'and Beauty in 'em." 

Another Command you find 

Jam. V/13. Is any afflitted? let him 
fray: Is any merry ? let him fing 

Pfalms. * Perhaps the Word in our 
Translation is' a little too light for 
the Frame of Spirit here detign'd. 
It exprefles a Temper that's very 
becoming thofe who are Heirs of 
the Grace of tiifey and Ihou'd re- 
joice 
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joice evermore, being not appointed Serm.II. 
vnto Wrath, but to obtain Salvation r .-/^Y%# 
by Jefus Chrift. So that the ufual 
Anfwer to this is frivolous, that 
it's a Duty only for thofe who 
are joyful : They may as well af- 
firm, that Prayer obliges no fur- 
ther than when Affli&ion has gone 
before. The latter part of the 
Verfc is no more limited than the 
former. Several Pfalms are the. 
Breathings of David's Spirit un- 
der' his Diftrefs. The CH is call'd 
A Prayer ofthejifflicled^ when he 
is overvohelnid, ana pours out his 
Complaint before the Lord. There 

was in thofe Believers a Love to 
God and a Hope in him, to gild 
the Darknefs of Providence ; and 
fliould not the Chriftian be at- • - 
qual n ted with thefe in all his Ad- 
verfitys ? . The Exhortation there- 
fore Hands unfliaken j Sing vntothefC. XXX* 
Lord, ye Saints of his, for his jinger 4> 5* 
endures but for a moment ; in his Fa~ 
vvur is Life : Weeping may be for a 
night, but Joy comes m the morning* 
yv ho's to blame that we are not 
in a Temper for the Duty ? Is 
our Sadnefs fo irregular and vio- 

lentj 



44 Arguments/^ 

Serm.II.lent, that we refufe to be ccmfor- 

^VV ted ? Had we rather allow an Un- 

rulinefs of Grief, and charge God 

foolijhly^ than take the Methods of 

Compofure that he has dire&ed us 

to ? Never let that be an Excufe, 

which in moft cafes is it felf a 

Crime ; but beg rather, that God 

P£LL i 5. would put you into Tune: Open 

thou tny Lips, and my Mouth frail 

Jhew forth thy Praife. Perhaps 

there's a Cloud upon your Com~ 

forts at prefect.} but hare ybmnb 

Hope towards OW^ af Delkfet in 

hisRromifes? LoQkfbrwatd^ ^ind 

KXCVLnyw* before <hwiy btf&nfe he wflf 
*3* eome tojudg the Earth rwitb jtigbtemtf* 

wfa mid hu Teaflevpith Truth. M* 

fliftiQns 4on*t de&rv* to Mnder 

Phil. IV.tf. you : Becmefid for mthtm, fat #!* 
wtry thing by Tvaysr^ md Svpplic*- 
tiwi,*tid (tins Method of) Thankf* 
giving^ male your Requefts known 
unto God* 

III. We are direfted by Exam-' 
fie to this Duty. Thefe things 
are recorded for our Admonition^ 
upon whom the Ends of the Earth are 

tome. The HUtorys of God's 

People 
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People are not a dry Entertain-Serm.il. 
ment } they don't tell us matters t/W 
remote and foreign : but they are 
either a Teft to fhow us what we 
are* ta\a Rule to, tell us what we 
fhould be. I'll begin with theor*- 
gmal Pattern: We find, our bleflfed 
Lord implay'd in finging the Prai- 
fes of the Father. 'Tis true, a 
great part of his Duty is recorded 
for our Hope and Wonder, and • 
engages to no Imitation ; fuch as 
his working Miracles, fuffering the 
Wrath of God, fatisfying the 
Law, by which he brought in an? 
Ever lofting. Righteoufnefs. Thefe 
are not our Rule, but the Refuge 
we muft flee to^ the Hofe that is- fee • 
before us. He trod the Wine-prefsi&*lXUL 
alone j and of the People there was$ m 
none with him* But as to the Pa* 
1* ity and Devotion of his Life, we 
fhould be Followers of him as dearEph.IV.i. 
Children. Now when he was to 
part with his Difciples, and took 
leave in an Ordinance that fhould 
continue till they met again, he 
fmg an Hymn with 'em. This 
could not be merely in compliance 
with the. Jewiih Guftom anhePaf- 

lover j 
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SermJLfover*, for that Solemnity expirM* 
\-/*WJ then, and he had appointed ano- 
ther in remembrance of himfelf and 
his fecond Coming. His Soul was 
full of holy Reverende and LQve 
to the Father. He . knew' 'the . 
Work of Redemption was Aovr t 
almoft fiiulh'd j and as this would 
engage the Songs of Heaven, fohe 
employs his Voice in the Service 
of his Heart: He glorifies God 
both in Spirit and Body, as was 
PCLXV.2. becoming one who had Grace pour' d 
into his Lip. Thpfe words of Da~ 
vid were eminently defign'dfor 

PC XL. 3. him i The, Lord has put a new Song 

into my mbvth, even Praife to our 

God. This, 1 fay, was his Language, 

.". " who faid afterwards, Lo , icomt \ in 

•>the Volyme of thy Book it. is written of 
me. This is the Example that he 
h^s left for us to follow his. fieps. 

David's Pra&ice ih this Duty 
makes a whole Book. I know how 
quick fome People are with their 
Qbje&ion, That our Cafe is not 
his •, but I don't fee how that's 
any bar . to the concurrence of 
Faith and Hope with his Medita- 
tions. Nothing could be more 

per- 
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pcrfbnal than the changing his 2?*-Serm.IL 
haviour before Abimelech } and yet O'VVJ 
upon that occafionhe defires others 
to magnify the Lord with hi m 7 and Pialm 
that they might exalt his Name fa-XXXIV.j 
gether. And we find his Pfalms 
us'd by People who were remov'd 
the length • of feveral Ages from 
him,. Hcz.ekiahy and fpch as join'd 
in the Pallbver with him, praised 2Chron. 
the Lord with the Words of DavidpXXIX.^cw 
and Afaph the Seer : and they fung 
Praifes with gladncfs^ and blwd 
their. Heads and worfintfd. We 

find the fame upon another, emi- 
nent Turn of Providence \ TheyEixXlLi* 
frais'd Cod after the Ordinance of 
David King of Ifrael. The ( Apo- 
ftles and holy Men of God in later / 
timts were thus employed. Paul * 
and Silas fung Praifes to Cod in the 
$toch: The Multitude of the Dif- 

rifles^ aiid others, <lid it, when 
Cnriffmade his publick Entry into 
Jerufdem. And when the Apoftle 
is giving Dire&ions about the Con- 
dud of our publick Worjhip, he 
fpeaks of himfelf, J will fmg with iCor.xiv 

the Spirit ^ and with Vnderfianding 1 ** 

alfo. Nay, methinks, we may 

look 



4$ ARfcUMtKTs/w* ' 

Sterm.H.took much higher for Examples: 
t/v^u This was the Work of the Angels ; 

Job When the Foundations of the Earth 
XXXVIII were f a ^ t fo Morning~Stars /W 

7* , together, and alt the Sons- of God 
fronted for Joy- 

IV. There's fomething in out 

Frame and Compofition as Chrifr 

Hans, that may endear this Ordx-* 

Eph. V. nance to us. Fornication, Vfidtm^ 

3i4« nefs, Cpvetoufnep, Bltbifie/s, and 

fdolifh Talking are not to be nam'd 

among hs, a* hcometh Saints j but 
rather giving of thanks. 

§.u *Tis a means of further 

InjtruStion. Mofes writ . ja Song} 

Dera. Which muft not depart from tht 

XXXLifpfoutbsof the Children of Ifrael, left 

they jhoiild forget the wwderftdWorks 

of Cod* We fpeak to our fitoef 9 

ZXAadtHonijh one another in PfalnA 

and Hymns. This gives the r Mi«d 

an advantage to dwell upoft the 

things of God 1 with a pleafinft 

Meditation ; and, in this feirfS 

Prov.XVI.^ Sweetnefs of the Laps invrefifetb 

2W Learning* ' 

§. 2. Tis a proper Eflfea of Afar 
Pf. lxiii. Believer's Joy. Btcmfe thy Loving- 

3,4*. kindnefs 
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kindntfs i* better than Ltfe^ toyLipsSerm.il. 
Jhafl ptaife thee. My Soul JhaX &tt-/V\J 
fatisffd tilth Marrm and taint fs ; 
and my Ai&uth fljaB prmfe thee tilth 
joyful Lips. 'Tis the early Voice 
of the Convert, The Kings ef the Pfilm 
Earth jhall ptaife thee y tohen they CKK *™i 
hear the pords of my mouthy yt af* *•• 
they jhall fing in the Ways of the 
Lvrd. Men will fhow their plea* 
fuit abroad. Such as are govern'd 
by a fenfual Taft of things, feel 
a Delight that cannot be pent up. 
They declare themfelves in Roar- 
ing $nd 3?olly, and an Excefs bf 
Riot. Now 'tis this Ordinance 
that fixes the diftin&ion between 
profane andfacred Mirth: Be *WEph.V.i& 
drunk tilth Wine y but be ye fttl'd tilth i 9. 
the Spirit, fpeakbtr to your felves in 
Pfalrns. 1 neea but remind you 
of the Example we have newly 
parted with. When Paul and SZ- 
Idi Were in the Stocks, confined 
with Scandal and Danger, they 
Tung fo loud, that the Prifoms 
heard them. This Was the Frttit 
of that Redemption they felt x in 
themfelves,and preachM to others j 
and it made good that Promife, 

D That 
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Numb* 
XXI. 17. 



2 Chron. pointed Singers to the Lord, wfio 

XX. aa. WOTt 0W ( ifjorff the Army, and they 

ifgww to fing and ffifc '■> God fit 

'■ Ambu foments again ft- the Children of 

Moab and Amnion, and they wert 

[mitten down before Judah. 

§. 3. 'Tis a good means of de- 
claring our Religion to the World. 
Thefe two are made the fame 
thing, PraifingGod and Teaching 
Rom. XV. otners » I nill confefs to thee among 
9, the Gentiles, and fmg -unto thy 

Name. Nay, Chrift himfelf is 
brought in as making known his 
Doc- 
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Do&rine..by this method : Sayin^SpxmJl. 
TwiS declare thy Name unto my Bre- l/tY^f 
tl:ren ; in the midftaf the Congrega- -I 

Hon I will fog praife unto thee** 

And well then may it be (aid of 
his People ; It is good to fin? Prai- Pfttoi 
fes unto our God, for it is p/f4f/i»r, gxLVlI#I 
arid Praife is comely. Thus we ren- 
der unto him the Calves of cur Lift, HoCXIV.a 
It may be, there's no one Ordi- 
nance in either Publick or Family 
Worfhipfo fitted.to this Delign. 

I could (how you from the Lear- 
ned Bilhop of Salisbury's Hiftory, 

how the Reformation in England 

pfofper'd by the mighty Zeal of 
People in this Work ; and God 
own'd it with the fame Bleffing in ' • 
France : but thefe things will have • : 

a more natural place among the 
Exhortations to this Duty. I'll 
therefore leave this Subjeft to the 
laft part of this Delign j and thi- 
ther; I refer you. 

§• 4- It promotes and fweetens. 
other Ordinances. 'Tis good to 

begin with it i to ferve the Lord p£ q % %, 
rfiith Gladnefs^ and come before his 
pre fence with Singing* The Services 
ot God's Houfe are fo far from. 

D 2 clafhing, 
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SerttUI.dafliiag, that they are a mutual 
(•VV Advantage to one another. Thus 
we find Nek* IX. One fourth fan of 
the Day they read in the L*w#oi 
God, and another fourth was ta- 
ken up in worfhipping ; and when 
they had **fd vntohin^ the Levitts 
call'd upon 7 cm i to fraife his glo- 
rious Name, which is exaked abfoe 
«U Blefling and Praife. 'Twas thus 
that our Lord concluded his Beaft 
of Love with the Difciples } After 
Suffer they fisng an Hymn* This 
Variety in publick Worfhip makes 
it more eafy and beautiful. The 
Apoftle blames the Corinthians for 
the Confuiion of their Affeablys, 
i Cor. That every one of y em had a Pfalnt^ a 
XIV. 26. Doiirine^ ficc but he allows the 
Parts themfelves. It feems the moft 
natural Clofe of 6ur Devotions* 
When we have been receiving the 
Good Tidings of Salvation* and Iftnre 
heard it J aid vnto Sion, Thy God 
reignetbj 'tis the very -Letter of 
the Prophecy, that with the Foiem 
PCCXLIX together wejhould fmg. The Lm<4 
4> 5, 6. doth therefore take fleafnr* in hi* 
Peofte 7 and beautify the Meek with 
Salvation: That the Saints may hh 

jayfid 
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jeyfid in Slmy* mi fiwg /do*d vpetrScrmAL 
their Beds \ that the high JPrd/es^^^^ 
G&d m&yb&in their mwthj. - 

§<5* The Heavenly Stats which 
e?*ry upright Soul is breathing to>> 
comes under this Defcnption- 
When they that are in tlxir Graves 
-hear the Price of the Sen of Man 
and live* tbey'l rife inrTune. Thy 
dead Men Jhait tii/e^ together n?/rfrJft.XXVI. 
my food Bedy {hall they arife. Awake 1 ** 
and >jingi ye that dwell i?P the Dttft. 
*Tis the only QrdWtnce of this 
World, chafe we meet with in a 

better ; \Prvphetys that ML Tcmues * Cor. 
wit celfe, £l fh£ coiftraoa means XIU. «. 
of rJhmdcdgtfanifr *w**» Bat it's 
the BlefTednefe of thofe that ^n>fZ?Rcv.xlV.3 
itr the Ihdl&ng ef God, the fAufe 
natm^de with hands*, that they frail 
rt&r fv*ife him. The 144000 fmg 
anrvSwrg before the Thr*n*. Now 
fntfety trc fltoutd not have had the . 
Jey* and Worftip of a dear Bter* 
nity put into thefe Names, if there 
were not fomething in the prefent ' 
Sweets of Dufcy to |uide our Con- » 
ception of it. This is the Em- 
ployment of Saints and Angels, a 
Meditation upon thofe Wonders 

D 3. that 
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Serm.II.that are recorded in Heaven, with 
o*w> eyerlafting Shouts of Praife* u 

him that fits vpn the Throne^ and & 
the Lamb. 'Tis in thefe terms 
that God's own Delight* is «x^ 
Zeph. III. prefs'd i Me will reft 4ti his JLtrtef 
*7- and rejoice vQer them with finging. 

'Tis a good *way to allure out- 
value for that better Church, when 
the moft delightful part of Wor- 
ship here is to give it a Title. The 
Faith and Hope, that are con- 
tending upwards, do neva: fo 
well'employthemfelves, as lir the 

Drrty or admiring - God ;< bfcaufe- 
it's 10 much the fame with the Vi~ 
fion into Whfch they fhaft expire. 

m conclude thcwkole wfthvjjKJt. 

ApoftltV Advice, grounded \x>n . 

HckxiH. this very Argument * W* have htre > 

14, 15. no continuing City ^ but we feek jane . 
ta come \ 'tis the defire of oar Souls- 
i hat it may be, and w£ haw tthg 
Word of a Redeemer that it §iall 7 

be: By him therefore let tu offe&tb* 
Sacrifice cf Praife vnto Cod coptir, 
mudfyj that is, the Fruit of ottrldfr^ 
giving thanks unto his. Name** 
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i^RMON lit 

PSAL. CXLVII. i. 

» • • » 

Fftifiye the Lwd y for it is good 
to ftng Prssfe to our God;fbr 
it -it pledfdnt, and Praife U 
comfy; 

>>*%piS the third Part df 'the 
t I Stibjeft that has fallen to 
• ^ my fhare, and which H | 
am to confider at this timey *•*• 
Td reprefent the Exccfortte of this 
noJ>le Duty, and recbmrtiend itttr 
yddr Love and Efteem. I fhall 

D 4, confine 
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Ser. IH/coofinc my feif ftri&ly to this An- 
gle Branch of the Sobieft* aed, enr 
(icavQur to keep within the limits 
prefcrib'd me. 

k EXCELLENCE, Of the jjtft 
Commendation that belongs to* 
thing, way be conftdcr'd either as 
fhmethiug real and inherent in the 
Subjeft i or w fomethiag reM$tiv*j 
and in the refped it bears to other 
things. The former- fignifies the 
intrwjickValw of a thing, or what 
it Has In it W *> r0co*mi<uid::*t : 
The latter ffgnifies its Preference to 
•tbe* thiftgs <* whatthtf* i» i* 
it that exceeds others of a like 
kind.,: . 

I {hall proceed upoi\ thefe gene* 
M§1^fttftoW tsk^proftitt &&s 
aad irepixfeeBt: the BweBsact^ or 
#*&* o| tb* Duty, sn<fer this 
double Confideration of it, 

I.: Qwifideir it mors JthfrUj^ 

W^a^ijti^iAitfelf. 
Up Movp Relatively ^ and a* it 

ftands ijpu cpmparifa« -witlr 

othess* 



* * 
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Under the former I tail Acw&j-. gfc 
wherein- it agrees, aad wttat. kWV\# 
Jrat BMwe in? emmtm with a/to* e 
Under the latter, wherein; it xah 
ieHf and* whaf. k fias mace apjfro- 

$«i*te?and fefntiar t» ttf/S0i "*" 

■ l.< I lhall confider it more dbfa 
litdy* And the Excellence of ft 
ifrfll appear, if yoaview^hewfoi* 
Smnvrof it, antl confider it in -aB 
itsrParts^ i**u 

§. i • Confider the Matter* tha* 
is? to be ftng •, in the general, The 
Pirdfcs of God t That I mfy jhevf pf, ix.14. 
firth ail fby Praife. And the Apo* 
ftle exprefles it by Pfdms^ and 
ftymnsj and ffirituxl Sengs ; which 
perhaps may be defign'd to fignify 
nothing more than the feveralTi* 
ties and Divifions of the Book ot 
Pfalms. -■ • \ 

But then this mtift be under* 
ftood in^ the fulleft Latitude t 
Whatfoevet tends to the Praife of 
the Almighty^ every Reprefenta- 
tionvof hi&Gtory, and eyery Dif* 
coveryof his WiiK And* if you 
con&lt the Sacred Pfalmody, you 
(hall find that the Pfalms that are 

D jf upon 



Ser. flj. are full of various 

i/VV ipd one of the mqft' 

te Parts, of the Sacred 

artficularly, ' .'; 

fing the Praifes of 

r. To this purpofii 

Pfelms of David are 

particularly direfted ; that recount 

the Glorys of the great Creator, 

and celebrate his Praife, in the 

ftately Fabrick of Heaven and 

■ Earth, in the rich .Furniture and 

vaft Variety of Beings, in all the 

Imprefles of his Glory upon the 

Creation, and all the Inftances of 

his eternal Power and Godhead. 

Pf. XIX. The Heavens declare the Glory of 

i, a. God-) and the Firmament Jkeweth bit 

x Handy'Tvcri, &c. Thou art grtax^ 

clothed with Majefly and Honour.; 

covertfi thy felf with Light as with* 

PC CIV. Garment ; firttcheftout the Heavens. 

bciming. a, a Curtain -■ He layeth the Beams if 

his Chamber in the 1Vater y maketh the. 

Clouds his Cbarict, and valketh vfott 

the Wings of the Wivd. thou laid? ft 

the Foundation of the Earth-, that it 

fbould not be removed for ever, and. 

cover'dfi it with the Beef at with a 

Garment, etc. 

And 
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wftia,** yet there waj none of them. 
. iAgainj !We fmg the Praifes or 
M&e?V}i$g Love. To this feveral 
of the'pobleft'Pfalms of David ex-, 
prefly refer, that foretel the Com- 
ing, of the Me$jh t . and defcribe- 
theGlprysof his. Perfon, and the 
Eriutsof his Death.. The Pfalmift ptxtv. : 
flags of the Excellence and. Glory; 
of the Kin& j .and particularly de- 
"" fcrib'esj , 
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as the loweft Abatement. 

TJie^Song of Solomon is- a (Jwroff 
and rapturous,: asweflas a lefty 
md artful Piece of Poetry; defiJri- 
biog at'once the Beauty and Ex- 
cellence of the Redeemer's Pcribn, 
and'the-Tendernefsxjf hisAfficKoa' 
and Care; the Intercouries of- di- 
vine Love in all the various Wor- 
kings of Kindnefs and-Refptfft be- 
tween. Cbriit and his Church. 

And if you look into the New 
Teftament, we have the Song of 
t*tel>*6.M*ry upon the Meflage of the An- 
gels, and the Salutation of.E/12.*- 
httb; Where (he celebrates the 
condefcending Favour of the Al- 
mighty 



imigftty to her tow and atumWdWn iffil 
State, whesrrte aba&tfethe l^ig^y^^^V^** 
aad* the BfreodV mA tti' SaraM-* . 
HiMtofrMerc? W Ms People 7/^ , 
w*J0r THert<h^the S»g <* 3*4^1*7? 
tbArin*^ wfcete he* ttcfcttot^ at* 
ferg^hi^ K*ithftife»fii t*> hi* Pro* 
mife in fendiDg the Mejfith) and 
tjte mighty Benefit*ttv the World 
,hy ^fe'Afejpeararae : Andth*tw>* 
ttoroBS'SOnj* <?f etfr- Simem at tfteLuifell*** 
iJghtof the lirfaiit-Rfedeewier^ 

Again, We fing^the Pfcuferof 
THvidminL Can : His regular 
.Cover Mwnt^fldp&rticfettr No tice 
;&f» att* > his Greatdresv He ^ctaily 
* iiipports the Being, aftd Applies 
the Wants* of innumerable Crea^ 
tares, and exercifcs & mfk* and 
'. equal Ckre of every one.. He di«^ 
re&s^ the' Cbarfo of poWick* Aft 
1 fafts by a-fore and unerring Hand; 
and over-rules the Diforders of 
them by feafonable Interpo&res 
and powerfut Influence. Many- of 
tte Pfalim of David are dedicated 
to-> the »• Praife ofc hfo< Providence* 
Hfe dtefcribes his Omniprefente and . 
particular Obfervance of every r pfiIm 
thing : Whither Jhafc J fief from cxXXiX 

* *hy 7i d,r 



Srifc; llhtty frtfentxi Whither flail J _ 
l/V\J/rflfM */?y Spirit f If I aft end vf into 
Heaven \ if I makeinyhd in fyll; % 
if Itakrtbe Wmg$ of : the Mftrn'm^ 
. ' ,/ .and, dwell in the vttermfi farts fj£ 
the Earth \ bjhold tbot* ^rtthere^ &c* 

He defcribes bis general Goodnefs 

and his tender Mercy over all his 

Pfilm Wpirks* The Earth is full of th* 

CXLVIIL Gpodnefs of the herd* Th* Eyes ?f 

*fc i A all I90I tmto thee* *nd thou'givefk 
them, their Feed in dve feafon. He 
ofenetb hie hand, and fatisfeth the 
Dc fires of all the Living* He ce* 
lebrates his own Deliverance out -of 

Pf.XVIIL the hands of all hit Enenysy and qp* 
of the hands of Saul. 

Particularly, The extraordinary 
Appearances of God in the World, 
botkof Judgment and Mercy * ia 
the nmifual Difplays of hiotfelf, $% 
well as in th^ more ftated andojr-> 
dinary Courfe of things* Thisbaf . 
been always Matter, of Praife to 
the People of God, and the Sub T 
je& of fomeof their nobleft Songs* 
Such was the Song of Mofes \ 

txod.XV. where he magnifies the Am of the 

Lord in fo miraculous Appearance, 

that at once carry'd with ; \l fuddea 

' Deli* 
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Deliverance to his People, ftrprKSer. Ill 
img Ruin to their Enemys, and o^VXJ 
Tferrour and Amazement to all 
tJ&PWorid; Such was his dying 
Stay* 1 } where he gives a lively Dcut. 
awr^ff^ing DefcriptJon of theXXXii. 
diftingtfflMng Favour and rich 1 — 4^ 
Bounty of God to Ifrael r and all 
the Terrotirs of Vengeance and 
Wrath that would come uponk 
them;for their Rebellion and Alxife* ' 
And fo the Song of Deborah and Judg. V. 
Barak, who judg'd Jfrael when 
God fubdu'd the Canaanites before 
them, is foil of beautiful Figures 
and noMe Mights v and is remaiv 
kable as well for its artful Contri- 
vance, as its admirable Senfe. 

I lhall clofe this Head with this * 
one Reflection : That as the Sacred 
Foefy is one of the nobkft Parts 
of all the Divine Writings, fo it, 
vaftly exceeds, in the Sublimenefs 
of Subject and Majefty.of Expref- 
fion, the fined Compofitions of 
human Wit, fc and the.moft laboured 
Erodu&ions of Art. And 'tis 
greatly to be lamented, that that 
noble Art, which fprung from 
God, and was devoted, to his. 
- • • - - Praife > 



Sej> lfrPraf*i i* fo fl^y <teg«roratd3 

J p£r Ufo Th* driebratad A*k of 
the pf efent A^ge kav^ cktato tbfr 
K!a)£fty bf 1 Vetffej an* proftitUJ** 
tire Maf* to the Service of their 
Huffs ; ami ftv th* lafiikJfr ^luto- 
bers 1 and the fweetelk Verfe ha*e 
been employed in defctfibfag . the 
ftaciffal' AtchievetiieriU. 'anftf the 
ftlfbw Praiffe of feme little H&o 
or lend Amour* The iiaptre Mfef- 
tutes' of tife fiacft; Poews oflfead 
aftid ffcock a* pieus or avetftaoasr 
Miml* and 1 render th^Xi futf of 
Satire and r Danger to ethers^ lik# 
hrfbiptes' Poifik, that plfcafes aixf 
corrupts, eafiiy' ifrffflfcates aud e»* 
tersdeepvand thfe higher a reltfli 
k gives,thte more furety deflfn>y&- v 

§» 2. Let us coafider-the Sbbjfdh 
that is t8 be* empteyM ifi tinging 
the Praifes of* God; 'Tilth*. £s* 
erdfe of the whole Man. It era*. 
ploys the Facultys and Mtmtofcfr 
of Soul and Body- It -engager thr 
ftiff Strength of' Nature. BwioUl 
ftance, - i : • 

There mnflrbeaUBioBimiHar^ 
iaony of all the Vomn of the Soul*> 

They 



Tkcy-mftall concur* and be fefcStt- III* 
right to ftu$ the Pr*ife* of God. 'AV 

miW* £fo*rt« £kjG the Lord* Q 8g.pf.cULi* 
&«/,, and *H tbtf .1* t*i*bi& wMtf* 
hiiMyNvw* The Heart if the; 
Seat of Life afld the Sjxrii>^ of 
Motion, that diifafts Life iota 
every Part* and. feed* the vital 
Pulfe ia t every Veio* The Heart is 
the Lifeand Soul of evety Duty, 
and we are; expselly reqvrif'd to. 

m#k*< Mdtxdy i* w* Hem* ThfcEpkV.19. 

tjnMtfamdmg is. the noblean4 diC-.«au*vi^ 
ttoguiihLng £q wtt of the Soul j» aw& 7 * 
vw xnuaft. jf&g Px*#*£ *£& VmUv^ x c& r . 
flmding 1 I r»Mi fw$ w**&tl* f fo>tfaXIV. !$•! 

ttfao it {faouldfac xaeaotof tbrt^a^ 
derftandiog of fr****, > ^ that 
they may uoctecftaad what is fiwig 
(as may be gather'd from v~ i$k) 
yet. does, However eteatly fupp©fe t 
aad m$ret foongly urfer his otw^ 
We. nui& diitiudly agfPrchead, ^ndk 
rightly conceive the, Seofk aad* 
Mtajiiu&of what we.ftpg, ,lt'ra» 
quite* the proper Exercife of all 
the Afie&ioas^th* Stable working 
of the natural Bxftw aafwerahk 

to* 
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Ser. HI. to the various Matter and 'ftlfc 
w/V>*> different Subjeft of our Sbrtr. : - v 
Yea,' Singing requires the Ex- Q 
ercife of all tne Graces, -.aiid'tWK 
moft heavenly bad exalted Frafcre 
of Mind. *Th no low and corir-"* 
mon Temper of 'Soul, that is *fti- 
table to the* high Praifes of God. 
Colli 1. 1 5 We muft fing with Grace -tV' our* 
Hearts. For inftance, with an 
humble Reverence and holy AWe^ 
. under the ftnfe of hi* infinite Dif- 
tance and glorious Excellence, 
txo&XV-TPho is fearful in Praifes, wording 
'Wonders. With Divine Lover Aa* 
^ : affe&ionate Senfe of his Lovelinefe' 
• - • and.Perfeftion ; a Heart enftam^d'- 
with Love to God, as the inoffi* 
amiable Being and R>untain of all* 
Perfe&ion, and ftronely afpirin£ 
dnd tending towards him. Wifff 
heavenly Joy: An Exultation eP 
Heart* the Riflings and Overflow 
ings of the Soul, from the Fulnefr 
of inward Senfe, and'Strength of 
inward Refentment. We muft Ve* 
PC IX. 2. glad and rejoice ) and md** jbyjid 
•-XCIV.4. nc itfe ^ rejoice and finr Praifa . witfif 
real Gratitude* Alrindly R^ent- 
incnt of divine Favours j *a Htert 

deeply 
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deeply affe&ed with his variousStf. III- 
Goodnefs, and freely difpos'd to OVS» 
proper Acknowledgments and. Re- 
turasj &c. ' -„.;. 
- And then the. Members of the 
Body mult be emplay'd too \ and, 
it engages all the noble and excel- 
lent Parts. The Tongue that is 
our Glory is the great Internment of 
Praife, and conftantly employ'd' 
in finging to the Lord: My Glory wxxx, 
Jhall fitg Praife to ther y Mid not be * a* 
jUettt. The-Lips ■■, Becaufe thy Ln- 
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Sen UL §. S- Confider the Exereife it 
' v felf. *TIs a noble Exercife finable 
to the glorious Objeft .it's-emr-! * 
plo^d about, and thq exqellefttj 
Subjeftit employs. . There are fe- 
Veral Property s of lingular jLxcefr* 
Fence." For inflance $ 

'Tis a great Solemnity of ppfp^t 
Worflup. That it tya§- pr$&i$;& 
under the Law, appeaars by fctel 
whole Book of Pfalms^ and is not* 
I fuppole r call'd in qucftioa bjr. 1 
any : That *t\s renew'cl and eea-x 
» tinu'd under the Gofpel^. has bstfc 
already prov'd* 1 a» onljf tfl ar*; 



*Tis not, I think* a iae*ely 
tural Duty r mwklefc an a^bilratp 
.: one > that can. be- juftty r*efcQi>'4* 
among the Inventions- of flfea> <m\ 
to draw its Origmal fr&n* to 
Wifdom of thi* World- , *?*% 
an Inftitution of Qofpelr Worfl»jv. 
that beass- the ktfpsefc of divia**. 
GoMlT.itf Atthovity* i&< coa&ptfated by the 
Matxxvi ExamfU oi the Redeemer, and t*V 
3^ bepcrform'd by the help-. Of tfeflj 
Eph^.rS. Divine 5fmt.* £« fiirdmtk tfan 
Sfirir r , fptaling, .to your fetfres in 

iCor. xw Pfalmsy &c And, Imltfog nwrfr 
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tbeSpirk md with Vnderfianding :Ser. III. 
*, *. by -the Affiftanceof the Spi-^^W 
rit of God, as well as with thq 



gives an Air and Delight to it, 
and is one of the principal Glorys 
of theGofpeiWorfhip. 

Belides, 'tis a fpiritusl Service. 
Spirituality is the diftingaifhing 
Chat after of every Part of Gofpel 
Worftiip ; as we are to have a 
more direft eye to God who is a 
Spirit, and more efpecially to re- 
gard the Workings and Exercife 
of our own Spirit: Toworjkip fif'mjohjv^ 
in Spirit and in Troth. 

Now tho the Ceremony and 
State of the legal Worlhip, and 
efpecially of the Temple-Service, 
«qnir*d tnftnymufical fnftruments 
ana gifeat external Pomp ; yet 
finging the Praifes of God is very 
futable 
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Ser. HI. futable to the Parity of Gofpel- 
" Worfhip, and a very great Exer- 
cife of Spirituality. 'Tis a fyi- 
ritual Objeft we are wholly to at- 
tend j The Glory and Perfe&ion 
of the Divine Being. We ; *ye 
him and terminate on him iti the 
moft dired and immediate man- 
ner. And 'tis the proper Exercife 
of our own Spirit : / wilt fag with 
the Spirit ana with Understanding. 
And tho there is a Concurrence of 
Soul and Body, and the oqe is em- 
ployed as well as the other j yet 
the Soul is the proper Agent, the 
Body only the Inftrument of the 
Soul, or the Organ thro which it 
fings the Praifes of God. 

Indeed it requires the beft Ex- 
ercife of the Soul, as 'tis proper 
to pure unbody'd Spirits: That 

we be filPd with the Spirit j [peeking ' 
to our [elves in Pfalms^ &c. The 
Wind fhould be wholly abftra&ed 
from all fenfible Obje&s, and deep- 
ly intent in the Contemplation of 
the Divine Glory j and 'tis never 
more fpiritual, than in the right* 
Performance of this heavenly 
Work. ^ 

Further ; 



the Duty of Si nging: 71 
Further i ^Th^ comely Exercife. Set-. III. 

'Tit good t* fing Praife to our (7^, VTy^f 
mi Praife is comely* Comelinefs c ^ L yjj #I 
or Decency is the Sutablenefs of 
things oxfc to another, and a cer- 
tain Agreeablenefs between them j 
;yy hen there is a due Proportion* 
or -at leaft a proper Sutablenefs 
between Perfons or Things, as it 
anay be refpe&ively apply'd : as in 
a comely Face or regular Building. 
. Now there is a mighty Decency 
in this Cgfe, and it well becomes 
u$ to ling the Praifes of God. 
Nothing yre can do is more worthy 
of God, or better agrees to our 
ielyefu Nothing is more futable to 
the Diftance and Relation between 
£od and his Creatures. When the 
heavily King i\ furrounded with 
lottd Acclamations of joyful Sub- 
jects, bis Excellence and Perfedion 
froclaim'd and exalted by the 
igheft Praife ^ his wonderful 
Works are raagnify'd and admir'd 
in triumphant Acknowledgments, 
and his Bounty and Love celebra-~ 
ted and ador'd with Hallelujahs of 
Joy : When every Mouth is fill'd 
with his Praife, and every Place 

* re- 
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Ser. III. refoands and ecchoes back his 
x>*VVJNaitie; nothing is more agreeable 
in it felf, or has a more delightful 
lovely Appearance to the World. 

Finally, 'Tis highly acceptMe 
and pieafi ng to God. Tis an Ho- 
nour to the Almighty (fuch as & 
Creature is capable of ) to fing hi* 
Praife : And God is plfcas'd with 
the Service, both as his own Ap- 
pointment, and the higheft Ex* 
predion of our Eftcem. He is 
the proper Obje& and the £toriotis 
Theme, and has fbmetimes given 
Cgnal Marks of his Approbation- 

Eph.V.i 9. > Tis ma ki n g Melody in our Hems to 
the Lord. Tis Melody to the 
Lord: Tis grateful in the Ears 
of the Almighty, as Melody and 
Mufick is in ours. He delights in the 

Pf.XXIl.3 Praifes of his Saints, as he inhabits 
the Praifes of Ifrael. The Voice 
of their fincere Praife -is a plea- 
fant Sound : The Breath of their 
Praife, like the Smoke of the Sa- 
crifice, or the Cloud of Incenfe^ 
afcends to God in a fweet Per- 
fume. 'Tis an Odour of a fweet 
fmelly and with fuch Sacrifices Cod is 
well fleas'd. 

§.4. 



theEnth and U&s Sfer. iffi 
Of it. 7 > *lts not a mere Solemnity ^CWSJ? 
a Piece of empty State j only to 
give Life and- Airs to the more 
grave and folemn Parts of Wor- 7 ^}\ 
fhif*, or a more fcnfible Relifh Of f 

Pieafora ta the* Service of -God.' 
'Tis a profitable Exercife,' and is r Iir ° 
of admirable Benefit and Ufe* 
Forinfcance, 

. ?Tis vefy JnftruElihg. There i* 
a rich Variety, of excellent Mat- 
tel? in^ the Sabred P&lms,' fotable 
to all the Condition* of Life, <and 
alllthe Workings of an holy Soul: 
Many rar^ Difcoverys of divine 
TfcutVandmany rich Experiences. 
Thetlrteleof diveraPfilms is Maf- 
cbiift^.AV&im givin^Jnftraftion- 
-olfcv?- ilteihfr Pratfes' isvrery 
profitable- tor fhe implying of 
eurxUnj|erffiandiflg aid Knowledg 
oixkp Truth. > lAte^a Be^ra of 
Divinolight dattsiritbthe Mind t 
and (Kn?s clear ^andJflfrong: c.qrhe 
^Eraeriences *. of . othet holy Sotil£ 
M&u&.:us> in the iKnowledg. of 
oar own. ' And fo of all thetfavi 
of T im pTOVcatent by r the DwkW 
Word, as-Reading, Hearing,' &c<> 
* ->*'< '* E this 



>. 



§^;>iLth|3 is apne ef - tJfe terft . confi- 

V^CVdwablfc bo$bffts t^ $hjp cl«w 

fopLOwl^dg c>f the Piwe WH, md, 

the better AcquaiptiuMse wtfh our 

Eph.V.ip.feftc$. Sftjfking tto.jpmr \ fdvfx m 

Pfitfatf &<?•' cofflmwAng with one 
*Aotbe? eb«H|t tbem * Asd, jfiwA- 

tfitfrs mdJfyms. : Where T?*cfo*r 
may refer to Matters gf jPdUh ana 

of iLifeufcd Ditty-/ AiSt fbwe 
may confideraibty . grew ia- the 
Kwvleidg of the Truth, arid; a- 
bound with pradical Dare&ions for 
tfed Government of Life * And 
what&ever is the Stibjeft- ptf the 
Pfeimwe ftag, may be >ptwtablf 
iwprov'd by wift Aacoramodat^on 
to «wr fetors* dr at teaft by pro- 
per Mtdifcatiws Upon it. 

Again, Tis aniJ^U/wg-.Bxtr- 
cifc, peculiarly fittedjwit h fpfeciai 
Advantage to raife boiy AJFe&iohs 
of Soul, and enliven etery Grace. 
The Thoughts have more lcifure 
to w6rk, and are more intenfely 
fix'd, while the Sound is dilated 
and drawn out to fc great a length, 
and the Mind cmploy ? d with To 

much 



the Dtquf S-txkixisS f$ 

much Solemnity. Aad'tUe 'iamt-Sw.-jfii 
thing iviU'more powerfully mov«) ^YXJ 
and more feafibly. affcft, when 'tis 
devoutly fong, than when 'tis ever ; , 
fo carefntty read. Thus Singing 
wtB afleQ: theSoulwith'an inward 
Grief and the decpefl: Sottow.ii 
Penitential Pfirims, and with the 
warmeft Lore and Joy in Plaints 
of Praife. It wiH raife and di- 
late the Mindy and gire the bed ii -*;' 
advantage to the ftrongeft Wor- " : "' ' J 
kings of Afle&ioh. Thus tfca 
Hearts of thoty Men hate beed 
fometimes qoiclten'd and drawn 
forth in Raptares of Low and 
Esctafys of Delight. They havo 
bifen,, as it -wwe, flattering apon 
the Wing, and ready to ri% dhd 
mount, nnd' fly away. .' St. jjiifiiii 
relates of hlmielf at hisfirftCon- 
verGon •-, hm t ..» 

hm txceediitgly- n f.- 

of the HypiM and ' 

nlons Voices vf th 
Voices fierc^d mj 
enter 'd my Sottk, 
were rais , d i : Tears 
this pnrpdfe the! 
perienceof-thefa 



y6 The, E x.c ellence of 
3«r-. IILremarfcable, That when became 
L/V?V into the Aflembly, while, they 
?£? vn were finging the Praifes of God f 
p&i. xu. fce fottffd ft mfdf fuddenly infpir'd 

with ; a divine Warmth, and 

Jtr£**gely afie&ed with Love ?md 

Joy i fo that the Aflfemtylyfeem'd 

t0 him a$ the Gate of Heaven, or 

an Entrance into Glory. 

Again \ 'tis an Entertaining and 

Pfal. pk»iant Work : *Tis good te fog 
CXLVIM p r ^ f Qr it is fleafat. *T[ S a 

religious Entertainment, a divine 
Retail, to an hQly SouJ, i>y which 
it gives vent to its inward Relent- 
ments, and takes in an agreeable 
Pleafure, *Tifr a fweet Splace and 
Belight i^Cijr pumftances of Prof*-; 
perky, ai*d : Eafe, to ling the prai- 
ies ot Qo4 j. ,^4 'tis molt peculi- 
arly fu table and proper at fuch a 
j an ^y #l ^ # time : If any be merry ^ let himfing 
J^^CjPfalm* . \fa the time of Prefperity 
*4» rqoice Xs \ r 

r This \will take off the Mind 
ftom Ibw Delights and carnal 
fyUrtk tiiat are^apt ta divert ajkL 
defile ^andtakeit up in the molt. 
prope$\ Exercife, and be at the 
feme . time a noble Employment 

r m. and' 



v •»» 



the Duty of S i n c i n«.'» ff 

and Entertainment too. 'TwiltSer. Ilk 
enliven our Spirits, and refine our 
Joys ; 'twill yield a Refreftuneht 
to the Mind, tif'd with other holy* * * 

Exercifes, and amidft all the other 
Delights of Life be conftant Me- 
lody and Mufickto the Soul : Iheyn&iLtf. 
cflntimtd daily with . otie. Accord iri 
the TempUy and breaking Bread from ..'.-" 
Hoitfe toHoufti did eat their Mea.fr 
with Gladnefs and Singlenefs of Hearty 
frdifirig the Lord, ' And 'tis faid of 
the Difciples, at the Afcenfioh of 
ours Lord, They worfitifd him y and Luke 
returned ta Jerufalem with great Joy } XXlV.$3~ 
and were continually in the Temple ~ 
blejfmg and pr4ifing God* 

Laltly, 'Tis very ttmfortktg ancP 
fupporting:.* 'Tis the great Re- 1 
frefliment of an affii&ed State, as 
well as the- Entertainment of a 
more profperous one : 'Tis a . . * 
mighty Relief to a Spirit oppref$'d> . v i 

with Cares and Griefs; itexhila*: 
ratesand revives a drobpinjj and* 
languishing Soul, c and raifesJandt 
enlarges the Heart when 'tis funk- 
down and contrafted within it 
felf, and has fometimes . yielded 
Gonfolatkm abd Support ijnder; 

4 <, " E 3 the 



7* Tkt EXCELtEHCl Of 

Stu IU» theclofeft Confinement and the Fe- 
li^oTV wreft Sufficing*; Thus foul and 
Aa.xvi. 5^^ ^ a dofe Prifon, faftned in 

25# the Stocks, in the Darknefs of the 

Hight r reUcv'd their Spirits, and 

delighted their Souls Dy finging 

the Praifes of God. Aid the ho- 

t ly fcfalmift tells lis his Experience, 

PCCXIxl 7j&/ Statutes b*ue been my $mgs in 
54* the Honft of. my Pilgrimage. They 

have fiirniih'd me with matter of 
Praife io my Wildertefi State* 
and in my Wandrings thro this 
Worlds and have refr$fli\i.my 
Soul iujrit* tilt rratf tfcin5ta$^a«ri 
Riti$ues of Life* 

To this pufpofe the 
Ghtiftitas, nnder the thifd Per- 
feottibn* by Tiroi**, met hgntar 
vgry.wmrfy m a>fiattd dty^ti jfcg 
a* tiyntHtvCtirifi their GvA-, as wr 
Piin^pift. related by Ptivy y an Heathen WrS+ 
$7* tfcr, in his Accbtoit to thfc Bitajpe- 
ror.. And that- Pillage of the re- 
nbwn'dand htroick Darktr is wpf~ 
tly GfafirraliDn, who was Wont 
to tell Mcl#*(thon (a very wife and 
learned, but a more timorous and 
fcarfui Man), under the great Di£» 
cuftmgei&e&N and dark ftofpeds 

of 



/ -» 



theDuijr <f Singing; ^9 

of things at. the .beginning of thcSer/ jjfc' 
Reformation : Come, fays he, /«vy^\^» 



at 



,€o The Excellence of 

Ser.III. , ' ■. 

!</W II. I ihall cofltajer it jtobrer*i?if- 
tively^ and in cwparifin with p- 
therl)utys. This will not beany 
odious Companion or invidious 
Preference, like thofe among Men, 
to fink the Cbara&er and darken 
the Reputation of one, to raife^and 
'brighten another. J Tis ufual, in 4 
the&Sriptures, to make Compari- 
fonsof Graces and Dutys as well 
as Sins* and to give the Prefe- 
rence or one to another ; and 'tis 
a proper meafure, by whid* tp 
take the value of things, to com- 
pare them with others of the fame 
kind, and fhew wherein they ex- 
cel. Thus oqr <Lf>rd fpeaks . of, the 

MaOOTlFirjf and . Great Vomkajia^ * that 
38. ^ which; is chief ind priafcjgal In 
. Value as well as in Ordcfrvv a#d lb 
MacV.19.we read of. the Leafi Command. 
And the Apbftle makes a compa- 
rifon among: the principal Graces, 
; and gives tbp juft P^efer€fnce t of 
iCor. f one to' thfc f¥^? $?W \ffm*wcfb 
XIII. 1 3/ Faith ^ . Uofe* CkaHrity^ ihefc three* 
but the greatefi of thefe is Charity ; 
i. e. it excels the other two/ And 
iCor.XIL he, fpeaks of coveting the hefi Gifts; 
"•i- * '" * and 



the Duty of SiM4itf$ %t 

jini of jhewing m more exceSettt&M.Her.&l, .'. 

There is a real Difference in in&&4lQJ 

Degrees of their Excellence,. . as 

there is in their Natures andKinds. 

r ■ But then this maft be underibood 

to be infometi 

not in every, B 

Grace and Duty 

cellence as W' 

Place,, and. fo e 

nbther in fom 

and to fome fpt 

that this is defi; > 

the true value, ana aingn tne pro/- 'a? 

per place of one, not to prejudice 

ordifpaxage. any. 
To bring this down, to the preV 

fent Gafe : There are other Duty.s 
of Religion that, for inftance, are • 

more abfolutely neceflkry in our 
prefent State, and all things contl- 
oer'd, than finging the Praifcs of .. 
God y fuchas Repentance towards 
God, and Faith'in the J..ordJefii& 
Chrift:Thefe are indifpen&bly 
neceflary by the Gofpel-Co*enaot» 
and fuch as we->:an!t be fayI4 '■ 

without ; and in this 'Re^atheil 
exceed all others* Bat then thii 
Duty is preferable in fym*; Re.^ : / . 
E-5 fpeft-s 



rs *f fes^- 

filf. As 
rtprefcnt 

nc%. 
bear* to 

ftber part 
peers hiWi 
ition, and 
e is to- be 
Obje&of 
rfl to the 
us of his 

excellent 
lcr Dutys 

in lower 
e cohftVd 
s hisAIU 
Ripply all 
r, liis flier* 
i forgive; 
ord, that 
:o deliver 

>d, as he 
is in Tiimfelf, in all the Ihining 
Perfections of his Nature, and in 
aH his wonderful Works; in eve- 
ry Appearance of love and Power, 
of Mercy and Judgment to the 
World. 



Wprid- Wfe i&qftter him as the Sit Iff 
inoft glorious and lately Beibg; l/Y\ 
the molt adoifeble Qbjeft, aad 
worthy the lugheft Ven^ritidn. In 
a*«rord**t]s $od ihhis bigheftGlo* 
tfy y and under r he heft Cdttfidcra* 
tipns 6f him, ,tfcdt is the pra+ 
per Ohjeft of Brftife^ 

Thwsyou ftiaill find he is always 
fpokei erf in the prefect Ctfc: W* Pf. LXVI. 
)S*£ fmidf m '$bi JHmaur tof hit Nkmt \ *• 
r.e, /the:Btofeftidns of hit Nature * r 
' by Whicfc>h^ states hjto&lf Hoawfl ^ 
[ and is diftinguilh'd from every' o-! * 

fc ther Briiqj. We fing Prautfe to 

him according to hisTJtJce&w GVettr T Pf. CL. 2. 

tefi. $in£ BnoifitiJa asr Kinfr jSwFCXLVIL 
Praifis^fir 6ed;ik fte King of *M 67- 
th* EartiK Sing njGnd^ fing Praifi^ pf^ 
extol Mm ihkt ridtthupan the He** LXVIH.4. 
i*n$ by hisnatitt Jah, and rejoice be* 
fire him. And to of his great Ajw 
p£aranc*$-in the World : Wefibtf 
ef all hfe iftarvcHiHs IVorhj aha PfcUx.i. 
praifc htrii actordiog to his ntig bty Pf# CL 2 * 
AB /. W* Jfc*t* /wiib A*/ Salvation, p£ xqvi * 
keel are his Glory ameng the Hea~ 1^2. 
fhensy ihis Wonders among the Pet* 
pie : He # 'greaty a»d greatly to b* 
feared} tibow afi G$dt* 



84 Th Exc^LtiKfcE of 

Ser. Hi. -. §.2. With jfefped to the £r©p&r 

IAV Subjettsy who are fit and cjualifyd 
to perform it.' I don't xfeny but 
a wicked Man rtiay fing the Prai- 
fes of God, and '. ma/ receive, In** 
ftru&ion and Admonition by wljat 
he fings v fe all Men.are cali'd up- 

PfiLG on to fing to God their iMkhr* 

But 'tis the more proper Duty of 

the Vpright, and fuch only cap 

• reach the foil or the principal Ends 

pfJ. of ^ ~ Rejoice in the Lardy yt Rigbr. 

XXXIII. teoMSiforfraifehcamtly fdrtheVf- 

h right* 

There are fome Dutys of Reli- 
gion that are more proper to wic- 
ked Men, and efpecially defign'd 
for their good, fuch as the worft 
of Men ought to perform, and 
may hope to find Benefit by : as 
Prayer, for pardoning Mercy and 
renewing Grace-, nearine the 
Word, tor the Gonvi&ion of Con- 
fcience, and lnftru&ion in the 
Truth J Repentance for Sin, &c. 
But now finging the Praifes of the 
Lord, in its moft direft and natural 
Signification and Ufe, fuppofcs 
Converfion, and is the mor? pro* 
per Exereife of a regenerate Souh 
* They 



Tiey are only fit to=fing> the SrairBtr.i sa- 
fes, of God, vhofc.-.¥a»i^*rtf'ftt.iwO(rtW 
right, and can make, meted y-.in 
their Hearts to thfrljwd^/- Where- 
as the Praifes of. wicked -Men, in 
the molt; artful Tunes, and with 
the fweeteffc Voice,, is bat jar- 
ring Difcord, and a grating Noife 
in the Ears of God ; like a one 
Ltff»n play'd upon an Instrument 
onftrungand out of Tanei 
- ; Befides, that 'tis the proper Du- . 
ty of the belt Circumftances^ and 
the beft Promts of Mind. Every 
Duty has its fpecial feafon, and is 
more f 
time th 
our fel 
of Goc 
Diftref; 
pecially 
in the 
perous 

*&&, « Jmb-V.ij, 

dny be 

In the &**«. 

Tis th ■«• 

Man fl 
lives a 
higheft 



3fcjS fll. voui^ arid hte * Heart is waraM 

L/^yS/with JJivine Love,and fall of ftoeet 
Experience. 

■J. 3- With refoeft to the x#W of 
<be ExercHe it ielf. The -Divine 
Authority enltaiflpfc ft ratoe tipoa 
every Duty, and challenges & difc 
tinft regard-, but finging the 
Praifes of God h the nobieft part 
of Worlhip, as 'tis the mpft im- 
felfijh and cBfintxt^fted Bxercifc rf 
the Soul : It has not oftly the di- 
fefteft rdpe& to God, aad*that id 
the Righeft aqd tnoft excellent 
Confideigtion of him 5 bat it in- 
tlrtlyxefpeftfe him, afrd k wholly 
taken up xxi the Contemplation and 

' Regard. aP.fim. ^iVan &xpfe£ 

fi6n of pure £*ratftude ahdt' £bve, 
the moft hnervus Sferyiee we per- 
form to God, ;and carrys in it the 
Ihrelieft Signatures of a DiVineand 
God-like Tefrrper 8f. £#ind . : ' * 

: ' 'In other t)c(t^5 : there -is' a Jtofix*- 
.. ture tff Seif attd tnt^reft t -Sotoe 
Neceffitjr urges,* lome- Advantage 
is propos'd by it. We expeft 
fhmethjng frcmGoti; fn. otpier Ser- 
vices w Woffhip, in this tfretjffet 
Ibmethiirg to hith.- Wfc-ma'ke a 

Tender 



TwidW\<>f out 1 PraHe, and fe*k&i% Iff. 
dhfy Ms Acceptance: In otheft>"v\fr 
things we propofe our own good* 
itt this the Glory of God j and of 
titty dther Duty this has the moffi 
inthiripLxdi to hiflh 

In a word ; to offer Praife to 
God 1% the rtioft divine and pet- 
fe& Aftion of the Soul, and moft 
ttfifinenthf/^r/hiin. Pf.LuIc. 

- S-4- With' reQfeft to thence 
Where *tis perfbrmU Heaven is 
a Regibn of Purity and <2ory, 
the Seat of Perfection and Bk£ 
fcdnefs : In that State much of our 
ptefeht Work will wholly ceafe, 
and all will receive a confiderdble 
Change. Thefe ate riiany of ^the 
Dutjrs bf Religion, and of the 
fitft 'Rank and Order, that feem 
calculated to our prefent State, 
and have no other ufe but in ,thi* 
World. Whatsoever fuppofes our ■ '■ " -' : 
Apoftacy from God, or refpc&s 
our Imperfedion and Guilt, will 
ceafe to be our Duty, when we 
come to Heaven and are perfe&ly 
retovePd ; whatfoever had a Yen-„ 
dency to oiir Recovery, and is not ' 
cotitpreheiided : tmder the frity of 

Praife. 



Sen IILPyaife, Wejhpll r$ft from.thp 
l/V^O Labour t of . prefent Service, aa4 
be. deliver'd From every Weaknefs 
and Defe&. Thus Prayer will 
ceafe when every Want.wijl oq 
perfectly fuppjy *d, and 'eyerft Ds- 
fire fully fat&fy *4* We . IJiall mot 
jieed to attend , uppn Gafpe^Ordi^ 
nance % the Ipftruments aad Ve- 
.;, # f ; •> hides of the. Divine; Prefence and 
Grace- ig t^e prefent diftant and 
imperfedt. St^tf, , where we'&pow 
%%t ^^rf 9 and fee^hro 4 >G{afe dark- 
ly ' 7 for we {hall then fee him as. he 
isj anjd that which h perfett will 
bje co?»e i Repentance will- ceafe,, 
an4;-i^ leafs be wip'jL away \ for 
tJ^re'.will be no more Sin nor Sor-* 
y>y{ fpr ever." " Faith will vanilh 
at the Prefence of its Objeft* • and 
we [hall walk by Sight ^ and not by y 
Faith* ; Hope-m\l be fwallow'd up. 
Rom.VIII.ia Fruition, :*fof Hope that, is ftttt 
H* is not Hope ' r for what- a Man fietb^ 

why doth he yet hopje for it t There," 

will be a mighty Alteration in the 
whole Frame of our prefent Duty, 
But now Sinking the Praifes of 
God is the Work of Heaven t 
.Twill remove, with us out of this 
World; 
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World, and Bnd Admittance inSer. Ill- 
(Glory :. Yea, Heaven is,the proper .yVVJ 
£eat of Prai%, as 'tis of Perfec- 
tion. Thc.moreperfe&knowledg 
of the Glory of God, and fuller 
Enjoyment of his Love, that ren- 
der other- Means and Dutys need- 
left, and determine their -Vfe, 
raifethis to a higher Perfe&ion, 
and give it .the greater Advan- » 

tagc The clearer Views of Di- J 

vine Glory, and the livelier fenfe 
pf ,, Divine.. JLove, will make our 
traife tho moire in, feafori as well 
as the more compleat. 'Twill in- 



$W5* 



$o The ExcfeLLEtfcE if 

Set. III. confin'd to this. *Tis mojt jw&per 
WYX> to the Heatfenty State, . and wHJ 
rife to- its higheft Perfection -and 
Glory, when Faith and Hope (at 
kaft in their prefent Meafures and 
Kinds) will ceafe of thernfelves, 
and tfe wholly hid alide; Here- 
upon, * 

§. 5. With refpeft tb the • Tart* 

\ttrs and Companions of our Praif£, 

xmt Affociates in this blefled Work. 

Praife is fometimes fpoken of as 

the Duty of univerfal ifowre, .and 

fcvery Cteatare .is- ckH'tf- tfp<%' td 

" ]*tfoftii if 5 . ihe &fatom afifl 

PC lxix. fifrtki the %utiy and jMtoii, arid 

3>4* J^^j the brkgo'ns : and &tty Fin 

™!; T , and! H&L'\tfountdm W -tfrtf, 

CTLVII, ->^?n^^:. • : - / 

~ J J But 'tis the w>pef Worfc of ,t*ifc 
^fcjrf/ cf God, the firft Rknk of 
treated feeings, and of the no- 
-bleflr Powers 5f Nature; the At- 
tendant^ on his Throne, and Fa- 
vpurites of his Codtt, . that .per- 
Ifefitf * y ffl Win. ' and ate the 
fot f Pattern's of t)Ur Obfedience, The 

'VTtl Morning-Start fang together, and dtl 
1* * the Sons of God jhoyted for Joy: 

jr. r . the Angels of G6d, the eldeft 
1 J Offspring 
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Offspring of his Power, and the.Ser. III. 
brighteft Images of his Glory. So t-/'V\* 
the multitude of the heavenly Hoft 
brought the welcome Tidings of a 
Redeemer to the World, in an 
Hymn of Praife: They fung Praife Luk.II.ij. 
to God. faying Glory to God in the 
ffigkefa Sec" and indeed that was 
the greaieft occafidn, and the no- 
bleft Theme fijr an Angel's Song. 

Yea, this is reprefeoted as the 
conftant Imploymeat of al 
Sidled aboTC. Tbo four * J 
had fix Wtogi, md.frS of 
1t&t>i*i,- ^Ui tift t*>t fXvf And * 
fy&g, titty f Holy, tidy 
God Jibitigbty, n-hich »«* and w, 
and ' it- 1* crtwv The t&tnty four Ei- 
dm fit Aolm ktfore him that fhteeb 

r**# 7%*<w,' ahd iterfity- him 
tiH/eth for etoir and evef^ and 
txd}theto> Crowtti before the Throne, 
fegtogi Thoifrt worthy to reeervt 
Gmy-i Hemtr) Toteer^ for thou.kaft' 
t*dk M thinpj &c. The glotiv' 
ft'd Saints J aad Spirits of ttreper- 
feaed Juft, that are refin'd frote 
aH AHays of Flefh, and advanced 
t*th* brighteft Glory, they join 
ift with the fecped Quire, andbesr 
■ ■ "l their 



9* The Excellence cf 

Ser. HI- their part in the Arithems of the 
iy^r^J Blefled : They ftrike up, their Voi- 
ces, and mingle Praifes with the Se- 
raphim above, r The Praifes and 
Triymphs of God, and of the 
Redeemer, are handed about from 
Throne to Throne * and the whote 
heavenly Region rings aloud with 
Rev. XV. Acclamations .of Joy* Ifay fung 
1 1* the Song of Mofes, the Servant of 

the Lord) and the Song of the Lamb, 
fpying, Great: and marveUovs are thp 

Works, jjwd G(i4 y Alwgky5>.\p$ 

and true dterhy Ways^ thVaKfag 1 c f 
Saints. 'Jis the Voice of a^ ths 
Rev. XIX. Heavenly Hoft: / tyatA a great 
12. Voice of much Pepfle in Jfeavtn, fgu^ 

ing* HAllfluiah) Salvation, 1 4*d Gle-. 
tyv &&; tiopoww aAd. P<mr wtf* 
th& J&81 out &od^ fit\ tfujt attd 
right eoti* &e^ his judgment $$ f*r*ht. 
\atj> jV/4 tfc\jre& Whore+ ,$Cn 
And^o^h^fe^prjsflioAS fliould^ 

hp thcijigh^fc item ^ more\ difeft/ 

afld imipp^a^^RefereTlfle \p? jthft* 
gloripft$-pad fnswpMftt Sfial^, jof * 
the Ctayrch i% $is Mferldv ?md, to ; 
be, a. propheticjk Defg^fltioaof ,its 
beft .and ha^pkfl: Circumftanc? oa ( 

P^fent 
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prelent purpofe, and I fuppofeSer^JIL 
ought not to exclude a final and ul-t>VNJ 
timate Reference <to its, perfed and 

gjlorify'd* Staite above. . V 
. Particularly, the. Sight of the ■■ 
Lami of God in the midft of the 
Throne, with the t Marks of his 
Sufferings and Glory about him, 
will be raveling and tranfporting 
to a giorify'd Soul : 'Twill infpire . 
Ibis He^tt with Flames . of divine^ 
Love, ancj fill hjs.Soul^ftith Exto» 
fjps of heavenly Jpy ;*. JXwiH fur- 
nifli out the nobieft Song of Praife/ 
and give : the ^reateft.: Enliven- 
ing and Eleyatioa of Though .,;•; , t !>H 
Hepce they are rsprefenfcddn'hi '•-{*?•.* .; - 
tbejr higheft; Qlpry^artay'd *withi 
tight, . hearing ; E4hns , of f Mi&or#i 
in their Hands, and CrOvvto of; 
Olory, upon their Heads,! /while 
they fing his Glory, anckelelprate* 
hif^ile: 7% fmga new \SangiP* y ' Y -£ 
faying^ Thou art worthy-' to taketthi: 
JBooky : 4 nd t of en thi Seds, . fon thorn 
wajt /lain and haft redeem *d us % ut%o \ 
Cod by.tly Bloody out of every Kin~ 
dred And Tongue > and Pefifle anS 
Nation y and made us to our God 
Ktingtand Priefts. And, Worthy is 

the 
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Ser. HI. the Lamb that was flate, to receive 
y£f*f Power and Riches, snd Wifdom, and 
' 'Strength^ and Honour, And Glory and 
Rev. VIL Blejjing. So we read of a great 
p, io, iuMuhtt*dt,vs>lti6hHo M<mc**ldnurn- 
her, flood before Oho Thrme and bt+ 
fare the Lamb, chtWd with, wtiite 
Robes and Palms in their Hands, 
that crfd w&h a hud Voice, Sana- 
tion, ccc. and all the Angels flood 
roimd I about <the 'thrme , and the El* 
ders, and the four Jkafts* 

In ffaort, • t& tbe prober Ip>- ; 

ploymeikof thebeft of Ctesittres, 

of the whole Sodety of the BieP 

Hcb. xn. te&* ^ e general Affen&ly and 

23. wjj- Church of «he Fkftborni ' And 

YV* methinks there fc not aritiotfc lively 

Embftem, or afiediug Rept efenta- 

tionof Heiven on ^artb, than aft 

Aflesubly.of worihipping Chrif- 

tiaas, fiaging the Praifes of Oofl. 

**.•'•" "This is jm. astfey do inHcaven'i 

lb are the Angeis imploy'd above ; 

not in Prayer to God, and hiourn* 

iag for Sin, but in Exercifes of 

Love, and Songs, of Ptaife: -$& 

tbe Poet, , v ^ ' 
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the Duty tf 3 1 n q i n or 9$ 

Set. IU; 

„., > t; . » , , , , .For all we hmo 

Qf vohai the Bleffed do Above, 
Is that they Sing^ ami that they 
! Love* 

. §. 6+ With refptffc toks Dw4r 
tim and Continuance. Other Du- 
ty* ceaie, as the Reafon of them 
ceafes; hutfiagiftg Praife willlaft 
for ever, a&d he the Work' of a 
whole Eternity. 'Ti* theperpe* 
tual Exercife of the Blefled, as 
the -Rcafoh and Ground of it is 
perpetual ; and after the Revolu- 
tion of nnmberleft Ages, will ne- 
ver decay or grow out.jaf Date. 
There-win be ckmft&it ajid grow- 
ing occaljcJn of Praife %o all E- 
i entity* . The Subject of their 
Song will never be ejrt}aufted r 'an4 
neve* fail; but the clearer and 
foller Difplays t of Divine Perfect 
iioit -will: $pe« mfr Scenes of GIq* 
ryv aad furnifti frefc ,*rfriety &f 
Matter for eternal Praife. .• 

, And theiif Souls will n$ver be 
fanftrung and, out ofrtune i there 
will/ be iiotfeingitp difturk their 
fays* or. interrupt the#*rmo«oy 

. - * of 
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Sen Illiof their Praife. They fhall never: 
t/*/>J hang' their Harp9 upoiv the- Wil+ 
lows, or fit difconfohte mbre ^ 
They vHilwind up the Strings of* 
their facred Lyre, and raife- their* 
Notes to the higheft Pitch of Praifes 
They wilV ling \ the $**gt of> Sion y 
and the mio Seng^ witbfrejfhf Vigour 
of Mind, and with ; pcrpettfal 
PC CIV. Yauth : I will fing tint* the 1 L&ri ^ 
W* long as I Uut^ I xpUl'sfng fMife to 

thy God "while J have arty Befofr:: It 



r ■ ■ L , 



- I Ihall clctffe the whole with two 
praftical Reflexions, that wiH' ( fit«L 
iy refpfe& the two parts of this 
Difcourfc.- i; '*•' ;i.-*/> 

- * ■ . How infinitely c&eltast imifl: 
<7#^ be' that is the 0bje&x>f , *ll 
our Praife, to whom' dTl our( Praife 
h dire&ed, and who is the.^l*- 
J<& Matter of them' all'! \ Every 
Ffalm ; of Praife i* m ^'Hymn to 
God, arid DifpJ^y oi 'fodie.*t>r bi 
ther o£ life Perfe&ions* *'l 'tte Pi* 
vine Glory gives * the ttttfcft : Beau- 
ty, and the bfighteft Luftrdito- e- 
very ^ Song of » Praift* ; A ^flflked 
Relatidfl of ^©iittrte^Perfeafon, 
without -the- Aids of Eloq^uepce 

and 
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and Art, will make a more illuf- Ser . III. 
f rious Defcription than the fineft 
Allufions, and the moft exquifite 
Fi&ions of human Fancy and Wit. : 
It receives a ftoblepefi and Dig- 
nity from it's Subject j and abftract; 
it from God, and it prefently lo- 
fes its Perfeftion and Glory. 

Yea, the Divine Glory rifes a- 
hpve the loftieft Praife ; and wc 
fall vaftly flibrt of his juft P^aifej 
when we <oar highe^ »*. our Ac- 
Widwledgmeiits, and are moft en- 
larg'd. The Heathen Poets a- 
dorn'd the Praifes of their Deitys 
^nd Heroes with all the Figures of 
Speech, andFi&km pf the Mind,; 
aftd fometimeswithr the borrowed ;, 
Glorysof the true God; but the : 
divine Being far exceeds in great, 
Reality . the higheft Flights and 
boldett Figures of eyeji Pvetick 
Licence and. Rage. There areVaft 
Reaches of unknown Perfe&ion be- 
yond theDifcovery of an Eye of 
Senfe, or Comprehenfion of a fi- 
nite Mind, above all the Songs and . 
Triumphs of Angels and Men* * 

And how infinitely excellent a 
Being muft he needs be, who- is the 

F Sub^ 



2. Witn, wnat frjntes or SHU 

mould we perform this excellejv§ 
Duty I If the Duty fr*fttf tcf fq 
noble and high, the Frame 'or 
our Spirits mould not 
mean : If in fo manj 
exceed other Dutys c 
how fpiritual ana r; 
be the Temper of our i 
Keep a Guard upoi 
as well .as' the Thoughts iafiuging 
* ' the 
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the Praifes of God, that the Heart Seiv Ut* 
ben^t diverted by feniihle Pleafure, ~~ ' 
oc toa clofe Attendance to . the 
Rules of Art, the Harmony and 
Proportion of Numbers* or the 
Metody and Sweetnefs of Sounds. 
Let the Soul he rai&'d and Citably 
mov'd j let the Heart and Voice 
join together, and thp Affedions 
ieep pace with the Tongue. 

If the Heart be abfent or out of 
tune, 'twill fpoil the Mufick of the 
fweeteft Song, and render the fitf- 
telt Voice, like tinkling Cymbal 
or founding Brafs^ inharmonious- 
ana difagreeable in the Ears of 
God. 

This will be the Work of Hea- 
ven i Labour after an heavenly 
Frame of Mind: Twill be the 
Work of a whole Eternity •, let jus 
begin the blcfled. Exerafe now, 
and inure our felves beforehand. 
Let usio fing the Pfalms of David 
here on Earth, that we may fing 
the Song of Mofes, the Servant of 
the Lord, and the Song of the 
Lamb for ever* Amen. 

Fz Oejic- 
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Objections conft* 
derd againft the Duty 
of Sing i ngI 
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SERMON IV. 






Let all the People frtife the\Q 
God, let alt the Pjeople.fraife 
thee : let the Nam**- & 
glaj, *»* fag for Jv* 
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I Am to anfwer the Obje&imt 
^^inft Smi*g 9 in the JVvjhip 
of Qoii This is tb§. ?nty 
tiling that can be thought ujaptea- 
fant in our whole Undertakings 
and 'twere pity to interrupt j&e 

Harmony 
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Harmony of our Difcourfes withSer. JV* 
the ungrateful Jarrings and Dikt-^VVJ 
cords of Controvtrfy (the moft 
unfutable thing in the World to 
our prefent Subjeft) did not' jthe 
BMEcultys and Scruples of fome 
People require it. 

That I may perform what is ex- 
pected from me, 1 {haH but.juft 
mention the Argument id my 
Text, and then reply to the moft 
con fider able Objections that are pro- 
duced againft this Duty. 

In the Verfe foregoing the TfaU ver. 2* 
mfi prays for the Converfion of 
the Gentiles^ That God would 
make known his way upon Earthy his 
faving Health among; all Nations j 

then follow the words of my Text, 
Let the People praife thee, O God y 
fa aH ih& People praife thee : inti- 
mating,,, that tne knowledg of 
Salvation would be fuch an infi- 
nite Mercy to the World, as not — 
only to invite, but oblige all Man- 
kind to publilh and refound the 
Praifes 01 God. And that we may 
a&t be at a loft how this ought to 
be performed, he exprefles himfeif 
more, clearly in tne following 
'-- F 3 words : 
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102 Oijtctims tonftder'd Mgtinft 
Ser. IV. words: O let the Nations be gUd, 
J^W^ and fur for Joy \ i. e. esprefs their 
«M- praifes in joyful S Tri- 

U£}1 nmphs, as the wt Ori- 

S^S thattopraifeGod risa. 

titia, Praftice, not only If to. 

Euxr.Opnsthe State of the but a 

xxx Att Duty now to he j jy *U 

no ™ ^, • Pwp/f; as being ..J not 

only pray'd for, but foretold or ; 
antient time by the infpir'd Pro- 
phet. . 

And is It not then ftrange, that. 
a poty lb reafdnable anabecom-^ 
ing, fo clear and exprefs, fo lio^* 
ble and excellent, fo pkafant and) . 
ufefal, as appears from the fore- . 
goingDiicourfes, fhould meet with 
oppofition from any ? V/liyi if-, 
|w remain filent, or hold our Peace,:. 
it might be expeflcd (if fu'ch.5'.' 
thing were poflible) that as ouf 

Lnk.XtX.Lord hirafelf fpeaks, the Stones. 

4*" tpovld immediately cry out* And" 

had we fuch a fenfe of the adora~ 
ble Majefty and Perfections, of.' 
God, andtnofe immenfe Bcne&ti • 
he hath beflow'd upon us, as'they- ' 
deferve^ we Ihpuld find tlte Prac- . 

tiC9 
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them, hath oblig'd the ehriftian"'"'. 
Chufeh. " F 4 Aad 



-, ip4 (fyjf Starts, ctrtfidery^sinft 
Ser.. JV, And therefore what hath been 
V^ifXJ bertbrm'd of late years, might 
.have fuperfeded any further At- 
tempt of this kind, wer^ it not 
.that in this Publication there is 
intended a more amflt and compUat 
Trtmft of Ffdaody^ than any we 



dlfpofc them Into the. following 
; ©rdtri and cpnfider, ._,',„.„ 

I. Thofe Objections that are'lii. 

vel'd againit the Duty of 

Singing. . Y ^ ■ 

II. Agarnit 



tie Duty of Sieging. - ibj 

II. Againft the Matter %0 btStt, JV. 
fang. L ^ 

III. Againft the Terfons to fce 

1 * imploy'd. And, * / \ ; 

IV. Againft the 1 Manner of the 
Performance. 

I. They that oppofe the Duty,' 
do aflbrt, It is antiquated with the 
Ceremonial Law } tnat now it is 
needle fs under the 6 'off el ; that it is 
without Prefcriftion ; and that it is 
very unfutable to the prefent bewil* 
dred and afflitted State of the Church* 

§. t . Tney reprefent this Prac- 
tice as antiquated \ and objeft 4- 
gainft it as a fori of the Ceremonial 
Worjhip under the LaWj which is 
abolrflrd ; and they imagine we 
are now to praifeGod only by 
making fecret melody in the Hearty 
tvithout any artificial Tunes ;or 
Modulation of the Voice. * ' 

' That which hath led thfem intQ 
this Miftafa is the wrong Qpi T " 
nion they have conceivM of this 
Duty, as being purely Ceremonial ; 
whereas 1 among the Jews 1% was 
f ealfyof a mxv nature^ t/fc. part- 
ly CeremmaU and partly 1 Moral.' 
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and falls under another Confide-, 
ration. Andtho the *fewijk man- 
ner of performing, this Duty be . 
now ceas'd, it does hot follow 
that therefore there mult be no 
Singing at all; or that becaufe tho 
£&>y*nd Cpabd are laid ai.de; 



ifo Vfu^of^S tMCG r ft $, a to j 

dttt Mmths flfuft be ftaFd.np JtadiAi;. ivi 
Non6 can bt ighdrant teir Are* WV\J 
Aloofly ttui Apofffe Pa*/\do<* 
£tfed for the dbrtifhing of.thl 
ydjJJfc Ceretfionys, and partial 
hrly ih tin* ftcond Chapter jof hi* 
BfHftlfe ttf the Cclofms y .and yet 
ih thtf 'Vfry ftfext Chapter le'm 
Jm/kfrdf'w thfem thePraaice* df 
j^Bf P/itw/, Which certainly hi 
would never have done were this 
4b hkve been tfafck'd among, the 
ftltfibfct of t?he former* His e*-r 

horitibg them to do this witFcoi in. i 

Grdih In iheir 'Hiartf, and to mukei6. 
rnelody, in their Mekrts to the 2>rrf, Eph.V.ip» 
ddes no "Way forbid vocal Singing j 
ri^fmbrethanbfecaufe it was their 
iiiy alfb t& pray vtftH the Heart, 
they* 6ti|ht not tb ufe their Voice 
in\ f*rdyef . It is evident thh 
w#s only to direft thetnin Sing-^ 
rag, that White they were im- l 
tiloy'd In* the "Outward Duty, they 
JfiiuM r tSke eartr it be with a fu- 
tat^e WpbfitiOfl of Spirit, both 
being ptlt t6getfter, Singing and 
rnahm melody in foe Heart* 

T.tfcohdrfde, ifftioutd methink* . 
tend &> r&fottcite'ferfons to thfc 
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¥d8 Ofytth»f^fib*& 2gd*ft 

3er r lV/Pn&io6; fbat • tnf pkad^ for rtx 
'</VV more thai *hat is nn$*ry te the 
jteceht iiid livWy dlfchBr|Ci«f/a 
Ddt^ tthich is written* wtfc^e 
Fen 6f Naturfe uj>on Afens- Heaths j 
letting all other pompous.Obftr- 
tances remain ^her« eur Saviour 
and bis Apoftles left them,: end 
If Singing in the Worflrip bf Gdd 
be a part of natural Refigioiv it 
anfwers 

§.2. The next Obje&ionagainft 

it as a needle fs thing : For what can 

be more neceflary than that which 

our Reafon dictates' to be a piece 

of Homage, indifpenfibly due 

from Creatures to their Maker 

and Benefa&or ? To fay that jrfai- 

fing of God by Singing is neoflefs 

oriuperfluous, becaufe it mty be 

done at well by frayer^ is. a ntfftaSce 7 

which may be evinced froifrnhe 

nature of the thing, as weUas'ex? 

perience. Befides, we are not to 

take the Meafures of out* Duty 

from what we judg proper or 

■V needful, but from the WW and 

*Eph.V, Command of Chrift *. It Would 

19. Col. be, I confefs, an expeditious *way 

Vt 1 ?.. to ' fiffink R^ligioft *&o a awpgre 
]****$. - Skeleton, 
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^Skeleton, a tbtij Shadow/ if weSp\ ty. 
were: obKg'dl to do np inore.tHaaw^V^ 
',wbat 901: corrupt #nd feiMndjtt- 
gcat Nature fhould think nccella- 
: ry.s Might we pot then argue as 
flfroflgly , againft the Lord's Suj>- 
per ? Gin you not think of his 
.*>idying< .-Ipve when you pray or 
r .hear the -Word preached ?- j Wliat 
* ; need qx going to the Table ? But 
as this is an Ordinance, own'd to 
* hejattituted on purpofe for the 
- commemorating of thrift's Death 
r and Sufferings; fo why may not 
linging of Pfcjms be a dUUnft 
Drdiniince, appointed for the ce- 
lebrating in an efyecial manner the 
Praties of God ? And can we be 
(o difingenuous as to refufe exal- 
: - t£og the Name of God in any way 
*• ih& h poffible and lawful for ' us, 
who in fuch numberlefs ways hath 
been infinitely merciful and gra- 
cious to us? 

. §.,3« /Tfs obje&ed that this is 
a £ra&ice without New ftftament 
Frefcriftion j and would you have 
us fing without warrant from 
Chrift? To make good this Ob- 
joftion^ $ey (Hd^voor to enervate 

' the 
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the Dufy of Sin 6 i ft & itf 

convince ttie unskilful Keacfcf of Set 4 . IW 
the fen& of thfe W*ord ; Hymn (Whidr OVS* 
is but an abbreviation of tfte Gr£ek 
wtfrd vpv&9 or Hynrnos) that /*<#•- 
/7ttf ,#/*#> by common Content^ 
have adopted xt into tKe tnglifo 
language to fignify a grave Song 
of Praife. To conclude^ wehatfe 
reafonto ac^uiefce in £h& fehft of 
the word, inafinuck as f€ is ge-^ 
iierartly acknowledged out Saviour 
did a&ually fag. after hislkft Sup-* 
per * ? according to the cu# ott' otf 
the ^tp/, who in thePafchal Kight^ 
after they had eaten the Lamb„ 
did ufe to fing foffie of Davidfs 
Pfalmsv which folemn Hymn* 
they call the gj?eat JtiaffcL ahd; 
which began at FfakGtm* and" 
ended Vritfr Pfid. CXVlfif. Mence 
therefbrethe wordV^ifatm* muffc 
imply more than bare giving of 
Thanks, viz.. fuch a giving of 
Thanks as hat?H Singing, conjoint 
withit. .. 

To thofe- Maces In St. Paul\ 
Bpiftlts whkh we alfedg for this 

*- - ~ ■ — ■ — *-* - —-- - T - - -* ■ — *^ 
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Ser.lV.Daty, they fay the Apoftle r*-> 
r/VX^ quires ffeaking only, and teaching 
GAitt and admoniffiing one another. They 

Enkv 10 can>t ^ en y ^ e y are ^^cr direct 

but they evade this, by telling tis| 
it is confined wholly to the Heart % 
finging with Grace in your Hearts^ 
£o jwging and making melody in 
your Hearts to the Lordi and thai 
thefe Expreffions have no refpe&i 
at all to vocal Singing. This wfc 
deny, andfay, that thofe who dif- 
fent from us mufl: acknowledg 
thefe A&ioris of /peaking, teaching 
and admonijhing, do undeniably im3 
ply the ufe ot the Voice. This &S> 
ing granted, the Nature of the; 
things, in which we are to lift? 
our Voice, do Efficiently deter^ 
mine the manner of doing ity vigj 
by Singing \ the Duty required be- 
ing fuch as was to be performed m 
PJalmSy Hymns^ and jpiritual Songs* 
which all who are impartial ana^ 
ingenuous muft own were com^ 
pos'd and tor m 7 & for Singing. But 
the Apoftle lays. Singing wittr 
«- Cract iVyour Hearts, U& mating- 

melody m your Hearts :_ 'Tisgiran* 



ted, 



ted, and' no doubt 'tis a great Du*Ser. IV. 
ty.to.'do foi but then this wasJ-^VNJ 
ftot to exclude .fingJjK with the ^ 
Ytjcft but on£y - tp caution us »that 
we rell not in the external fart of 
the Duty. But how can we teach 
and admomfo one another in Sing- 
ing^? I reply, it would be no wrong 
doiw jtp4h^T<xt;, if we fay that 
the Word fat/fat one another : , may 
be rendred £your felves} for fo 
our Tranflators have rendred the 
feme word, Eph. V. 1 9. And irt- 
4e$Kj yhil? we are figging, we 
My^i Ippdal Opportunity an4 
ftelpto inftr^cl and adqaonifh *«r 
own Souls i as that by dilating the 
Sound, and prolonging the Voice; 
there is more time given for the 
fixing our Hearts, upon that which 
is |iin£ with more delightful Me* 
ditation. But as I do not deny 
the word may be and is tranfl&ted 
to one another j lb how our mutual In- 
ftru&ion and Edification is pro- 
rioted in the practice of Singings 
rs plainly and fully fet form ai- 
ready by him who from this Text 
hath open'd the nature of the 

Duty; Thus I have with brevity 

vindi- 
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Set.' IV. 



ff«i 



* 

tice, that many of thePfalmS areSfcr. IV, 
wonderfully ft ted to the ioweitt/W* 
Condition and molt affli&ed State 
of -the CHutch, plainly enough fig- 
nrfying the end of thdr Compo- . 
fure, and when we ought to make 
ufe of them. And we do not find 
the Jews, tho often brought into 
a T ver.y low^nd bewildred Condi- 
tion, did upon this account delilt 
from this pat t of religtous Wot> 
flap. We read indeed that When t 
they were under the Bdylinifa 
Captivity, • they hang thtir fiarbr rpfifoi 
ifjitm She W&oM i but th* feB6w--CXXX?iL 

ing words givfe u* realbn id be* 2 * 
lieve trjils was upon a very ffogtttdr 
oocafion, viz.'. when their finetfty* 
did inftdt over thenfl, and by Wajf 
of 3€<*rn did require theirttben* 
tertaih . 'em with foffie 6f their 
Mnfick, and let *em hear 6nd of 
thbfe Songs which were Wont to 
be fung in the Temple : othetwife 
'tis more than probable they didL 
now and then refrefh themfeltes 
with this Divine Mufick, and for 
this, when led into Captivity* 
they carry 'd their Harps along 
with them from Jerufalem } or pro* 

cur'd 



n6 Objections confid*r*d *g*m$ 
Ser. IV.curM thofc Inftrumeats in Baby- 
yVVK tho now upon the infulting 

and barbarous ufege of their Era* 
* Jam. v. my s they- laid them afide *. Mucli 
ffi*/T more ^S^t be ^ W anfwer tqr 
Si in' this Objedion, but I have fpenttoo 
Scrm.lL much time upon it already* I 

<$me 

IE. To the fecondClafs of Ob- 
jections, viz.* fuch as are levei'd 
againft the Matter of the JXuty* 
Thofe mention'd are againftthe 
Attoi Singing? thefe againft ttw> 
m _ Matter that is ufuafiy fungin our 
. publick Aflemblys, via. thp PfeJjaa 
of David, Afavh and others. Here} 
it is okje&ed, That the Matter *f 
them frequently does not fute **r. 
Cafe : That there are many Pajfagw 
we cannot fin? with Truth? n^^ 
thers with Charity 5 and further- 
more, ro vfe thefe in the IVorJhff, *£ 
God is to introduce a Form? ana tt 
fiint and limit the Gifts of the Sfjriu 
Before I rej>ly to thefe Objec- 
tions, I fliall give you a/brte£ .Aat, 
count of our Opinion concerting 
the Matter to be fung < in publick. 
Worfliip. And, 

1. Tho 
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tbeDutyof St k g in g. ivf 

r* Tho we approve and lhallSer* IV* 
prefently vindicate the Pra&ice oftyv^J 
oilr Churches in finging David's 
P&lms, yet we are nofagainft o- 
fhfer Gompofures. However, 

2. What of this kind may be al- 
fow'd to be fang, we fhould ad- 
vife the Matter of them to be 
colle&ed from the Holy Scriptures ; 
in turning of which into Metre y 
a diligent regard ought to be had 
to theT«*f, and the Senfe at leaft 
to be carefully retainM: and it 
may not be amifs that we here 
caution againft too great a liberty 
t£*he ^flights of a Poetical Fancy, 
kit 1)> being too frefufc it de- 
traft m>m the Senfe and Beauty of 
the Scriptures, which always ap- 
pear .beft in their own naked Sim- 

3* We do not this out of any 
inemi irreverent arid unbecoming 
Thoughts of David's Pralms, or 
that we would difcard thefe from 
having their part in the Worfhip 
of /God }> bat that adding others 
t» them, we may ftill have 4 fuU 
lor Set of Pfalms, and a more abun- 
dant variety of fpiritual Songs to 

,:.V promote 
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V*S OVyfcwns eorfdrfd igainfi 

or. IV. promote and further the celebra- 
tingofGpd'sPraifes indie Chriftiaa 
Church j and theft being for the 
Mi&er of them colle&ed ftoia 
the Sqripturts^ there is up Addition 
irtade to the Word of God here- 
by, as many will be ready other- 
wife to objeft. 

Having thus given our Opinion 
^bout the Matter to & finif% I 

fhall now confider the Obje&KHis 
that arc made againft the ufe o£ 
JPaidtft Bfelras, and give ycto ia 
a narrow Compafs the Heads only 
of thofe Replys which may be 
ipade unto them, referring the 
Reader to iuch Authors as irifift 
more largely upon them. 

§. i. 'Tis obje&ed, That the 
Matut ofthefe Pfdlms does not eorre- 
ffond to the prefent Cafe , and Qfcx- 
fons of God x s Peopfc) as more Evan- 
gelical Compofures would do. 

To this we fhall only fay^ if it 
be impartially confider'd, we (ball, 
find a great many at haft of tfoe 
Jfalms very well adapted to ; tfie 
Gafe and Circumftances bdtH^oJf* 
the Church in general, and eacli; 
particular Member of it \ and* pi^ 

vided 



. §. 2. ''Tis^je^ed there : arem*- 

Ciwjpt.fifig with Truth,, hor afar* 
with Charity* 

* 5J?h^t i? biat^d; qndei; th&ftff$- 
£cjihg ' -Ouje&iiQ« might ferine t*q 
atidWer this," viz- if we cannp r |; 
expr 



I2C Obje&iens confidei } d dgainft 

Set. IV. the like view. As to thofe which 
they iky we cannot fing with Cha- 
rity % fuch as are Imprecations and 
Cwrfes upon wicked Men 3 wberetfs 
the Golpel teaches us to wifh Evil 
to no Man, but to defire the Good 
of All \ I than only fay, that we 
are not to wifh the Judgments and 
Curfes of God upon any as Ene* 
mys to our private Perfons ancjl 
Interefts; however (tho the Im- 
precations in David's Pfalms were 
immediate Infpirationsj and pet* 
haps often Predictions that are not 
to be drawn into Example) yet 
fo far as it appears Men are impU* 
cable Enemys to Chrift and his 
Kingdom, we may imprecate- the 
Judgments of God upon them;* 
But .granting thefe Paflages were 
unfutable to an Evangelical Spirit, 
yet a good Imprdyement may ^be 
made of them in our Meditations* 
as has been already fuggefted. 

§. 3- 'Tis further objected, that 
the ufe Of Scripture-Pfalms wiU 
introduce a Form^ and to fing by * 
prelimited and prefiinted Fdrm irt* 
lay a Refbraint vponthe Spirit of God* * 

This 



the Duty cf S i n o i n g« lai 

This is no Reftraint when tkeSer. IV. 
Duty cannot be ethertpife perform'd. 
To urge this Objedion is to fay, 
that either we muft not fmg at *?, 
or that what is fung be as to the 
Matter of it immediately indited, 
or an extempore Effufion : For if 
we mult not fing by a Scripture* 
Ferm^ neither ought we to fing by 
a form of human Compefure. And 
if the Matter to be Fung mult be 
immediately indited, then either 
there can be but one fing at a 
time ; or if every one be allow'd, 
then it mult be by the other's pen- 
ning or reciting what is in his 
Mind, and fo it becomes a Form 
to all the reft. There is no way 
then of Singing left, but to fup- 
pofe every Peribn to have the 
Gift of immediate composing; 
but then fhould thefe fing all to- 
gether, what Diforder and Con- 
fufion may we imagine it muft 
produce in the Church ? For wfe 
cannot fuppofe (as not having any 
Inftiance of it) that every ^one 
jhotfid have the (ame Thought*, 
cxprefs the fame Words and Num- 
bers too, and fing in the fame 

G Tuue 



Scr. IV.Tune at the lame time* From 
V^V whence it follows, that either 
there malt be no .Singing at all 
in the Church j or if it be done to 
l&dification, it mult be by a JFarm^ 
the Nature of the Duty bong fuch 
as to require it The Cafe of 
Singing is not the lame with that 
of Prayer: for Prayer may be 
perfoqn'd without a Form, there 
being but one Perfon who is the 
mouth of all the reft \ but Singing 
cannot, becaufe there every one is 
to ufe his own Mouth : And there- 
fore it is no ftinting of the Spirit 
to do that by a Form, which can- 
not be otherwife done without a 
JMiracU. And thus I have au- 
fwer'd thofe Obje&ions that are 
levei'd againfl: the Matter of the 
Duty. We proceed* 

III. To thofe that are produced 

mgamjl the Perfons to be employed in 
this Duty of Singing. If jStnging 
in the Worlhip of God may be 
allowed, fome will tell us, Th*i 
According to Primitive Prattle but 
one Perfon ought to perform this Of* 
fife in the Church : Others 4re fw 

excluding 



exchtdihgWomri frotH'ibe bintfit vfStt. ty-. 
fhii Ordinate* J Bat 'the laft Ob-'-* 
je&ion, and which ; carrys the 
greateft platffiblenefe with it, is 
z^iitAfrm^euomSi^ng^ thati^ 
the cab6*rtferiee^tf «Goo«t and 'Bad 
together in «hfe*Wo*krt >&>r#toke& 
Aferr>' they tkinty -ttrtodt fing Ghfi 
Praifelf and goad People aught not U 
do ¥t iti their Co M piny. I ftttll r©^ 

ply io ^tetiafcbj&afedfcader thefc 
PartiHil^s: r - ' * 
' ; $. t'.^Hat ontoHh as the Mouttt 
•ugh\ to*yirig, and the reft to eon* 
cur with their filent Gonfent } as ift 
Player the M hrifter is the Mouth; 
and r *heirfefl: join vtfth their decree 
•Amen. Thfe ground thdy-lvave 
for this Objeaion <ftiuft be >- Serif* r 
ritrl- Evidence^ or Primitive Prac* 
rite. Tohtefgin vWth #fe latter, I - 
dp not fmdthey have any thing 
^oto Primitive PrkStice (after the 
eeafing ' of extraordinary Gifts) 
tftat-'gitfes them the leaft Counted 
nanee* * garbed * Author tells* inquhy 




^PelfU bore a Jiart in it % ^ftht?ru 
Arid <&3f?/* gfres us this account otmHive 



* 94 Gg*««ttf4Mr% %4ty? 

Stt'.iV'^t,- ". Tbatk was iw«*f jgffv^fi'rf^ 

t/VV in good .Tune and.Goncertii i„«j 

j£° ra " the Peopk.Gnging with their Vol* 

ties all together, iVw* the youngw 

tensta,." That in. hK.tinwChrife 

P. tiaas us'dto jBee^togsthej be- 

w fore- foy+.-Carpic* Ghrifr Mkcrt 

*yfitvm imacmf' . Some ■ quote 

this Paflage to prove Antiphonai 

Singing, and tell you- the. wards 

are tQ.be rthusjrendred,',' T/te? 

** fang an Hymn hy courfe, or onq 

" againft another ; tho doubtlefs 

they are here more truly rendred, 

They lung a Hymn one with aao-i 

. toer, or amonr tbmfelvts :,• and 

tbey :who nnderjtand the Genius 

of the Latin Tongue will allow it; 

introJn8. And thjs learned Dr. Qettt doe* 

n Lives of thus traaflate that Paflage. But 

Piim.FO' this' is no| the Matter here.i& 

Sffi^rft5 dif P« t0 * ^ this how itwiMtaft 

c23d** & P hia from hence ' that **"§ 

Wor/Wp. People bore a part in this Work,«{ 

Singing, andtha 

mjtced only to th 

one Perfon. 1 fl 

but recommend ti 

an inclination to 1 

bout tbia. Matter. 



little anonymous Treatife lately Ser. IVw 
pubiiftMr ™d entitled, 'jfigftg of\/VV 
ffabm vindicated from tbtchargref 
ITwdty* >Y&» fee theovthere. is 
nd foundaiioii for this Obje&iOA 
ia Primitive Pra&ice, 

if thet« be ally force in it^ 'tis* 
from«ariptare-Evitieacc t and the 
chief they ! produce / is ia * thofe: 
WWds'cf the* Apaftle : //<m> u ir i Cor. r 
thm 7 Brethren I when ye com $ w^-JHV. 2$. 
*iwr r eptry me of ytu hdth * Tfdm+ 
h*k &<Dj)ftn&£ii loAth * fangu^ . &c. 
ijin :1t& JSft&r ofi&tf te?, T ;bfoe hanh a 
P^ta^ia^ochdrrteth vV/Doftrine, 
another Jbath a Totogue \ not that 
eftry ten* * had. all\ thefe. Nm f 
fays the A^oft le, fe* ^ *fe»f / £* . 
A0mtmfcvAifyiAvy rife ffreaka here 
c# tohe extraprakaty ( Gifts of i the T 
Spirit : T# one *wa$ given' the > 
Gift of Toagbes, to another the v 
Qift of-Prophefying, to another 
tteGift of colnpoiing Pfkfini by 
the! affiation of > the Spirit, a£ Dr. 
i/*?*7»w^obfervds; njrtn the place 9 - 

V&Wtet dii things St ^done unth etii*: 
fying* And how inmft this be ? 
why not that fclMhould excrcife 
thefo Gifts: at the; fame : time, bafc * 
-o»vj:/ G 3 one 



Sir. IV. one after another, as you fiiayifec 
in the $ift .Verier Ternaj/tMifr^ 

that ail PtMKjt learn y and {all n$ay ..j£ 
comforted, Ht directs them , to df* 
it <w* fy w*, that . is, one At a* 
time; lb he that; bad>< the Gift* iof 
Pfalmody T he aJont-irmft . ingrfor! 
that time* And it being an ch^ 
* traordinary :Gi& confkfo^ thatr 
Pcrfoir v it required thb&traordi»< 
nary way of performing itv aod 
cou'd not . be otherwifo Th* ta* 
ference which thefe • that difleafc 
from us draw -from Jicflccyj^thi^; 
That only. . *** P*/rfm oftgbt.. io $ag*im: 
the Church) mt tkkrffiis tmfrMjpr^ 
t*. jam vmhtbti* fare* fUkfottS -x 

. The- AirfWai Whi^h ,tjfcy<tergft*u 
vert tothSs ife, \Iwjd^j*tty »d5*o 
aod pitting ftmtho it tejLgratts$: 
the Apoftle fpeaks here of^tfee^ 
extratrJmarj Gift of Pfilmody* 
wtrich Jonie bad in tberthnesaf in/ 
Apoftle (AnA ^ihis!(feem9 .to bet 
one : visy idf . f^opbifyirig, < >;aaA\ <& 
method which in thofe tiiaet/thc 
Holy Ghoft -did ufe. to .inftmd^; 
and edify the Peapie; and these;- 
fore when there were f.aay^ who.; 
c / » *> were 
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ffoDuty *f Singing. tty 

were thus dire&ed to exercife Set. IV; 
their Gift, the People ought to 
gi^e their attendance to it) yet 
we challenge any Perfons to prove 
that the Chriftian Church had n$ 
ether way of finging P&lms than 
this. We do aflert the contrary^ 
and that befides this extraordina- 
ry Gift, \% was the Pradice of the 
Church to fing*tf together > or wittt 
confent of Voices. That this was 
thfcir more ordinary and jtated way 
of worshipping <5dd, there ar* 
Examples* already given of it.b£ 
biih wna hathujwertaken to provs 
the Duty/ Befides. the Genrit* 
Churchy in thus fingtae the praifes 
of Gbd, does but rojfll the fro* 
phety in my Text, and many o- 
thers that are mentioned of her 
to theOld Teftament. The es> 
e*cife therefore of an extraordi- 
nary Gift, as it is no proof that 
the Church had no other way offing- 
ing the Praifcs of Godj fo that 
being row ftf^J v is tnoc-h- kfs aa> 
Argument againft our prefent 
Ffca&ice j nay is rather MkArgu* 
mtnt to confirm it~ * 

g 4 §. i: 



1 *S Objections confident sgifoft 
Stt. -W* < §• 2* Another Obje&ion is raitfd 

dgainfl W omens Singing* 

. As to this I do not find tkty 
have any thing to fupport it tram 
rnitknt Prs&ice : For ir wc confefc 
Antiquity, wc (hall find Women 
were permitted to ling in the 
Church as well as Men. Of Wo- 
men finging in the Primitive 
Church, we find TertuBian *, So* 
crates^ Theodoref r and others make 
mention. That which our Op* 
pofers harp upon are thofe Places 
of the Apoftle, I Cor. XIV. 34. 
and 1 Tim. II. 1 1. where he en- 
joineth Silence to Women r and that* 
they be not f crmitted to ffeak or 
teach in the Churches. But to <anv 
who confult thofe Paflages r aiKt 
the Scope of the Apoftle, it wilfr 
appear his words are to^ be $Ofi** 
find only to the Womensufm^* 
ing an Authority to prophefyy aod i 
become fublick faftruttors in 4:fie 
Church. This upon many Ac- 



* Quantam autem caAtg^tion^fn mere- 
buntur ilia?, qua? inter Pfalmos, vel in <jua* 
cunque Dei mention^ recefta? perfevcrant > 
L. 4e Vvczm.Tjt\. 16. 

counts 



Itauats wi^d.bcr very indficeatjScf. iw 
and therefore ia fuch a capacity, ^V>J 
tndi|i,.t^iS'Way, he would aot 
jfo^n J* Wmm t* ft &k % k*t t# bet. 
mSilm***;- l>ky> if At w$reonly to 
ask a QpeftiSn* ia order to be re-. 
teWdy hswtox&d not have thept* 
propound it publickly* bat to" ask 
their Husbands at home : For it u 
' a Jham* (feys be) for Womm to 
JpaK i* the Chnnh \ u e. to pro- 
pound any , thing publickly before, 
the Aflembly* either . out of pre- 
tence to informs others, or tho it 
were only to^ be informed them-- 
felves. It will be evident to any 
who;coflfultthefe.Places, that the 
Apoftle: confines himfelf to this : 
Ami therefore here is nothing 
that ftould debar Women from 
be&riiig, . ay part in Pfalmody, 
aadr joining with the Church in 
ptfiijyg ®wf. hy fioging, it being 04 
Aitoi. Authority, and the Reafon- 
df it. smmrif Betides* it beings 
as I mentioned before, a part of 
natural Religion, Women are to 
re^K^h fhemieiv^s obliged to the 
performance of it, , who have as 
i»any Conilderations $0 induce and 

Gj ingage 
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If6 Ohjt*kms*(>tftoV^fii>f 

Stp W?ingage- them as ttfe Mtn; - Atf* 
t^V^f *ext to J>rttylflg in^ftci^ aid fa* 
ftra&ing theltfCMktfeifahdtybu^ 
Ones at home, 1 know not in vrhat 
ttey can ft weft knploy tkit *>~ 
Me and *lo*ktt# : b&rament th* 
Tongue, than in fingillg the 4*i*i^ 
ft* of God in his Cbutrto And 
Whether this may not be one/ 
if not a frinchal Reftftui* wtiy fc 
God, in his adorable Wiftl(^nyhw 
diftinguilh'd by itt pkafent Sofe 
nefs the Voke of the Woman from 
that of the Man* to temper the 
Sound, and render it more fweet?- 
and melodious when they trer 
joitfd together in fing&ig hi* Fiaw 
fes, is what 1 have thought not-' 
altogether unworthy of our Geiv* * 
fideration. It has therefore^ *. 
jauft confefs, been with ibm* 
Concern and Offence that! haw 
obfervM many Women ftth^ i*y 
the publick Afleffibly, as bk*o%- 
nothingto do when the PratftiOf* 
God have been fung by others 
They have taken no part in tfeir 7 
heavenly Exercifey as tho it wcttfi* 
not allowM them* 6t if ft 'totf 
they had no Inclination ** fftatt- - 

unto 



Unto it. I wifli Cash as have in-;SeF. IV* 
dulg'd themfelves in this culpa-t^W 
bje Omiflion would henceforward* 



of Qod as devout aiufholy Souls :, 
Fnrther, thai the wicked or unre- 
' generate cannot fing, nor indeed' 
P 
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?y* 1 - Obji&iom cofifaef*&'Q&ltpf 

^iV/areprcfent? I thifak neither-, ff 
" ' ^ m the Rfeafon be condufive hr this^ 
it.fhbuld be acknowledged -fo *in a 
toardfieiCaler If unrfegenertte Pfcr^ 
Ions may not praife God^ ueithtr 
ought they to pray to him (nor 
inaeed ' perform any Aft of relf- 
ions Woffliip) for ungracious 
frayer is as unacceptable to God 

as ungracious Pfalmody* an< * t* e 
ihmemay be faid of other Dutys. 
.But we anfwer farther, ^that 
Mens unfitnefs for Duty does not 
difannul their Obligation to the 
performance of it* It is their 
Duty to pray toGbd, and to praife 
liim, this is of natural and necef- 
fary Obligation : And being their 
Jifatyi they ought to perfcrtit it 
with Grace in their Hearts^ That 
Aey do not is their -Siny :'but 
then wholly to omit it-'wduld 
be a,greater Sin t The " one isHy- 
pocrify, the other Atheifin. 

Again, thoit be true that wic- 
ked People cannot praife God *fbr 
ffiofe things which the Regene- 
rate can, nor what they <fe of 
this kind can they da it itffuch a 
manner; yet they have many 

things 



the Duty of $iKg*'n« 9 ' -\ ijj 

itoings to adore and bkfs Godfor,Ser. tVJ. 
as the : Excellencys of his Nature, <-<*VVj i 
bis wonderful Perfections,' mani- 
fcfted ♦anrfdifplay'd in the Works 
of .Creation and Providence- They* 
hare many temporal4Jleffiags, Pre- 
servations and- Deliverances, and 
which yet lead to higher ones, to 
praife him for* They ought to 
Mefe him for the Mercys of his 
common Bounty, when they can* 
*not praife him for the Bleflings of 
his Special Grace. Hence there- 
fore we find there is a general 
€ommand upon all Men to fihg » 
and? give Thanks unto the Lord : 

S'mg unto the Lord all the Earth* So, Pf. XCVI. 
Make a joyful Noife all ye Lands* l \ 
AxA^Sing unto God ye Kingdoms of£ c - «»*• 
• the Earth. And it hath been well" LXV1U 
?. *bferv'd upon the CVHth Pfaim, ' 
1 - That • Travellers, Prifbners, fick 
/ People, Seamen being fev'd from 
feveral Diftrefles r they are all of 
them commanded- to fraife thf Rea jf r9m 

Lard fot his Goodaefs^ and to de- v. 6, ft 37* 
. cUre hit Wonders before the Sons of. 
Jwtets* • * - 

. And*as the/Uttrcgenerate may 
tfcu*ha.ve many , things to praife 

* il- God 



Ser* lV*43f>d for* To they arc capable 
i/V!V retaining fomc feofe of thefe Mer- 
cys upon their Hearts* aad by the, .- 
Advantage of commn Gr*$c aren 
capable m makteg fm* Return* <tf ^ 
Grtftitnde for jthe fame j tho wh^i ^ 
they do of this kind falls ftjort of 
faying Sincerity* 

After all* they arc capable ofL 
receiving Inftru&ion, Admftni* - 
tion, and Cottafel* from fiaging»n 
the Praifes of. God i which* a? t 
have faid, is one great find of 
this Duty* 

It being fo then, that an, iadif-: , 

penfible Command is laid upoq AH* 

. that nothing can difennpl tb$ Obli* : 

gatioa, that the worft of M$n havft - - 

many Mercys to praift God for v 

that they are capable of retaining* , 

fome Senfe of thefe Mercys, $Rd * n 

making fome Returns of Gratis \ 

tude, and of being, admoni/h'd g$ -< 

the Performance of this_ Pity i * 

Upon all thefe accounts they opght . 

not to be depriv'd of the Ptiri-. . 

lege of finging the. Praifes <*f Cod* . . i 

That which concerns the oJifeerL i 

pari o£ the Qbje<&ias,: Tbat>g*od 

Mtn^ugbt mt ta> df it m /^MQlffr. * 



jwfcy, is no better than mere Ca*Sen IV. 
vite Fortheforegoinepartof thfc<u^/Vfc 
Gbje&ioa being anfwer'd, this 
nmlt fall to the ground of courfc- 
Foe if tmrcgenemtt Men may 9 
and it Sk their Dm, to fing the* 
Pmifestof Gad-, it is doubtlefs no 
fin in good Men to join with them 
in it, or to do it where they are 
prefent. How unfit foevcr the 
one arc for the difcharge of their 
Enty, it need H*t infitf nor ought 
it to hinder the other from per-* 
forming theirs. That will never 
be imputed to us as our Sin, 
which ty was not in our power to 
help or mend, if Hypocrites and 
wicked Men do join with us ia 
Singing, we do not therefore jtoin 
with them in their Sin. If they 

Eretend to fing the Piraifes of God, 
ut do it not with Grace in their 
Hftnrts, we cannot help that ; and* 
their Sin d6es not infect or pollute 
us.- If they be not what they 
profefs, 'tis not our Erofcflicm is* 
falfe (fo be our Hearts are right) 
but theirs that is fo. Vttt-tht Titus I.15. 
Pwt all things tft fttre^ hit Wto 
thtm that are de^&dnnd unbdiAving, 

nothing 



i f6 Ohjt&ons cdrffo^ jjgtutfi 

SeV, Worthing U p*u. By which * a* ;is^ 
OW* plain, that that's im*paife to thefo 
tba?t are defii'd, is not made ifljrr 
pure to them tb$t arepore*. : ^ 
, And thus 1 have aafwetfd th$* 
Gbje&ions that are offered undgB, 
this - Head, whick relates . to the ; 
Per fbiis to Be : concerned in this, 
Gofpel-Duty of PfehBody. Icpm^ 
to the . .: •. . 

IVrA and laft Head of \ Qbj«~ 
tions, which concern^ the Mamie*' 
*f Singing*- And here fever?! Que* < 
rys *re us'd to be put} as, Is if 
lawful tv fing in Mart.* £% What 
Warrant have ft t to firig with ****»*-* 
ficial.Tunes ? May w .fing vthboitt* 
reading? Is jintifkonal Singing Uvp~. 
ful ? or, May vfe fing with nmfip&fa ^ 
Irrfirvments f ... 1/ if 

As< to the two .former : of tfagRtf .? 
* Objfc&idrts, t/fc. Singing i n M&&&- 
and artificial ^Tiines .} tfaem ; ii$f ?4q> 
little in them, thatel fliall fey uck-. 
morey than-that.it js/a* :law*t]* 
fill to turn the Pfalms^otTfHfemj 
■ < fit matter for. fpkitaah &o®&t h&fo 
Metfef in order ta b&\fimg^A% i£\ 
is tatranflace the Scripture i^t©r V 

Englitfi 



tfo Difydf Six g in g. " i$7 

BtgUJk Profeto be read $ and being Set. IVV 
the apteft method to fit them for c/W 
finging, there is no doubt to be 
made of the Lawfalnefs of it. As 
to the Ufe of our Tunes, they 
bring compos'd in (uch Numbers 
as do very well fute the Gravity 
of the Matter to be fung, I fee 
not any thing that hath any forcei 
again ft it. More need not be (kid 
to this Obje&ion. 
As to the two lalt Query*, Whe~ 

ther Antifhonal Singing 9 and Singing 
with muped . fyjfyumentt h: lavtful f 
I ieate them to defend their ow# 
Grafe, who ate for this way of 
celebrating the Praifes of God* 
We reckon our felves iK).fattter- 
concernfd in this Controy;eny $ 
than vindicating our way, &s : it i% 
us'd in our Congregatiobsj ami 
therefore I difrai&thsrt p*rt of it 
Which concerns Gathedral WorJlrifaSee Dtfc. 
and frflging with Organs, to thole*/ Catked. 
who being better fatisfy'd tot^Wtf- 
that Pra&ice, may be* better able: 
todefenditt 

, There remains ojrty one thing ' 
we are concerned to plead for, 
aod'thifr is* 3 Pra&ice which hathr 
\ ■ \ lately 



t$8 Ohpftions confided, ngdufi 

Ser. iV, lately obtain'd in fome of ota* 
Congregations ; and that is fingin^ 

if PJ alms roithovt reading. 

This has been matter of Scrtf* 
pie to fome People. To remo*tf 
an old Cuftom, tno a bad one, is 
like removing; the antient Latid* 
marks. But if People did duly 
inquire into the firft Reafdn of 
this Cuibom, they who ire fech- 
Sticklers for it (if I am not mi** 
taken) would not exprefs fuch a 
Zeal for its continuance. This- 
Practice was at firft owing to* the 
Igftoranee of People, wh* ifcifcgt 
muter the Darkneft of PopW^y 
raft multitudes of them could a« • 
Mad. Fbr this reafba ouff fcrft 
Etfirnurs thought *it • muck bettfct* 
to praaUe this way of finriri^ 
MUm«, by the Clferk's racBftgi 
Line after Line, than that fiicfic 
great numbers (as then werejr 
ftould be deprived of the Bentfie? 
of this Ordinance But blefltol^ 
be God, it is now * long tlmao 
fince we came out of Popfc*y*sr 
' And there are but few among W: 
but can read, or who (if they 
would beat the pains)- might fowl 
; - • attaia 



*btBta$c$. Singing. I j<j 

attain it. And therefore I think Sei. IV; 
'«is high time to reform fnomai/YN# 
Cuftorii, which tlie.Keople's Igao* 
ranee did at firft neceffitate them 
to, .and which aH who will ufe 
their Undcrftanding mult acknow- 
lerig;dQes- labour with many locon- 



"i AgWi* . it; is, a very/ great hu>»- 
dworce tor tibziatdtrjijerdi^ of. what: 
wAfiagi: ^Borfthe- iwdifig: of $ht> 
l|a£i-,.does. fw^nentiy ' break tlar-> 
Senfc, and till that be giren wholei 
and inttr-e, we know opt what 
we; fingj but are left to uncertain-' 
GpDpdhtre&v and before the whole! 
Senfe;.'bc ttsd p«t, we have fix* - 

?ioently forgotten what we firft • ■ 
sag. Aad as thus the Mufick and . 
Senie. of 'the Pfilm is and malt 
oftentimes be interrupted, folik&-. 
, - . wile 
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er. iV.wifcmuft it be a greatcheek;-upc*fl 
our Affeftu>nsy*u& a hindrance :*o 
the fixercife of otir Graces itetb&A 
Duty. \* i.nn 

As thefe are manifeft:Ircqim* 
niences, fo all thefe zue effe&ualiy 
provided againft by that '. cuftom \g& 
Singing which foraejot -tts haw 
brought, iu^> our> 4Jfamcitt s^jvut* 
*f imgiog xfiitk. B&kss>in : «* 
kmds. -For by this- nieam: xwscf 
pne fees the whole Seafe intir« b« 
fore/biniy and i^thet^'xapa**^ 
of Xi aging- \vilh :Utfctoft^ii)gfr 
whifchu ill ittoc: x4her f fc^ iiwheir* 
People have bo Books/ it .israftH** 
difficult to : do. .; And > understand* 
ittg .'what we firwg^ having the 
Siiife wJi^le aiid iniire under .obtL) 
cye ? bur Affeftionri Jawmoxsttfite 
excited,- aid ^fiilbed to -m*ie jw/tigct 
to Q6d in otir Hearts^ , > , ia , r:r>ii: 
: Befides, * By this uniaterra^tedo 
way of . Singing there is ■ a gnatt&c 
Harmony! a ad Life iat^TMofek*.) 
aad confequeatly:ai grater tiM&W-. 
qf therein to raife and exhifeiratJr^ 
theSpiritSt. l ., : v; ;. J . . insd: 
Again, .By t eY€ny ane's riming;*- 
Book in h\s hajwl tbet e ii thi$i<i>»*n 

veniency* 



Yemency* that* it keeps us moreSer; JV\ 
intent' and xlofe to the bufinef? 
before.us, and prevents that wan- 
dring of the Eye, and carelefs ga- 
zwt& wbichis tpo often obferv'd 
k.tjriib i^thet way; And Indeed 
this, is a Duty which requires fo 
much Spirituality, aqd : fo clofe. 
an Application of the Heart, ; that 
we ; fiiould be glad of any thing 
thatipightbea means to prevent, 
our Diftraftions. 'Tis true, Per- 
fons, may %*z& abouty even tho 
j* they have this means to prevent 
it; but yet they cannot do it fo 
much, rsor fo cafilyyunUis they 
wholly negleft joining in this Duty; 
with the i£fco£ the Aflemtyy,, 

1 Ibattpentiononfecpnfiderable 
Advantage more in ttielaft place, 
aid this 4s, that it will be a. great 
means of J?*"jj what ,we ling in 
our Memory s*. Weighty Matters 
deliyer?jl/ : ;in Metre. ore c ibonec 
learn'd, and more eafilyretsin'd* 
Ami the frequent Ringing of them 
?vith Books, willia time, refldetf 
them fo .familiar, as; wje'piay t>Q 
able to ; fing without them, ;; Wfc 
b^w^j»ot^We : Pro$rfpf : .this in the 
. .-O • • French 



Ser. IV. French and Thnh Churches, whett 
I have often ften Perfons who had 
no Books join as readily iri'firiging 
asthofe that had them; By fre- 
euent reading of the P&lms, <8tf| 
have fo ttanicribM them into thef# 
Memory as at Iafb- fo lay' aflde" 
their Books. And O-how- extieV 
lent a Treafore would it be; td 
have a good number of divine and 
fpiritual Songs repbftted" W ^uf 
Memorys, ready to produce dm? 
ufeupon any bccafion ! that : w%en 
we are by our Selves, or vfitK o- 
thers, we can prefently raife up 
our Hearts, and fmg a Pfelm and 
Hymn to the Lord. ; , v V* 
Now after what, has 1 been laiB 
I may leave -It to ! fte Imfeariiai 
and Unprejudiced to j8dg-%h»c4 
is the moft eligible way ttf Sitiguigj 
arid moft fedapte*d to- aniwer -the 
Defigft 6f 'the Ordinance;, ifte otfleV 
Praaiee, o* that whichis'bfreW 
•omtnended; -. - - ^ 




nlfenGW but brie Q^ftidftj, ... 
fc of ^any confidcWtioii, to »beHp 
ledg'd agaihft-it: And itis a 'Wat 
fWs CuftoBH ifrtflt neceffariljrd^ 
tfefe: frota- thc^ fceftelfc *P ! «* 
• , • : i 0;di- 
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Ordinance, who cannot read. Setv IV* 

But^r/f, thefe are but few*, e£pe« 
dally an Londw&nd other Citys and 
Tmn$i where there are abundant 
Opportunitys, and ordinarily care 
taken to inftruft the Poor to read. 
And of thefe the far greateft part 
in a very fliort time might learn 
to read, if they would but apply 
themfelves to it. It is general- 
ly People's Sin they cannot read, 
and why fliould others fuffer for 
their Sin ? 

Again, If for the fake of two 
or three in a Congregation we 
ought to omit a Cuftom fo bene- 
ficial to the Generality ^ and fb, ui- 
ceffnry to the right Performance of 
this Duty i For the. fame reafon 
we ought wholly to omit Singing, 
for the benefit of zgreuettr number, 
who for want of a Voice cannot 
fing . with the ; Congregation } but 
who may &% it would be much 
more profitable to them, if the 
Pfalm weise gravely and. flowly read, 
than if it were fang. 

But laftly, where the Number 
.of fuch illiterate Perfonsis: <lon- 
fidcrahte, asin fome remote,. ob- 

•fcure, 
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*Scr. lV-fcure, and Country Villages, it 
may not be amifs to continue the 
other way} but fo as that now 
and then; for the fake of others 
who can read, our Method be ob- 
fervM. And. in the mean time it 
were to be wifh'd, that fucb as 
are charitably difpos'd would order 
fome part of their Benevolence 
towards the erecting of Schools 
in fuch dark places, and procure 
that the Poor be taught to read. 
Herein they would doubtlefs do a 
Work highly acceptable in the 
light of God. 

As to other Obje&ions, that may 
be rais'd againft what we have re- 
commended } a Pair of Spe£t*chs 
would anfwer for the moft fart 
thofe of the Aged } for I am fatif- 
fy'd but very few attend our Af- 
lemblys, who have outliv'd the 
Ufe of thefe Helps : And a fmall 
Sum of Mony rais'd in the Con- 
gregation to buy a competent 
number of Books to be given a- 
way, will anfwer the Objections 
of the Tour. 

But if after all this, People will 
cavil and be content ous, we ronft 

pity 
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'pity their Weaknefs, and blefs Ser. IV. 
God who hath fhene-upoirtts with 
& great- Light, as to rcm or c -onr 
mjt danger*** Prejudices againft the 
pure Admimfirations of his Wor- 
Ihip, frhen we fee how difficult it 
is in fcfler matters to wean Peo- 
ple from a Cuftom they have been 
long wedded to. . 
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D i re c f i o n s fortbe 
Duty of Si no i n g. 

SERMON V. 



"EPH ESL V. Ititer Part if 
the iqthVerfe. 

Singing and making Melody 




in your Heart to the Lord 

HESE Words contain an 
Exhortation to the Prac- 
tice of that noble and de-. 
lightful Duty, of Singing the Praifts 
or God } and afford us -fbme Ad- 
vice and Direction for the right 
Performance of it. We mult be 
infpir'd and afted, not by a vain 
and fenfual Spirit, but by the di~ 
vint j and being thus prepared, 

mult 



iiuft fo fing, as to n*kc melody irt Ser.-VV 
our Hearts to the Lord* L^V^ 

- Here are feveral Words in this 
Verfe relating to the Nature of 
tbhDuty, wMch I fliall not flay, 
to explain and open \ Thii having 
been already done to my hand*, I 
fhall no farther confider the Text, 
than k is fervkeabie to mein han- 
dling thftt j»rt of *the-Snbj«ft, 
whidi is afligtt'tt toe in this to- 
cifej 4nd thaMs-to lay^befare yoa; 

Jbme Practical Rtiles imd DireStions 
for the acceptable Performance of the 

Duty. The Nature of it has been 
openM, your Obligation as Chrik 
t&ns to pet form it folly prov'd, 
th* Divinfe- Excellency and Noble* 
nefs of it clearly manifefted, the 
Cavils and Objections of thofe who 
are Enemys to it fully conftder'4 ; 
and anfwer'd } and now, I hope, 
what ydii hatfe heard has 'So far 
convinced your\fudgment, and in- 
fluentM your Wills and Affe&ions, 
that you are refolv'd either^ to 
begin or continue in the Pra&ice of 
f<5 unqaeftioftable and excellent a 
Duty, and that you are ^very de- 
firpu§ to know how you may per- 
il 2 form ^ 



^4$ Di it ec t i a n s for ' 

Set . V. form it to God's acceptance, and 
the advantage of your own Souls*. 
This Part of the SukjcQkps q$* 

CRflaryas any, for you to te *a* 
ftru&edinj tor after aU> that Jm 
been faid, if you fail in the right 
manner of Performance, your, la» 
hour will be loft : How excellent a 
Duty foever it be in it felf, and 
ho w beneficial and pleafant foever 
it be to others, it will not be fo 
to you ; but God will be di&6- 
nour'd, and your Souls preju- 
dic'd. I fear multitudes are very 
defe&ive and faulty in this part o£ 
the Duty : There are njany mote 
who are Enemys to a holy P*rf<rrr 
mance r than who are Enemys to 
the external Duty. . /> 

I fhall divide the Direftioos i4t<) 
three parts, . \ '; " V 

I. Such as concern the Choice if 
proper and futable Matter* 
. II. Such as relate to the external 
Manner of Performance- And^ 
III. Such as refpeft the internal 
and ffiritual Frame and Temper 
of the Soul. 

* I. 'Tis 
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. Ser. V. 
\. *Tis neceflary fometbing i>V\J 
fliooM be fatd on the firft Head, 
becaufe in theChoiceof a Pfalm^ 
the Metre into which it is tranf- 
lated, and the Tone to which it is 
fet, is too often more regarded i 
than the fubjed Matter of it, and 
itsSutabltntfito the prefent occa+ 
iion. 

§. I . We (hould ordinarily chitfe 
tea to the 
•Difyenfu' 
now, for 
I David'S 

be fung, 
;reat and 
and en- 
: theblef- 
nd which 
: up in us 
eto thofc 
Appr«henfions. 

Such Pfalms as contain Matter 
of Prayer for divine and fpiritaalr 
Bleffings, and of Praife for the: 
Reception of them. Stich which,-: 
nold forth precious Promifes of 
the fame nature, for our Faith? 
and Hope to butld upon. Stubs.*- 
H 3 have 
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Ser. V. have the molt immediate reference 
to our Lord Jefus Chrift, the then 
4 promis ? d !Meffias \ which fcretel 
jwhat he was to do and faffier, at 
his Incarnation, the Bkflirtgs he 
was to procure, and the ipiri- 
tual Glory and Privileges of that 
Gofpel-Church he was to ered in 
the World.; ,/ 

There are many fuch Pfalms, 
which the Chriftiaa Church can 
better underftand now > than the 
Jewiih Church could* when they 
were firft pen'd, or, tt^jnay be, 
tfctn the jPenmen did .themfi * 
Thomahy of thefe F&kos * w 
dark and ofcfcurc, if we^oaly Me- 
nard the manner of Exprd&n, 
yet .we niay be^re* thfty .Were 
Pro|>hccys of Gbrtf:, aad o£,tjbc 
State! and , Privileges of the €&?£• 
tian Cbardb, if we take tbeVS^ari- 
ters of the New T$ftameit*tQ?bt 
infallible Interpreters of the Bbo- 
phecysof tbeQ/<af. We can fee further 
into the rayittriaus and fpiritual 
Scnfe of thtfe Paflages* and lo.are 
capabk of finging them with a much 
iriore Evangelical Spirit, thaa the 
Old Teltameqt Believers could do. 
' I 
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• Tam^ffemtWnkirigit'nrfiN^Ser/'V. 
ft! or *n$rofitable- to lftg'. ft*<WV 
Mites- as >hdity relate- ', t& <he 
'Jtivift €hwch, they maya9 la*v- 
nilly and profitably be ftrig ds 
read* but furetyfrfcls beftbe^om- 
'4ng and itiott 'agreeable to Ghrif- 
-tiafis ik> be 1 fn»tjh taken np ii> fit- 
col Priufing • of '6od ;i iHd the : Re- 
deemer-; fer tfie 1 rfch-Difcorerys of 
Lo^M'Gratb'-fcbSiitoers. Wfe 
•itoKe boran.ffl Iitfpr 
'*Rt>>«^^y«oto„. . 

^■l^m^r layers ''■#& Prallls 
'than the'Sfttfc %ere: f:0 1 r fee^ 3»oc^ .' 
trifleio'f t&eTrMtfc th^McSr-ha- 

^^a&'iJnd ^trtffe*Vh*PK£. 

fufrcawfc,- Af&tifimi staa gfitttfttfe 

iiaftaition, His- fcrtercetfioft for 

Sinners* tKeir JuttificatiOH by his 

-Riglitetotfftefs, an<f Sanftlficatioh 

By tt$S$«rtt',> and &Vi?**di«lte 

whote'Softf&e of ChtmV.'Wedft- 

tion, "with <aB thofe adttilraofc 

Perfeaibns of God that ftiue forth 

fheYeitf, are things that were, bat 
Itttte kn*rtii QiKlerthoQ/iJPSw**- 

firim j Befctbey' ftta* ^tiii^ 

* " H 4 greater 
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Set. V. greater Brjgbtnefc and Luftre -nn- 
lyVVder tb,e. New.-, Now. * 'feelievec?, 

in thofedays, \\;cremoii taienup 
iting thofe Difatnfatitty 
i Providence, that were 
it r«*wA*W'j fo ihould 
s he ia; celebrating the 
ledemptian- this being t tie 
rions .Discovery of. tHp 
:rfe£tions. which God hoe 
■given, or«rf«givetoifi«\V;orld. : 
■ Jffum^.-frwt tmtpmjigqiirjptttr 

Singing. . .Thefe uSo^ld Biix ^.hen^- 

feWes with all our , Prayer s? and 

HuUV.tf. Supplications: In evfry ifying-iy 



Prttyer *nd Suff lic(ftion % withThtwlfr 
i vnftr G^ ; i#nt; L 5lKf 1 4tltf 



giving* ttt yyir &#*£* : fo*!«fr 
hnwf vofo- G^ j .ijjntjjrncf jjthj 
S^njing aa4 Anting fo>t^ G^d> 



Fraiiesbas aa^rfi'.uf^f abo^^. 
bare Rehearfal of theai, ip fyfrfk?, 
iioce this tends rhoft to- q^itkew 
.^nd:^rge r iaie^ea r rt, ■ a-adsreaigs- 
.^oft ip^rhajal Pie^fur* in tjiepo^ 
we, ffc^uld, in this way, .vO^M" I* 
God tjiofe Praifes andThattkfe»fr: 
ings which have ttie,Myfl:er : ys,_a^d T 
Bleffines, of our Rede»pt^» for . 
•tae'gupjec>niai ( fer,of 4fjL T .,' ; .,,v. 
■ ; Upon 



XXpon this occafioh I caftntt Sen . V, 
butheartiljr wifh, that many Parts L/W 
of the Nty Teftament werd tran- 
sited into Metre, and fo fitted to 
be fang in Chriftian Churches and 
Familys; and that the Praftice did 
more generally obtain among us : 
Not to the Exclufion of Davids 
FfalmS) but only as a Supplement 
and Addition, becaufe they don't 
fb folly fate the State of the Gof- 
pel-Church, as they did the Jtmijb. 
This Part of our Chriftian Wor* 
fhip would * be much more confr- 
pleatand per fed, if thofe Doxo- . .**, 
logys and Benedi&ions weresfcbus 
traiiflated, that we meet withJn 
St. PauPs Epiftles, and other fcirts 
of the New Teftament. We read 
That the frnr Betjks and the four^^ y^ g > 
and twenty Elders did fraife Cbrift p t ' * * 
by'finging anew Song^ /dying y Tliotf 
art worthy y &c. Many Exvofitors, 
bythefe : £fcfcrx, underftand (not 
improbably) the Members of the 
Ciiriftidn Church upon Earth \ and 
then the words are an intimation, 
thatin tGhriftian Affemblys Chrift. 
is 'to be praised with A^ 5c^>,\ 
futcd ta tnd Work of Redcmption,- 
* H~5 and 
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Sir. V. andthe'dokly M is 44vancM; to, 
VWand not jnerely witk thr jy&tar if 
David* If you dtfir e ftttther Sa- 
tisfaction, I refer you to Mr J*0*r/s 
ingenious TJflay on this Subjed^ 
wnich I have feeri fince the Cora- 
pofure of this Difcourfe* 

§. 2. Xtyon fvblick fpitid Octa- 
gons we ought to have regard to thofe 
Providences of God that his Church 
and People art then truter. As we 
are a part of Chrifh'sr Church, fo 
we ought to be affe&ed* tfith ttie 
State thereof. Wheil God's People 
lie under or are in danger of anv 
geftfrral Calamity, and we are catfa 
Co 1 1 publick Fatting, Hbmiliation 
ancFPrayer, fuch Pfalrns fhouidije 
chofen, as bring to oat rcmem* 
brance theGirciunftances of God's 
. Church in fotmer days. His loa- 
der ful Appearances for them, when 
their Strength and Hop* was *al- 
moft quite gone, theMethdds they 
took in their Diftrefs, atid - the 
Snccefs tif them, and what iRe-* 
turns they made .to God f6r their 
Deliverances £ the meditating im* 
on, * and. lingtng forth fuch Para* 
ges, have an Aptitadc and Tad- 
i v * dency 



§er: V. trqft arid confide in God far the 
*C/VNtf future. I forbear mentioning par- 
ticitfar Pfelms, that haying been 
largely done In fome of the fore- 
going DifcOurfes. A Chrifii*n<, 
t?ho is conyerfant in David's 
Tfalfns, wiH find there are*few 
Providences God's Church can be 
under, but there is fomething in 
theffi very futable and applicable ; 
*nd a wife Choice wotild be f ery 
Iferviceable to bring the Mtnds of 
Chriftians into, and to keep them 
in a good Frame, throughout? the 
Datys of fuch Days. . 

§. 3. In our Choice feme rejgtrd 
fhould be bad to the ether 4 Pkns of 
IVorJhif this Duty is amjoin^d^wirh. 
-We muft fi> endeavour tawferm 
every Duty, that one m&f *e a 
Preparatory to another^ arid* that 
: the fi&fequent Duty majr farther 
fcherifh alid ftrengthen thoft holy 
Impreffions and Affe&ioiis 'in us 
which the foregoing begaft : * that 
tho we pafs from one Duty- to a~ 
nother, yet that which is the 
main end and dfefign of ailj Dutys, 

viz.. the glorifying of x G*i$ Mftd the 

voirling up ovr Sow to a BMte *nd 

GodUki 



&a£iii : ?*M$f>v % may ftffl be 'car-3er..V. 
rying on ©ore and mors. J*%ipwWJ 
Singim freu&s Pr*ytr, x fomtthing 
rtoiild i* filing that may belt com- 
pofethe Mind to a becoming Re- 
verence for that Duty 5 and when 
It --follows Prtachinfc fomething 
fhould be cbofen that may be pro- 
per to fecond« and farther prefc 
some the Truths we have heard. 
'When there is this^MttfW H*rmony 
between ode Duty and another, 
Vf e ftaftl perform them with the 
reatcft Pkafure and Profit* J 
are appeal to- the Experience of 
ferious Ghiriftians, whether they 
feave not found the tinging thenfdf- 
{atnt Pfaltn much more fwect, and 
reviring #► their Spirit* At 9* 
timers vtbtft this dDtre^ioo' has 
bteCB obJfervMy than At anther , 
: when no regard has been had to 
l it» j4g*irj)tm~S*crA&tnt-dAy^ when 
<we have- been; commemorating tiae 
•matchlefs Love qf our dear ; \B«r 
deemier, at theclofe of that Dr- 
- AinAvw Something fhould h& fang 
v j ^4fc juy^ keep jdive, a*d.fttrster 
. eatcite thofe Graces, wejiave, been 
o^thp^^yiic.o^ «id.|h^t may 
r.y :. fend 



.» . * * 
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Sex . V. fend n» away foil • Qf Mwmlsiftflsi 
jor.and Thanfef«Jnefs t ~ . , ■ „ 

5,4. Chrifti*** i*,. their privjtfi 
Family* fltmdd: htm regfrlto fb^ 
Emily Stmt *ild Groimftanffeff.sa^ 

ihoft ptrtiwlar cPrwideace* <*: 
£od: they *rej«nder,. > especially 
whett'theyracp ^fafeahaad r«wft* 
Wr/f, .either in. a vfayof Judgmp^t 
6c Mercy. .A firtabje. Qhpke ajL 

inch tirote v ^iJl ii&Bf <*ra. ^aSPTf* 
joa&efs.ofiWt Fr*ni%> aadjfflaJjp 
the Difpaofction*: fcpre -ftS^Wg 
and impreffive. But cafe fiH»ft.4w 
taken that our joy or Sorrow doitft 
degenerate into 'fiftfrl'Extregggb- 
that .ttoder the HGtw-fl; of;. SH&Y 
we do -not eherifh fiich . a TfciftBflr 
•*f Soufcaa is reaHyt d&oR$tfa!& 
ta God^jJUd ;ii^ttriw« • t^^v 
, fehres* afid- riaicljb'Qughfc « tp-, &p ; 
ftriven againft. 1 , 
: ";.§< p-La&ly ■*&&*#? >£k*ifti<te 

fnfattjFraoa if tktiri tvfi &ftfr* 
-Tho?it- be> u6qiieftiDaabljf l J^'ftll 
to Ting fich EfaJm&asjdoit'^JMBftly . 
iftoouiiowA<&amift4n?»$ii ej|Jwr , 
iioadward.lor.vinward^ littttfcj&gK 
v*« -£rty>J*W* ( forfl&r^}>«fii4li( 
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A4mbnt$i*0\ ytt we (hall be moftSer. Va 
afieded when what we flag is VVV 
fitted to out- Condition, and is 
exprefliveof the inward Senfe and 
Language of our Hearts Tbofe • 
iing <wit!t the- molt Fkafure, tjiait 
.flag Divide Pfalms with DavidV 
£ft>*Y« In&ort, Ghriftfcms fhoald 
confidcr what fpecial Graces they 
have more than ordinary need to 
ha ve exercis'd and inpreas'd, what 
Corruptions to be mortify'd and 
Jcept under, what Difficultys, and 
Temptations, and Afflidions they 
are caB'dto contend and grapple 
with* Such things as thefe muft 
direftthem both in the matter of 
their Prtytrs and Singing when 
the choice is left to themfelves. 
So much for thtfirft General HtaA? 

I now proceed in the fecond Place, 

lh T* fuck DWettiqns at relst* 
ta the txternsl nuimnrofPerfer* 
tmtmceo I don't* preteod to inftruft 
you iorthe Art of Singing, 'tis not 
my proper Bufinefswas I capable 
of it v 1 (hall-only mention a* few 
things that Reaiou and the, N*n 
.tttfe of the Duty plainly ftgg*ft< - 
;: 'I " §. I - - 



\6b Di*EC*iotfs/&r^ • 

Sen- V. - §• i • &»** &g<m* ought ifb* %/hd 
1/A>^ external Harmtrn^ t&at thfcre b£ 
Melody- made with Ohr Voi&S*$$ 
Well a* Ifcwr//; If' nb cdrt be take* 
about th(r Tune and Met* e, tbttr* ' 
will be nothing b'dtPDifcbtd and 
C6nfafiob;-,\fech Ringing ntfiil'be* l 
gfeat Hitrihkficti -and Hot a AWp 
to Devotion; We are SenfltivesS 
well as Rational Creatures, Com- 
pounded 'of Body and Sotil ; zvA 
while we are in this ; fratc of \J~ 
aion, oiir Senfts have great Ilrfh*- 
ence upoft our higher POWtais. 
'Senfitive Pleafure is lawfol atftf i 
laudably while it is dfefi* ? ci in &&» 
ordination and fubifetfVieiicy-to 
that ' which is ^more ^refitf d an* ' 
^rational, and 'not prrhdpatfy fbt ' 
\t®K: Withbut the one it'is ftaiW?-* 
poffible, in our pr*feftt State;- i&~ 
enjoy the other, for God works • 
upon his Creatures in a i way :, fti-- 
table to their Nature. The^ inno- 
cent Pkafures of the E*r, by me- 
lodious Sounds, fcas e^peritt*entAl<- : 
ly teen' found a mighty h^Tp<to : 
excite and raife devout AffoSScfas * 
h* the Souir 'Nature (as^ehe hk^ f 

vrtWttM) & this ufi* keifi- amn~ 

But 
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But here ogr gr«at Caremuft bt^ser/v.. 
that- wf don't take up with the 
Mtmu. for the £pdj and miftakc 
thepjeafing of pur fenfttiver Affec- 
tions and * Imaginations, for that 
fpiritu^l Pteafure which holy Souls 
take* in.Qod ami Things of a Di^ 
vine . Nature.? Whenever it is 
tfcps, thelitis, in the evil Frame 
and Temper of < our Hearts, and 
does not arife from the Nature of 
the thing i for holy Souls can and 
/wiJUmptQ.ve M for holy-Ends and 
Purpofes. And indeed unieft Siagr 
ii^.betowler'd; as inborn* opea- 
iureto be grateful to the Ear, the 
Gr$ttnapce will be exposM to Conv 
Xcp^t^jand^t ; fer?c the E^ds of 
De^tioflr Go& x i* thtn God of.Or r 

*fo& 4fld .™*iff t &>pf*fw>< I would 
nofrbc thought fo difcourage thoft 
frpjpa this Duty who have little ov 
no artificial Skill * many can ftng 
in Hsonjtmftion with others, ntho 
tb*y< catft \c*i a T*nve : and Jhey 
that ,lw<ve not fa* nuich Skill as 
this, may fo manage their Voices, 
«. not tp difturb. thofe that have,, 
and by joining with them may be 
gf^y.^^wandfidjify'd, mud* 



». 
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Ser. V. more perhaps than thofe thalf have 
tea times thdr Skill, bat' Wai* 
their pious Difpofitton* df SoW. 
Tho ftiU 1 am of Opinion, that if 
fuch Chriftians have a natural C&- 
pacity for it, fonte artiftcid Skill 
Would be very ferVices&ie to then*, 
in the* - more fpiritual * PeffcV- 
wance bf the Duty : prwid^d thfcy 
arc not To taken up With mind&g 
the Tune, as to be taken tfTfttnft 
obferving the Matter fiijigy atid 
the Frame of HWre With <wWWi 
they finfe. ' • i i r ^ * J '^1 

- $2. Ctotf ***»'** taktn thkt'ihe 
7W*/ /W, aadthe M&tttr bf #&£- 

t0 txvtit divitic WicP ffititUTtl 

tins* Wam-'tttid^ ^ught^ W -'fefe 
rotemtf, and' gwifc, nwrv&te, «id 
light, aiid airy, *s If they ' i*fcfc* 
only adapted to pledfe and gratify 
a wanton and ftnfual Mind : This 
would be to turn one of the moft 
noble and fpiritual -Duty* 6f Reli- 
gion into*' a mfere Entbrtaiiimenrf&i 
the Senfes and Baricyfc of carnal 
Men j this would be tottrfnGo^s 
Houfe into a Theatre, and Wdold 
in a manner deficrate'G6&$*f*frkd 

Worfhip, 
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Worlhip, and make itdiftaftfoltoSer. V. 
pious Minds. Tbe Fower of Focal 
as well as Infirutnentd Mttficki* 
very great, and may be abused to 
bad Purpofes as well as improved 
to holy ones i and therefore only 
fuch Tunes muft be us'd in God's 
Houie, as becomes his Majefty and 
Holmefs, and the Gravity arid 
Spirituality of the Worflup we 
are ingag'd in. Neither muft the 
Voice be fo modulated, as lhould 
render what is fung unintelligible 
to the greateft part of the War* 
ftippers j far this would be, as to 
the Ends of UB^mtm^ .the, fime 
thing as if Perfoas ftmgSjn^am 
naJmowtLTongue. 

<-' >§•>$*> In* the ch$iie ef tbe Tb^ 
feme regard < Jbouid br had'touahS 
Matte* fung ; : that it may haw alt 
Aptitude to excite ia us thbfe DK 
viae Graces, which the Matter of 
the Pfalm requires and calls for. 
Nothiiig is more certain than that 
different Tunes have a different 
Influence and Efficacy upon the 
Minds of Men : Thofe that have 
a Tendency to raife our Joy and 
Thankfulnefs, are Enemy s to Sor- 
row 
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Ser. V- row and Sadnefs of Spirit ; an<l 
1>V"V thole that befriend this Temper, 
are prejudicial to the other. v It 
would be very prepofterous, and 
a great Incongruity, if the Ten- 
dtttcy of the Tune ftvould promote. 
Sorrow and Grief, when the De- 
fign of the Pfalm is to raife ia us a 
joyful thankful Admiration of 
God's Grace and Goodners. 

§. 4. Such Tunes fliould be ordina- 
rily JuH^ at the Generality of the 
Werfiifftfj can join in; becaufe 
Singing is a Duty i 
on ailChriftians thy 
pacity for it, and i 
•f God's publick. \ 
therefore it is no 
form'd when it is : 
to Jbnt out the grea 
Aflembly from haii 
ia it. I may add, . x 

§. 5. That it is mofi eligible-, that' 
Pirfonsy engag'd in this Ordinance of 
Singingy Jhaald have Pfalm-Books, 
that lb the Duty might be. per-, 
form'd without the ufuaL Inter-' 
rn.pt ion of reading Line by line." 
By this means the Senfe of what is 
fvng mil at once lie ffen to their , 
PieiPy 
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View-, and be better vnderfiood fySer.' V. > 
tftrw J and. there will be a time .|fftir*L/W^ 
.out continued Harmony^ wd the 
jHFt&iont xpiU not be in fo mush ■dan* 



i aaa, : 

. §..6. And laftly, That in the 
Performance tf this Duty there mnfiy 
be all the external and vifiblt Signs 
of Reverence and Devotion. Where 
thefe are wanting, we may, with- 
out breach of Charity, conclude, 
that there is not much inward 
Serioufnefs and Affection. Tho 
bodily Exercife alone profits UttUy 
yttGod mufi be glorify 1 d with our< 
Bodys as well as our Souls ; theyare. 
the. Workmdnjhip of God-, and the 
Pur- 
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Scr. V. Purchafe of Chrifr, and the Tefafie K 

~ bf the Hdy Ghoft : The Lord { is 

fir the Body, and therefore the Bbdy 

might to be for the Lord. In this 

Duty the Head mitft'bc uncover*^, 
the Countenance cpmpos'd and* 
ierious, the Eye fijct, not roving 
and wandringi and, in a Word," 
the whole external Behaviour ftch r 
as, in the judgment of Charity, : 
befpeaks an engag'd aftd devout' 
Mind and Heart, and as befcomes r 
the Perfections of the God we' 
worfhip. And whether that Pot 
ture in Singing, Whieh generally 
obtains among us, be lb proper for 
Pfelms of direa Prayer and Fraife^ 
I leave to your own £erious deli- 
berate Confideratiqn. I now pro- 
ceed, 

III. To fitch Directions as rkfpe& 
the internal and fpiritudTrame'and 
Temper of the Soul. Tho you are 
ever fo careful in obferving and 
following what I have hitherto 
fiid, yet unfcfs a Ijpecial regard be* 
had to the State and 'Frame of th# 
Soul> all will avail nothing as t& 
your Acceptance with God, Some 1 

of 
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of thefe Direftions are fuch asSe?..V* 
concern this Duty in common l/W 
wkh.others, and therefore I need 
not much inlarge. 

$. i . The habitual Temper and 
Difpojkion mufi be fuch as is plea* 
fingvnto G$d.> You muft be in a 
converted, pardon'd* reconciled 
State. Till you have Grace in the 
Heart*, and are filled with the Spirit, 
you are not quaiify'd for the ac- 
ceptable Performance of this Duty* 
The Exercife of Grace neceflfarily 
fuppofes the internal vital Prin- 
ciple 4 for Per ions can never exer- 
cife that which they have not* 
Carnal and unfan&ify'd Men do 
but debafe and pollute every Duty 
they take in hand : Their State is 
unacceptable \ the Principles from 
which, and the Ends for which they 
a&, are not divine and fupernator 
ral, but low, bafe and mercenary 5 
and cOnlequcntly nothing that they 
do is properly pleafing unto God. 
The carnal Mind is Enmity againfk Rom. VIII. 
Gcd i it is not fubjett to the Law of 7, 8. 
Cody nor indeed can be: So then, 
they that, are in the Flefh, cannot 
pleafeGod* .We are only accepted Eph.l. 6. 

in 
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Ser. V- in the Behvtd y to whom they have 
i/W no vital Union, nor- ftand in any 
GcnJV.4. federal Relation. The Lord bad 
Jir/ £*#*# ** Abel, and then t* hu 
Offering* If the Ferfm he not ac- 
cepted, the Sacrifice will not. I 
own all the A&ions of Men in a 
juftify'd State are not acceptable 
to God, for they do not always 
exert the good Principles that are 
within them, and ad becoming 
their Relation and Character j and 
Mat. VII. yet till the Tret be, made reedy the 
17, 1 8. Fruit eon never be truly Jo. Wic- 
ked Men may have pleafant and 
melodious Voices, and may be well 
skill'd in the Art of Singing, and 
fo may be inftrumental • in raifing 
the Afle&ions of pious Cbriffcians 5 
but not being animated hy a Di- 
vine Spirit, they are but like £0 
many dead and UfeUfs Organ*: for 
want of that which , ought to. be 
in them, they late not only the 
fpiritual benefit of the Duty, bat 
are obnoxious to Punifhmcnt for 
their Hypocrify and Diffimula- 
tion, for making only an external 
ihew of that which they really 
have not. I defign not by this 

Difcourfe 



thi'DM/y-df'Si'Kiii}*?. 96$ 

Difcomte'to take unconverted MeitSer, y.£ 
whofiV off from this Duty • for. crvN»' 
the 1 fitme Obje&ions that He a-: 
galnft their Singing tf-ffdmf for 
vwmtfdf habitual Gfjfcev, lie againfl; 
«ieir ! ftqingi ' arid l tiixrifi^ and 
a^iV dtfter Duty ; for, no Duty vx& 
rtfRtfy be perform^ without J the 
Gtfa&of God. I would only con- 
vince them of the Mtfef y and tfaJ 
i^efe-of ^their prefl&t Ctad^ 
...I, that they^ttidy not cbAten^ 
fedly ieototime fr it* Their mora* 
Incapacity ' for Duty takes not ' a- 
^V tfteir ; Obligation to £erfoi> 
ftceV btft h. their Sin 5 and the 
.jftser'ifc'ftf the. more deprav*d 
tif^ak^them to- beJ ' However, 
if tf^ttoRhelf -befr,' with thofe 
influence* ^oP-common Grace that 
are afforded,-* aid do honeftly de- 
m iM ^ei*fcaVpur!t6 do better; 
my ifcfflwfttyr. j»*y than they 

aa&'iV&tt'mnfr fog with jfamlml 
taiw'i&Hderftaridwg. This. was the 
tBe^Apbftle's Refblutioii-:. t'roifl 1 Cor. 

fenpoffiSk! 1 ?fl4W' Wind Devotion* 
i» I ihould 



Sen V. ihouM ever be pleafing unt^Go^ 
^p/>JJhp tbep may be Ugh* w tke 
* /%*</, when there is no Hm and 
Warmth In. tke Jtf*irf* yet iw* can 
iwvcr be^ioaa%wid pipt»(ly rf- 
fe&ed wiih whit we un4erftan4 
4ot j fuch JDevotion wl bfr no 
better than, foperftitious Frenzy 
and Enthufiafai. Our great Care 
then mult be, that we are not fo 
takei* VP & wr Thoughts about 
tjfcie Tune we fW an4 the Sound 
^nd Cadency ot the Wor^s*.,** 
pot to mind the Exfielk^cy, 
V^eight and important of the 
Matter fung r This is a coipmpn 
feult, thai qught djiligcntjy' to, be 

fiarded igainft. I -fear. ,M$m 
houghts are often \mv\d^d ip 
obferving how they themselves qqd 
pthers ling, when they (hpnld afc- 
tend to an4 he intent upoq tbf 
fpiritual and ufeful Nature of w^t 
they ling : Perlbns can nevqr re- 
ceive Inftru&ion or Confolation 
by fuch kind of Singing. See then* 
that while your Tongues are kn~ 
i pjoy'd in chanting forth th?.woi£% 
- . your Mind and Thought* be as tSit 
•■ fily impJoy'd in diving into, and 

# in 
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Col. III. 



Within us; for no exttraal Cutis' 
*• of 
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of Religion are pleaGng to God, Seir. V. 
onfefs'vife ire '(ft tjie ejercife oti^rv'N' 
Grace, in ' Jje. performance 'of *"' 

thenV' J :'>.,■ ; .',.';,■,'. ;, '. , 

- . (2.) Thil Melody dfuptei- the V 



tcere mult be a fweet mixture of"' 
"wr&acti ' and a 'feafonaMe.' aft- , 



'1^4 Directions for 

Ser. V. ing *f them °PP n 064*. or eUc 
(•VXJ there will, bfe fluS.SW Hs^i i'» */m 
Heart- It is a great part of holy 



When there is an ! 
ftch Hearts, thus tuo'd 
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jfloy'd in. finging the pfaifes of Ser. V* 
God, they make Melody, to /^OVv 
Lord: This isniach more grateful 
to God, than the ' exa&eft and 
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g^._ y f thofe who are it. 

\s\-\j Now that y Iways 

ready thus to '. fab- 

join a few word 

Toumvjllabtn hum? 

hie, thankful Temper of Soul, and. 
make Praife and Thankfgiving 
your~oonftant Employment ; this 
Would have a more confiderable 
ihare in your-daily Devotions than 
ordinarily it has. T*h heed of a 
querelous, murmuring, complain- 
ing Spirit; for this greatly indit 
^joTes the Soul for the Work of 
Praife. Endtavdur to lire from 
day to dayin a fenfe of God's tor* 
to ycuy and' in the exerdfeofijove, 
toy, and Delight towards hint* 
jvfi before your Entrance upon 
ihis Duty, your Thoughts mould 
Be taken "tip in' meditating upon 
God b s Excellencys and Perre&nwrs, 
"your own Meannefs and Unwor- 
thinefs, hisGoodnefs to you above 
"multitudes of your Fellow-etea- 
tures,' yonrnlarry Mercysanci Pri- 
vileges, ndtwithfondihg your.De- 
meVifs and manifold Forfeitures 
■ of them. • Think upon God's afto- 
r jjifliing Love to Sinneri in Cbriff, 
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and ttie blefled 'Fruitt and feffe^sSer. V. 
of it. Think oji the Joyskrf Hea-< vjOQ* 
ven, and the noble Employment 
of Saints and A$gel* thertfy hdw 
they tune their Heart?, and with 
how Ihtfng a 1 Bttath they : found 
fotm tffc Praifes'^of God, 'and of 
ttietkmN Thirifajfthi Torment* 
of the^Damn'd, cand how happy 
they wbuM tedfori ¥temfelves if 
they wer^'d^d'tb your Work ^ 
atid^v^Jiiftly ybii might have 
been in their State and Nace, who ' " 
ioftead of praifing God} arenwp-* ' Ji 

**gy and » wailing^ -and gnawing vheh 
Teeth* : Such* Meditations as thefe . 
W*ni&fcJte Very fcrviceable towards 
tirt^wttkg ytoujtt a fufabie Frame 
fetV and affiftlng yon in the Per- 
formance of thfe Duty. • 

'§•4* ihere nkift be a humbte de~ 
pendance upon the Spirit of Chriftj* 
for his a^fting^ quickening Influences. 

Without thefe, tho the Principles 
of Grace are implanted in the 
Heart, they will not exert and 
put forth themfelves. Believers 
themfelves without Chrift can do no~ joh.xv « 
thing : 7 Tis thro Chrifi's Jtrengthning 
**} that we are enabled to da aA 
-•*-"''... I 5 things: . 



.<*- ^id cme thou Smh y hlew vpvu wf 

Garden, that the .Spies thtfeef, may 
fine- cut ; then let, my Btlftvtd ctme 
into hit Garden* and eat hit --flea/ant 

Vruits. The giving or withheld^ 
ingof the Spirit's Ipftoences is one 
great canfe of -the 'remarkable dif- 
ference that there is betwixt trie 
ChrifiUn and another* and betwixt 
the fame Chrifttan, . at , different 
timet, in the Performance or reli- 
gious Dutys. In this way God does 
fignally either reward the Dili- 
gence, humble Depetidaftce* apd 
Expectation of his People ; oir ftt- 
nijh their Carelefnefs and Sloth* 
their Pride and Self-Confidence* 
Rom.vm.Tho the Spirit of Chrilt dwells in 
*' every 



every -fiftccre Believer* yet:th«!ffcBefc. tfc'i 

is araft V*ri«f and Aj«* ««yJ3S« 
to the Meafure of his aftuakAffif- 
tance and Influent, and ia pro.- 
portion hereto the Ue&txtof God> 
People Will' be • : were '©£ 4ef*' eh* 
larg% 'and fcarfy'd 6ut invthfrDa* 
ty. 'TheSpfrle may jilftty recfcaa 
liimfelf -negleaed and ' flighted^ 
when Vheie U not a*deefta\iafe* .r: - 
rious lenfe'oF our own Intaflfciefc* 
cy, and a' humble Depehdaofcfe up* 
on, and Expedition of Help add 
Attiftante from him. ■'• * \ * 
'- §. $. There muft bt ana&ual.Re* t 
Ranee ufon the Merit and htercefieit 
Sf thrift for our Accepanct* Aftei? 
the" fatanftion of this bvxfin t«i 
ibfians, 'tis immediately^ addedj 
Whatfoeveryedo in Word or '%>**&?& ch.\ll.i6 t 
ii(i in the Name ofour.LbrdJiefi^ , 7 . 
fivint Thank's ib God -JuiA xte?*k\Sit 

% hm. ■ '' The be'ft Chrimafi9l>yta8 
rh'udi ©uilt and Pollution «ntobtl& 
Prefericr 1 o? God with fchtfft^{lje| 
contraft much white tfcey' ate 'b* 
fo're'him-, their Grace's and mt?s 
are' fo defeftive and.'mip^Jrfe^ 
that if : ®dd pould WteM t\> AjWI 
Iniquity i Uey vuiltP '»*>'• jHarf-MfM 
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Set* tfs'to»r.-If tiiere «w iz<* Forgiv^tffs 
^^?Si*twrfe W«i, tferrrf twkW & no Incfu~ 
yv raiment to fear . or worjhif i him* 
' ,4 ' Our kighefc Praifes arc infinitely 
beneath the Excellency* and Per* 
fe&ioas of the Divine 'Nature, and 
unworthy of , the Divine Accept 
tante, confider'd merely as they 
flow from us- Chrift is that An- 
Ch. VIII. gel fpoken of in the Revelations^ 
3. who fiands at God's Altar ^ and has 

a golden Confer full of Incenfe y 
which he , offer s^ with the Prayers and, 
Praifes of all the Saints^ vfon the 
golden Altar, which it before the 
throne* We nrnft be great Stran- 
gers to God and our felves, to the 
juft aid righteous Demands of bis 
£aw§, and the Ipiperfefltion of our 
Dutys, if we, are not fenfible of 
- dte neceffity of Chrift's Mediation, 
to recommend oiur Perfons and 
Services to the Divine Acceptance. 
And therefore w? ought to exert 
explicite Afts of Faith upon his 
Satisfaction and Interceffionj for 
wecannot juftly expeft the Appli- 
camn of hisMerits, when there is 
noSenfe of the need of them, nor 
any aaual Reliance upon them* 
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.§. 6. And laftly, This Duty muftStf. V. , 
be ytrform'd. unto the Lord } R> run L/VS/ 
the words of the Text, Singing 
and making Melody in your Hearts 
to the Lord' It is not material, 
whether by (Lord) we here under- 
(land God the Father, or the Me- 
diator Jefus Chrift j fince in every 
DutyChrift is to be ey'd as the 
proximate immediate Objeft, and 
God the Father as the ftndl ulti- 
mate one, Tnere is ni Coming *v? j h. xiv* 
the Father but by Chrift b -, and^wed. 
come to Chrift, that by h'im wd 
may be brought to Cod. God in 
Chrift then is the Objeft to whom 
this Duty piuftbeperforin'd. r We 
triuft fing, in obedience to - th$ 
Command oi this Lord, do it as an 
A& of Divine Worfhifa which is 

due to him',' and him only y with 
a Defign to magnify and advafrce 
his Honour and Glory, by thus 
proclaiming his Perfections, . pur 
Efteem and Affq&Xoh .foirthfem, 
and Truft and 'Confidence in them. 
We muftr in this Way recommend 
him as an Objeft worthy ^f t hd 
Homage and Worfhip of tfte^lifote 

World. Thefe 7 \ , fbgtthcr ' with 'our 

VWTTK 



Ser. V, .eVfty rt fp-'ritual Edification 

0~r<3 a nd ought t6.be the Ends 

weft ipoie toourfelves in 

the ance of this Duty :' 

tot. f, mercenary, felfilh 

ones .own, fuck as worldly 

Advantage, r fht Ofiintaticn of our 
own Art and SkiU y thi Gratification 
of the Ears and Fancys of others^ 
that we may be applauded bj? 
them. Nay, mere Improvement ift 
the jfrtof.Slnging'ought not to be 
our brincljpal Befign, iho \t rnay 
be fubordmately Iook'd at in the 
Performance of fo religious a Du^- 
ty. This would be, not to ling to. 
the Lord,, but to our^ fel'ves \ . ir\f 
ficadof obtaining his Acceptance, 
we Ihould certainly provoke his 
Difpleafure, and merit his Rejec- 
tion and^bhorrenceoTiis.and our 
Sacrifices. 

•.'.' .* 
Thus I have gone thro the i brie 
'General Heads r'propos'd: Arid 
now, upon the Whole,, you may 
eafily fee, whence it is that" many 
WWplaiti, they find fo little F'le* r 
/weia,'.and fyntfit by this Ordi- 
nance \ their Efteem and "Value 
for 



for it ftjjensi a*>4 they are temp-^Sef ♦ V; 
ted to Jive in the negleft of it.< 
There, has certainly been fome 
feijfcar? in fcl>e meaner , <*f Perform 

maijqe in fiwp? v *tf ; ^?ft ffor^menr 
tion'd Refpe&s, which they ought 
to be fenfible of, and humbled for r 
and charge upon themfelves : To 
this they fhould attribute their 
Unprofitablenefs, and not to ^ny 

want of j\ptitu$le and Jitnefs Jul 

the Ordinance to do them good. 
Let but Perfbns conftantly and 
confcientioufly obferve the Rules I 
have laid down, and I am con- 
fident they will quickly find this 
as quickmng, and edifying, and 
cbmfortinga Duty, as moll of the 
Dutys of the Gofpel. 

And as for thofe of you that 
have a Value for this Ordinance y 
I would have you take care to 
fbllow thefe Dire&ions, as ever 
you would reap fpirlt«al Atk 
vantage your ftlves, keep up 
the Credit of it in $he World, 
and promote the Pra&ice of it 
among others* 

But 



l gi Direct^ 

SjjTv. b,b triefurther 
</v*x;aiid enforcing o 

with fatable Argti 

tivei, will be th 

Worthy Brother, who- finitoes 

what-we delign fronWhis Sobjffr. 
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An Exhortation to 
the Duty of Singing. 
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SERMON VI. 
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lAub «/> ' r») Glory ; Jmke 

YOU hate hair the federal 
Parts of this. Sub jt& of fi ng^- 
ing Plalms in fo many DIP- 
fcourfes diftin&ly eflay'd, with de- 
fign that the whole of it, a* rf 
Z>fiiy, might be more complete!^ 
exjplainM and aflerted by Vs % 
while, as a <7//r, thfe becoming 
manner of performing it is im- 



\%6 % An ExBcJr't^Tion to 

Ser. V. prov'd and cultivated by Tout 
and, I hope, our joint Endeavors 
may <ftribmerMng" toward the fet- 
tling its Theory and Divine Regu- 
lation, jts jnore decent and^^r 
derly Pra&ice, the reviving its 
jfitfrt; #aeial TJfe, «et*iev&g .its 
Glory, refcuing'it from the Ob- 
jections of the Scrupulojuv and 
from the Corruptions of jlevityor 

SuperMtioiij * • :,'.."'" '• 
To this end the Nature ef the 

'Duty ' has been Hated,' " that ym 

may jmjL mitft .Vndetf/kAndmg- Its 

Obligates ' y frivU?-t.tUit )fou fl»f 

fine withpufc thenar, of Wifi^m* 
AftTftr tfeKhr&rbiie Kr«.: Tht 
&L*»tt€0tfv%S WdHfolay^ 
as truly Angelfea** aW8er*j*ic 5 
as pleafing to God, and tvmtly 
fer the V fright \ as thafr whereky 
we arecarryM. into the Company 
of Angels, to join in their Waric, 
an4 Pfl*ake of their Joys. Qbjec- 
#««; have ieenanfwerfythat your 
Heart? may >e .fxU while -you Jf/% 
and give Praife. The true ttwtner 
•f paging the Divine Praifes h\u 
hen AireftU, fa as Jto make Mek* 
dj&jStd, and that it may be ac- 
1 ceptable 
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keptable to him, 'and profitable Ser, VI. 
to us. - wVN* 

. ..What rejnaias fbje%. but that 
we make the mofi of fach' a Duty 
as this? Andfmce here's nothing 
elft to hinder. Indifference, Drow- 
finels or Cate^efnefs. ibould not j 
but,)that' we.aWa)cen aU^ur Powers 
to a Work tnat^s, ib jhuch its own 
immediate Reward. And Ence the 



iSS An Exhortation- to 

Set. VMie ftill, but.will awaken your <#«£:> 

L/ry^Jand'a/t that is within you io'bltfshii 



ra&Jhntfftl ifefmony no 'Jarst vi: 
afrd J piicbrd of t all his bulwark L/W 
Affifrs can fha'tter and deftroy,? 
Wild knows the Secret of fetching 
down )iis tonlblation from Hea? 
Ten,' and ihakiiig every thirfgcon- 
f^ibute to his gradual iAfceiit thi- 
ther'? B J>*y«^in'-theIeftraits not! 



'"[.}> ^fikP,Tetms);evffl, '.' 
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then, my Pfekety apd Harp, erau-Ser. VI. 
Ipus of thofe that are a]x>ut theVW 
hrone above : Your Melody can 
fteja my Cares, lay my Feays, 
and turn my Cave into a Quire . 
) ; As to thefe Inftruments in ths 
Worihip of God, they were 
doubtlefs allowed to David, and to 
the Church in his time. They 
were agreeable to the State of 
that pfojrch and People, who were 
leii, very much, by their Senfesj 
and whole infant and lefs difcenv? 
ing Condition made it needful for 
the Natural Man to have fame* 
£hing to feften upon, .and be en- 
jejftain'd wii;h in the \Vorlhip of 
Godi and tafwpeteq, and take oft 
|ropa the Lat*our and. Burden of 
that Service. But as the Gofpel*- 
Worfhij) and Appointments are a 
-fQpre fpiritual, pleafent, and rea- 
sonable Service^and need them lefs, 
lb in~the Golpel-K^tution we 
find nb ftootfteps 9f them •, and we 
know who firffc brought them into 
the phftrfb *i ft& well as who firft 
» , v\ ;. \ -j brought 

I -A S#* V t iptikm$>j4k>iit the Tear 666k 
... -.. _. gulain 



ger. Vr bronght ith 

t>V"Vis not my 
this matter 
time do it 
clination i 
while, and 
him to will 
ted in 'all 
JmctJI find 
Text, and' 
ffiytsaitJ 
turn --rf>e' J J? 
crueijtlyint 

fftall lea,. 

Inark: : That ^6 let them alone, eH 
■pecrally hi TublicK Wdrftip,"; thS 
ohe -'thoiign't '-fliHtf ScdmmtiM 
a miicH betfefGracfe. wjtilft tW*n 
t6 declare 1 tfcahJSftft ftfiW rfc 
<iW, dti'dihkt rhty, filthify defile bit 
•holy Hovfi^ itpd Flace fjft^jkr^ 



sAfm*.lThi H*mHy relates that a. Woman 

vtcifo. *t.Chwdi t .iiieo"a3l3i«--.S«Bti kfe 
taken 



: ike Butj of Si k.aiHd»; 19$ 

and yet to bring them into his ^e^ VI, 
holy Houfe and Place of Prayer, G 
for the ufe of all promifcuotifly, 
who will ling in the Aflembly, 
whether they think 'fern fb much as 
tolerable or xp. .. - ^ . 

f ' &fr Iwy ftf vM awake tarty. 

And Without this all the reft 
had been an empty Sound : There 
would have been no Melody to the 
Lprd,, wjiatfqever good Mufick^he 
might have made to himfelf. He 
would not put God 6fF with a Sa- 
crifice of mere Ait. He fummons 
the Attendance of all his Powers* 
Himfclf is the Offering ; and his 
Mufidkjrtays to the Sacrifice, a$ 
rt gpes up in holy Affe&ions and 
ipiritual Joys : and unlefs theft ac- 



•*■*■ 



taken t way, fince at! the goodly Sights we 
were wont to hare are gone, fince we can- 
not hear the Piping, Singing^ Cbaunting, and 
Playing upon 'the Organs , that we could be- 
fore. But , Dearly Beloved, we ought greatly 
to rejoice, and give God thanks, that our 
Churches are delivered out of all thofe things 9 
which difpkas'd God fo fore, and filthily 
defied his holy Houfe, and his Place of 
Prayer j for the which he bath juftty dejhoy'd 
many Nations, &c. 

K company 
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SeY: VI* company' . tti«- &>ng, ' the inere. 

1 fir eat hot ail Organ, or the TreM-i 

Mings of the Strings of an. Harp, 

k as good Devotion, and left df- 

lenfivetoGod. '-'-'] 

t > , i • * • i 

r 

II. TV frefcthh txcitttiotu i+ 
which tkyid in theje W#ds 
jwskcns Ani flirt tip hivtfetf* 
Confider, " 

•m « 

> • •- 

§1 u My the precedent Dift**rjet 
it's afferent Cod e*pe&s ttfromyovy 
endtnjifts vtenit. 

Wncrc tnc Precepts are ft pb- 
litive, and the Dire&ipns fo cart- 
fully , kid down, it can sever be 
thought he has left you at liberty* 
Suppoiing your Obligation clear 
to you, a wilful Negted here h\ 
not reconcilable to* that Siocttrt^ 
ty that has refpttt t* sUGrih Gm* 

r*A*ds. Praife is the proper Tib* 
btrte due to God, the Eternal 
King ; and where it is not' tiaid* 
we have Inftances that God has 
diftrain'd for it upon the beft of 
Men, who indeed do always owe ' 
2 Chron. the moft. AH Hetehthh Good- 

xxxu. nefs in other refpe&s could not 
25% * prated* 



Hht Duty of Sin Q i k pj - . , j?$ 

protefthim tfAder th& WigteGt' trffcfc Vfr 
rtnfoJH&o bod accord^ to the Vent- C/YSJ 
fa he%ad rtcelv*d. Aid t&'fc* 
that this rendring to the Lord mzf 
be done other n*y* 9 belidcs tinging 
his Praifes, is tr«ej but. doe* nor 
itforeftthfy the Xtthcjtity' *#kk 
taV appointed *W6 iWtifyy thatt 
the doing bf Tqme* tfntys will 
atone for the Negled af others: 
as if becaufe.a Man aiknowledgtt 
Ood by Hearm^ he need riot da 

it \s$ Trayer, 0C9. ' , , : . * 

:§• 2. Tbu cannot anfoir the fifog* 
left to. Gratitude^ #ty more than to 
dkcdlence. ' :'' 

It's fit the Bene&ftpr fftauld 
cfcufe his own way x)( feeing ao 
kjaoyled^d ; and' he nas^&rticn- 
Urty told uv that M thtf offer eth 
Pr/ftfe gtorfiis him. The Motives 
to it are-infinite, and the- Ingrati- 
tude jnuft: b§, monftrous; where* 
theObl^ationsafelbmairy. poes 
he not daily load w toith^ir Benefits^ 
and etoym the Tear xoitb his Loving* 
hindnefs ? . ■ And his tender Mer- 
cys over us,' do they, not keep 
pace with* nay* a^-nnmber our 
Pulfe ind our Moments? Thinlc 

K 2 how 
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gSfy 

End. 

xxxin. 
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hasrilded thefr Bejms* thy Skill Set, 

natio©,,witK the Enemy *'©£ *2s -,'",; 
Honour to defeat the Defign. ot 
the whole Creation, which i£ to 
decitrt/tlk ■Glory of- Gti&\ Jmt'/W 

Jmple 

muft articulate and expn£ft What 

riifif 01«^ly oft% V 1« mdfficol^ 
thelnceiife. they a» afFoidi W^ 
if upon the Altar. But f&tmf^ 
". ^eed god* be »ot tt *bihd ,r c£ 
that nnrfing Providence. Provifioh. 
and WefetVatfco, that his fdlfoVd 
aU |Wfiwdays, >wiHi^st>teSder-i 
watchful 4 Care;a5 if there' 
been but one Perforin the^ 
lodkaftw- 




the lame tape provides ft>r IthV 
Millions and^ftoos that compofe - 
the largtt ' FamUy of JHeivea and ' 
Barth? Feeds, tbmirt^c Kith- 
I%ht and to*e, and fills oof 
Hearts hthm teitb Food and &*& 

%fc* ¥° l .^gettwg to. fiwead a^ 

TaWcfor the Fowls of the Air, 1 . 

* ■' ■•'■■'' K 3 vrhb 
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Ij8 An %%so 
Ser. VI.*ho lighten i 
V/W tier tile provk 

rifi ami fa 4 

f/ii. OV.i2.it 

Dinner upon la 

of Water, «nd 

ja a Bujhi are 

way; *s : tlw 

Vnl?: . v. -■ :-..:" 

Tite: HV. iW? Trni,. fi-m fim Hf 
■ *w». ■ : : - . 

p>9 >>•<«*» tW* s <» *;*MI»M>#! 
*>1mwj : .-.•:•' '- .-.-' •" *! 

;,W* 8«S brf»eiit«W 1*» V ^W 
•f ZHfrqtim, .to a*afc« mrarf! 
Chrifti^i'5.e^» fiit-*fg,*f Hits 
£Wn Ear ta he fiiatclic a3ifro«' 
nwf «£ awl vyhtrgjiad fljalLWe" faocV 
/«({/ ■Sulmiatkr^tfiink^mli 
Sivm'- ;WiitB A»»B ieafciaw. 
vw» fl»Dtmt1K;*lltt*r^iKare«; 

LukeiL ctnesrn'd. «!»«;. tite^»o"r(!ft»e 
«ri* *(rtt/f fir Jit Khd-mt-nii 

K.mi.2.tf M ,bg r Mi :-jKm(JK anbnrti'yir 

(■;■;/ £ >i Should 



thtt>ut) of Sj'ngijjo. . J99 
Should lmojcr tie Aieaas ofSer. vi. 
Grace, the Hopes ,of filet? i theiyW 
Bletkgs -that ftrUg oat of the 
Earth, a^tholct^tcotte down 
from Heaven ; the Cpmfarts and 
Eireftions of his Word; the He- 
frclhment of hisQrdinaiices";, the 
Kipalom arMeo-enjoys in Peace of 
Conicieace i the treayen iipoii 
Earth foretafted.in. the Jos of. 
the HolyChoft; the Triumphs of 
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HUros 'toitiiioVd upon »U >Oea»». Vfe 

lions and Subject!;. DoarinaVProiVVV 
jheticaV Hortatoryy-ma^HUM, 
-Sal's-*! Jraift-MidiiBfar**-*! 
GnffwKH&y* i» ' tlle ,ftatai*i 
and Goiplainihej, in the i iTrinm-i 
phal awf Rejoicing:: ja if linging 
of Plalms corild ftknd &r ewry 
tning,;a!*J.la>e'tl«: Mum* in the 
W&edrV;, haie-siTi* «CmB;*S 
othenS'ofld; w©enjoj:ia the Hoofc 

pf GOti. '..'!■•') tu'jTjui'i v'i: ! ':: 

So that tisii BjUJithatifcam* 
dedgn'd ',« reach -many >Bnd* ac 
once-; and fitted to ajove and raise 
;tbe MiBdvtoftiMnijeseiiejlijithe: 
'Siiscesj to excite ourjjoy, josd:,** 
vent out Grief., if is not. only. 



sw.yc 



Allowance milft indeed tcftia<fc 
fcrtheConftkitionsof (owe, and 
the Jrftttfcitetf <3rtef in'otlwre, 
and the different degrees of TSrace, 
and ifisff eSgth' of "Harare ; yet 
itmaft he adrtiowledg'd that this 
BUty hat rtttov'd Grief frof*' 
*i»e, or todtllereturt'd it infer 
a Settor thaiftWt »'.». from itrnM- 
ty Ssrrifo that ior\ltti Dedtk, ttito 
study Sorrrib ttiM w odttt) £epe*timer 
•mtiZifr. Has taken off the cor-" 
jofiwFretOf worldty CroHes an* 
Bffajipohitbitate, • ■ a «t ' tiirn'd - K 
into i fliffre'genoto and healing 
Grief t 'tvMt&has eisMed CtirlC 
tlansWdTOJvthoreTeaJrsih Joy, 
tkatVKSK raisV) by: SerWw ; "M4 
to vent tbw agreeahle XMnfuftan 
of Paflions, which the Cheqhep^ 
work of Providence *ies fciKe- 
times throw them into. As**«ti- 
Sorrow 



r-atBttfifStn'iifshiS »*j. 

Sorrow had SIltfttoltWiofiMffil. vi. 
BifMi, at th(? partlni'with th* t?VSl , 
Mifcr, and yet r«Ji« and 0<nt 
rfiV. was'theU^heWtttaoj; 
this w'aJ "tTie'<JrduiiiiWthe«. , jaio» 
a>" clife'aff with.' Si) tWft "W 
Ate this Fjame, went out ■filjjstag 
towards the fl»/>, asfomtf dfow 
Martyr i hare donstowards afraid 
3d fited is this Doty to aB tha 
various Sallys of an obly Soft) ft 
feSoM »M purin*i the PalRoAC 
and Afftftions it draws for* If 
that while the Joys of the Wicked . 
are bot Sparks oT their own kin* 
cUing,.or an expiring Blaje, this 
loy, like the Fire from Hearer* 
oFold, ' does' both' kindle 'the tli- 
crikce,' and carry, it up. along- 
with it. v ' ' ' J. 

fhis Pnty and this Frame Ante 
ncedsfliofrenoiirw'ay to Hearaij 
and take off 
ear JottrMy 
reh, as 'fine 
i.'ifierij, by, 1 
deed itijbet 
aliy hoflhrlia. 
lhaythaifts 
mflnrnTurW 
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4» jP#»a *&*t*mi* *o 

Pr^tice 4»d ; Iforac, they da qj£ 
.iQVly ai>d .iajoroidy dta& their 
Crofe 4k>ng r a$ if , vesc'djhat tfoets 
is any fuch. Uiipg a$ a Croft, in 
Chri&s Religipn: bi^tithey.fcem 
cheerf ujly to rppavtay with k to- 
ward Heaven upon this ConGde- 
tation* hecaufe gnat is the CUry 
ef God j, becaufe of the farmer* 
txc&djng 4ttd ttcruaL Ww$t\qf 
Glvry. - v.;, 

§.4. I fhall prefs the Exhorta- 
tion*, from tjpe Horkoyrthrt &fd b& 
fut upon this Ordinance of Jingkg 
the Divint Truifts. * ^ 

v Tbeji^dg^ent of Qad ^£€- 
wording to Trutjr, and'tfsaty^ur 
peril* that you, flight, ornegl^a, 
V thinfe. meanly of a Thjty . that, 
Qod has pert fuch an Honour upon : 
Hpnoui$ th^t feem# defigij'd^lo* 
fb&w 9 atnpug^otber ead<^, ,h'ow 
iauc& he is ^cjncern'd for f ix f '&*< in 
it, and wb^t w&may exp^/rpt*it- 
., * He 



.. iie. has hononrM it wit* moft'S^r. VI, 
fend' gfpetrimtMs of hirotetf;' ' he C/V>& 
OHmfelf defcchded, and OTd Hie 
:-7«wp/#-«itb €Jrr't^rQovd % as the 



tttrV W (Am f/w Honfc'was fFd 
With * Cloud, ft that the Tritjls 
.coiddiut fiartd tomimfier by rtttfon 
if the (fttuL, fbr the Glory of the 
lord RtCd the Hotft of God. 

God has crowji'd it with eminent 
jSwcw^andBleflines: JehoftphMt't 
Sixers went before the Army. 
pratfing the Beauty of HoUnefti, and 9 Chroo. 
.their Eneniys pew one another j3EX. a i, 
andheafcrib'dliisVidory more to 
the Divine Song, than to the Mili- 
tary Sword. 

a of 

Con- 
vert^ 
(Na- 
:art: 

i flwa*. 

'** 

and 



' , it has oeefl 
Jcfl. $f Satan*! 
tk>ji v and.tl 

ife.'EBfinjf < 
oftr'Salvatioa- 
fay, that'*/* 
its " 



Mirms and Conf-tjfirs toov aj :: 
li as tV othej 1 farts of OW no*. . 



Memii^kuj; -'. The following 1 
ftajacef win at le^Jt 'fhaw it 'mighty 
Valuefor.UlisOrdjn>Ate'. ; ♦ 
. , '. lii the Reign pf ^vlU* the jfin- 
aV ,"J?W», wbcnthe-Orrfcfc of ,T)a$hhc . 
" (or they ttet manag^Htj .waS4rf? , 
Dr.CaTc'/turb'd that; '.the Bonds' ptjt'tttyte 
ijfi tfBt- the Martyr, lay fo near. it ; .thf 
**" p&jftians were order'd t6 remove ■ 
them, 



<*£# fife?? bf> %M^\ ft 6 A &f 

theA f * a«^- *f1iedJ»-!is\ •*• goiity&t. Vf: 
ywftijg; Man, at * the Head of the c^vS> 
Gtopafift'brdagti* a-waylfi* Oflfay 
/fegH%$ -*t*f wdtfc that wrtt ft* 
PfSfch-'ftfcfcViW i'fclkSfe >*& -Tald, 

/>&•*?* • hndgei.']* Jitiidn- ^\vitt^6{ 
toirimafJded -tife Riflgleader to be 
ap'pM^Hded^'twafrdAriei T%rt~ 
«f*wis Jete'dy abd tW**'*-'6««f 
Mo»«ft^«» -Might witfi V*rf*tyW 
igiparallora Croelty*,' 'ta£'i.S&[ 
ceffion of frelh Torroentsritfi V *na 
tho he was fiafeeri dp fifo finding a 
Pfclm 4n eoHtctupt bt &&■ Entf*> 

updtf the $W*> «B0ft^Tor^«i^: 
tdts-ptjfing fc&i'orf'evter^ fide, 4? 
cot&naVtwitk acheaTf*lGo^i>te-• 
IMace t©^ 'fing the fkuft «Vef again, • ■ • • • 
QmfiuHdid bf aB thty that vnfrSnf 
gr#v*rTm*pi\ '■vtf&ebtHer te'that ^ :; .' ' 
erf; P^fi^ • who} ' ^ ; -^»/<» pa&tt ; '. , * 
byv!VtouWfiAg'f/^CXVs4. TW-u,:...-.., ... 

JMs wSifotr atitt*Goldy tbeWvrh » 

0f'Mor,fIMt* ', 4&}tk*t tJuWthcm •-"".» A' 
artftkf#ht» s t1im l .-> and tfto^Q Cob^ " ,v '"• ■"■* 
riiaade*ffe> be fflrilt, efpedalty 

wfiftl r*he : EtoferOr paft\l %^ fee- 1 

&a$<>frFf«l. LXVHI. 4 . . itt- G«A- 
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fO? Alt BiHOCTA'Tjttji'Jo 

S«r. Vt «•■/(, **< l«. 
<jey\!icr'd. Eorag'. 

/far command 

before him,,* 

was jill bloody 
. as the highsft 

to her 'Houfe 

fine with thoi 

Behaviour in t 

•Haute, 1 mei 

Inftanceof a. 2 

this part pf hi 

of pfalms. ■■.-, , , ■ vn.i 

; The, Value of the. .Primitive 

Chrlftians for this JRuty yt&\$> 

gteat».thatwhefl.thev. meti? flfe 

Ereateli. Dangers, and in the Sighs. 

this neverthelefs made a pa*t Qt : 
Plin. Ep. their Wprlhip : And by one Jjhat 
adTnj. liv'd near the fectn4._Ceiiiury h ;yK: 

are told, that 'twas .//>«»' ab«n£ 
ai"**", the Marks of \ChrifiM, ..**;&?. 
53jy was«» th*M/ilGe4,pitjiJ%dty-' 

Alex. tha^thebflySovllef thatxiwi ytrc. 
■A« J» «W*«l*^' >'#1f« , MrJCJWjkV 
tw, viam-'piefetfting . fihjpHf to Gad* VlkfiP&~ 

'•} mr ing ifAs- . Praife. is ; #e>;srsOh 
T^X™ Breath of;the ; new, Creators, j*l 
ffito3i,Q»'it eyer.be. wholly Jtopt . jk Ifc 
'ib. «. .... living 



JJRing^SqpU.^w^ tht XigbteomStr-Vl 

#ffiup ( the \Yorldis cafl'tUpaa*™^ 

$jK&f.,(b', ■ tipou'4 be' tt'rangp for 

..Jimitti my Cage* q-d-. it's the 
feioryof a.good Man, that whefl 
Iiis.Mind is tim'd,.his Soul can gp 
up fl$h ijis Song, and Is able to 
^noupt' above the Attraction of 
worldly Pleafures, and the Inrpref- 
fionof worldly Occurrences, glo-i 
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th* Pit; if $ixot*g. ait 

gairift this Wu. ho wonder, botSer. VI- 
the manner of: knanaging their t-^yx* 
Qppoiitioa was remarkable, and 
the Alarm that ; it gaye them. 
*Twa$- reprefented to the .£«»£, BewHift. 
that .the Chunk wm jMftgr, aiSjEccl- *: , 
that the Magijtr** was going to ™J* 
be depo^'d, and that theXwr/)iw<«*j ' £ 
^ere' raffing, Sedition^ . becaufe ' 
they firng Flalms j tho the Pfal ms 
fer- the Kings M*jifty,- and the 
Profperity of the Kingdom were- 
adwHys-fiuigfirfl:: Whereupon the. 
findng^of walfca-waeptonihijei 1 
all the Kingdom over. ' "'' v 
- But their uftal Methods of Force 
and Violence were not the Only 
Opposition they made to shU Or- 
dinance ~ :$ rtJftne Songs" were - \n~^ 
ceurajfldy CmuUm ztitinMiiftftte 
bhm^ntitttaiiheFfclil a#rimf-iX£.: 
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nor an 
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executed accordingly. But not- 
withftanditig tiiefc DecUratioas, 
and the Severity with which they 
wera executed, fo vatt a cumber 
continu'd to fine Pfsilms both in 
their Houfes and elfewhere, that 
thofe Judges who had any Remains 
of Honour or Conference*' were 
aJham-d to execute always the 
, Severity of theft ££& t Yet they 
continu'd ia -feu force, and as the 
Terfecutie* encreas'd, they redou- 
bled the rigorous Execution . of, 
thde Prohibitions againft ftnging 
of Pfalms. 

Among others, 'twaV a noble. 

TeftinKHiyiKwa to this Ordinance 

by 



thtDuti tf SiHp.iji c^ aij 

by .anAriifMi, of the Town of Ser. vt 
Atfrw Ui the tW Laitgutioc i V*^C^ 
Wheji , ah 0#«r fhew'd hini the 
Declaration agaimt Cueing Pfilms, 
Be confounded the Adverfiry* tjy 
Gihfcrjbing at the bottom no other 
Anfwer -thfm this, .with his own 
Hand : P61.XXX1V. i, / wMhUfi 
the Lord *i "aS times, his.TratJi 
paS 64 corititfaaBy in nsy Jtioutb. 

;'■■ In their terpen: 
. "Jamais ne Ceflerai, ' 
De Ma^ifier, le Seigneur, 
En maBouche aural Ton Hflneut • 
Tant que vivant fcraj. "■'' 

," Tate W'Brady: l ; l 
'thro all the, changing Scenes of 
Life, ' 

In Trouble^ or in yoy t 
The Pruifes if myGed Jfciff JftU 

Afy.feeart and Tongue, tmf lay, " '••'. 



1 

\ §pr. VI. I may be alio wM to mention,^ 

%j£jfMa* fint " cr Inftaficeof *i mighty 
^fA**/^ value for this Ordinance, theiV*- 
tfQuBgfi.flc of Orange ; who when the nie* 
Janchoty Nem was brought them 
thit they were abandoned to tip 
French Cruelty without Relief, and 
that they totdt leave their Habi- 
tations and Country, they were 
refold to part with a Pfatm .* 
and judging it to be the laft Li- 
berty they fhould h^ve^of aittem- 
bUng in tie Churchy thither they 
all repair in Crowds, and melting 
Into Tears v The Minificr, who 
preach'd that - day, caus'd the 
Lift Pfalm to he lung kneeling •, 
Sing they would, tho they were 
interrupted with a great many 
Sighs, and Sohs andTears. . 

Shall they ling thus in the Fur- 
nace of Affliftion, and glorify 
. God in the midft of the Fires ? 
Shall they not onlyjoffer the Sacri- 
fice of Praife, but make themfehres 
a Sacrifice rather than omit it? 
And will not their Singing up* 
braid our Silence and 2Segle& ? 
Blefled be God we are not calTd 
to be Martyrs * for the Ordinance^ 

fc nor 



fl&ttfrjkgtbe Songs ef the Lor£ ifrSer* VL 
* ftrtnge L*nd+ and in the want *-/*WJ 
of all things : Nay in the want of 
&tt things (fays a great Soul) 
fhonld we pratfe the Lord j tho 
he has tak*n away every thing 
eftfe, if W hath not taken away 
Himfilfv wbo' is greater and bettetf 
than AH. x But where God has 
^iven all things pertaining to Life -> 

and <3odlIriejr$, anil fiDM the 
Mouth frith good things, 'tis that 
the Lips fliould fhow forth his 
Praiffii' fdt but 1 Perfonal, ^Family 
aftd PuWick Mercys, in Secret, id 
private, and in publick. 

( f .) Sometimes fecretfyj *nd *- 
leneby our felves. David had hifc 
Songs in the 'Night, when alone j 
and feveral of his PfaLms feeni 
compos'd for his own frivate Ufe : 
And the ApeJHe&ys, If any Man^ 
any particular Man by himfelf, he 

merry, let him fing Pfalms. The 
Voice of 'Praife will fweeten Re-* 
threment, perfanie the Clofet, and 
bring down the bell of Company 
to ti$, or carry up. our Souls to 
that which is fo : This has been 
fotmd* by many a poor Sufferer, 

L a 



si8 An Exhort ATioN,/ff 
Ser. VI. a ftrong Confolation in their dark 
tyWand folitary Dungeons and r frV 
fons. 

CO *: 

competent I 
ees. This 
mily-Wor 
Chriftians, 
ment of . 
j«pTil- words are 
lotfon'* « mily-W 

fSEf* to keep alive a fenfe of Goj3 
rte/tffofl. " and Religion in the Minds of 
" Men, that I fee not how any 
" Family, that neglects it, can to 
" reafon be efteem'd a Family of 
*■* Chriftians, or indeed to hayC 
u any Religion at all. And fingt 
ing Pfalms makes a refrelhing en- 
livening part of that Worflnjfc 
where it can be decently pcf- 
form'd. That this was the Prac^ 
tice of the Primitive CHrifi'ifii, 
appears from feveral Teltimonys 
produced by the learned Author 
Parr II. of the Enquiry into the Cenftita$o% 
c. i. And DifcipUne of the Primitive 
Gem. Cjurch : They fung Pfalms at thek 
Alex. Meals, and at their Feftivals. Ter- 
titUim inveighing agaioft Marriage 
* ■'" 'with 
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with Unbelievers, from the pfe-Ser. VI* 
jwiice fircK an unequal Yoke 'would t-^V>J 
be to I^mily/Religion, takes par- 
firirar notice . of this Branch of lt, : 
6f,/iriging * Claims : HPW far and 
Jtiifvordmufi Vanity and Prhfanenefs 
he to this heavenly Mujtck of a Soul 
divinely, tw^d? And afterwards 
deftripioe the Happy f Pair whom ' A . 
toye aha, Religion have united^ 
fie'^jjitibfts thft Part ambng f the* w . 
6ther Harmo,nys' of fuch a Condi-. 

ffon, "that 'ibey'jing together (fup- T r& Ul 
tbfing /Ability) as Heirs, of the 7. 1 
Grqce ^f£iff'y neither their Prayers, 
nor: their ffidrns werj x hindered.- 
Tftfewas^fohiierly more thePrac- 
Uicfeof good, People, than 'tis now ; 

fttfigionwas not fo unfafhionable v 
a thing. 

\ One of the Minifiers, in a £*r*- ' 
Wl-Sermon, \ : tells his Hearers, * 
u Ttfi'i /he-coifd renjember the* 
44 time whBn a Perfon, jt>ri a Lord'4 M 
u *Ihj) jhight'hear a continued | 
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u read the ScriptnreS} TJottfiey 
«-*sBelTof at, wTro^Hy-; am 

" read; and- iing Hahfts: r arld 
" ChrifUar»ft6uM l c«Yet-eatl*(t- 
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« lythe belt Gifts- This washisfa. vy 
Own daily Pra&ice, which hemapUhfV 
aag'd fo as to make it a Plea£ur^ 
«pd not a Task to Children and 
Servants \ feldom long, never tc* 
dious : for he had an excellent Fa- 
culty of rendring Religion the 
molt fWeet and amiable Imploy- 
ment in the World. 

It's a Trifle to objeft we are 
afraid of beipg overheard, and 
that we Ihall only entertain the 
Banter of a fcofgng World. In- 
deed a prudent Akin will order h<s 
Aflairs with Diftretion, and Wif- 
dom is profitable to direft \ bat 
tacaminc, whether this is not be- 
ing alham'd of God and his Way. 
May not your Eiample and Prac- 
tice do good toothers? Has not 
: your own Heart been warm'd 
and afe&ed when you have gone 
by and heard a Family fo im- 
ployU? I fhall only add, That if 
P*uL and Sttas had been afraid of 
being overheard, the Jailor might 
neare&fcave been converted. 

f (f») Axtokt wwr Glirfy and fmg 
$$ Gtd in Publich) with tht united 
iftbt Cwtig4pim* Let m 

£ 3 /'~+~*m 
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- iBe' this the >B*rden4fy<nir £*& - 

' .'CK 1 v fnll tffcfylyfbiifaht- A«tf-?.i 

./*!? rofco f o Ifrkel*} Trrfo M**g, " 

• nh'e God'ef IftatelV 7W,/* w«r«/. 

■ Pfal. • 'fate 
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: I clofe all with an Addtfefc to 

tWd forts of Terfori^ r i - . - 

;- Hr^ ? Tou that are yat imfitiif- 
ffd and- pnednvine'd, have a catte 
t>f a cenforiousj^iVg- Spirit* tot 
Teproachfiil Language : don't: give 
•way to ahy Eftrangednefs worn 
your Brethren up6ii>tfci$ accotnc 
itoiir differing" Opinion- in "--this' 
Matter ought hot* td drivt you 
from the Commuftion of thofethat 
pra&ife Singing •, becaufe you are 
not forced to iing with them, bat 

may be meditatiag 7 ail the whiie v 
and, beeaufc of -rtftp indifftenfibte 
XHxty all Chriftians are bnder; to 
allow each other the Liberty df 
Confidence. If a Congregation 

lhould 
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r tke Duty of 8 1 N g ing»' . f »|.| 

fcould be 1 equally divided for, andgfer. V{. 
againft thia j I can fee /io Reafb n T ~ 
. wliy; t&eoae fhould fay . to the o-* 
t&er^ you (hall not Gng, while the 
Singers do not force it upon the 
RStuJfeijSfc but according to Rule, 
Lfrtvid thpn that are otberwifi mind- 
edi tjlijGiidJbaU reveal it $ and yet 
wk$rt£* we b*ve attained walking to* 
geihtr* lam not utterly a Stran- 
ger to the Twiftings and Turnings 
us'd to evade this \ but be open 
t& Convj&ion: Strain .not for 
Difticultys : Do apt ; raakean hard 
fltifc to remain unfeiisfy'd, while* 
Smb£. may. without Cenfure be fup-' 
pos ? d to pra&ife many things ia 
Religion upon lefs Evidence and 
weaker Proof. . Omit not the Me- 
thods of Information* . Reading, 
Prayer and C^nverfej and wben 
your Obje&ions are fairly an- 
fwerM, let not Prejudice or Cuf- 
tom ffcep up to the Breach, and 
maintain the Ground againft a 
frieadly Attack v io ' yielding to 
whieto yo^afteirwards fee Rcafoq 
to fing a Triumph over yourowA 
Defeat 

Youc 



**4 ^ EXHOUT ATION to 
Ser. VI. You that are fuisfy% let not 
L/Wyour Souls be imtunU by any 
flights that may be put upon it by 
the Profane on the one hand, or 
the Miftakcn on the other. It 
founds odd to you, the making it 
a Qpeftion, whether we {hould 
iing God r s Praifes or no ? but let 
it not furprize you that this Or * 
dinance has its Enemys. Exercife 
a Candour and Love towards thofe 
you count miftaken j and tho you 
cannot, muft not carry it fo far 
as to facrifice a plain Duty to their 
Prejudice, neither let your Zeal 
for one Duty eat up the otter of 
Charity and Forbearance* Be true 
to your own Principles, aid allow 
a Latitude to others. 

Let your gracious Frairie, 4ind 
ferious manner of perfbrfth%'it, 
and your fpiritual Improvement 
by it, do an Honour to the Ordi- 
nance, and recommend it to o* 
thers. 

Always admire the Grace and 
Goodnefs of God in a Mediator* 
that does not difdain to accept of 
fuch Praifes as ours. Admire that 

any 
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.any -thing *e ato' 4 do- fhotdd; be Sa^w. 
caird Service, and that any thing *^ ^ , 
vfe can fay ftionld W catfd JV4&. ' 
When the Sons of. the Morntogftm. 
)&? ^etJ!«rv 5 arift«diititWiany: fur- 
roundliis, Throne with iMrfpotted 
fiallelujafe y . yet • ^6 fly? t© a 
Worm, Let me hear tty'Fefa, for Oat. lu- 
lls tleafit. Certainty this is to 14. 
the end that my Glory \fhovtd not 
h fiftnU but Jhould ftng and gtve 
Praife. With Davids Refolve j 
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I2ST pv«/&£ <?«*> nfttf he ffc 
longs. ..,-, 
«*£ Brtiitb, IjttM' thkt Breath 

imfloy: 
And join Devotion to my Songs, 
Sincere as is in him my Joy. 
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!• WbUe t ,Sintim : from- E*ritfs face 
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Joitf Oovfirt. and hit' Fnifo pt& 
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£0 KS lately Printed and Sold 
by N-Clrjfe at the Candliftlcl 9 
the lower End of Cheaffide^ 
xsatXht Old Jury; - 

TH E Hiftosy of England, from the 
beginning' of the Reign of- queen 
j4«i*, to the Conclufion of the glorious 
Treaty of Union between England and 
Scotland. Comprehending all the me- 
morable Tranfaftions (Publick and Pri-j 
vate) both at Home and Abroad, with 
the Proceedings at large, of botlr Parlia- 
ments in relation to t'fe Union, and all . 
the remarkable Speeches*hat have1>eea 
made, on that and other Occasions, finee 
herMajefty's Acceffion.to tfteTtirone; - 

A Conffeffion of Faith at the publick 
Ordination of Thomas' Bradbury^ London* 
July the jofib, tyo^. With an Exhorta- 
tion to Minifters and People; * By Mr« 
J. Shotoer. ' ' • 

The Welfare *f Ifrael coifidefi : In two 
Sermons on the £ifth of November, 1705, 
and 1706. With a Thankfgiviiig Ser- 
p6n at Stepney, June 27. 1706* By Tbo, 
Bradbury. '• - 

Sermons on fevtral 1 SCibWIs, «^> of 
Pride > Luxury, A Idleriefs, ^Unmerciful- 
iiefs j of tindfcaftrie&, -of fiitfffe Punift- 
inenfs and Rewards, of Education, of 
theKnowledg of Gody of the Serac'e 
of Clod, and of Sincerity andChearful-r 
nefs therein j and feveral other ufefuli 
Su'bjefts, Being the 5th Volume. By! 
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Books Sold by N. CliflPe. 

J. Cen<tnt ; D. D. PubWh'd by .John Lord 
Biihop of Cblchefitt. N.B. In k Sort 
time will be pubUfnM the' Sixth And 
Laft Volume,- to which will beached 
the Author's Life* 

A Mechanical Account of the Non- 
NatuwLls; being a brief ,£xp]£catiqn. of 
the Changes made in Human Body $. by 
Air, Diet, fat.' together with ~an En- 
quiry into th^ Nature and Ufe oi Baths 
upon the fame Principles, To which is 
prefix'd, tjae poftrine of Animal Se- 
cretion iafeveralPropofitioris. By Jer'* 

i A G$wfr\j jS^tory pf all Voyages 
and Travels throughout the ; Old aqd 
New World, frpm the firit Ages to this 
prefent Time* itfuftrating, both the an- 
tient aniif^odern Geography ; contain- 
ing, an ,^ccufate Pefcription of each 
Country* &s na^ral Itiffojy and,Pro- 
duft $> the RsUgi^n* CuJf pms, Miners* 
Trade, &*• ™ tne Inhabitants, ana 
whatfpe.Mer is remarkable and curious in 
^nykind. Ao Account of all Difcoye? 
rys.hjtohwto piade in tbe ciaft ^npte 
Parts^ gnd the [great Ufefulnefc or nich 
Attempts, for improving- both natural 
ind^xpefii^talrPb^ophy, * With a 
Catateguegf al}^uthjprs4^t hawever 
drt&rifeW; any W of t^Wgrld, afe im r 
partial Judg^en^and Crlticilfn on Vheit 
Works, foridifeerijyig between the repu- 
table and/*Wou§ Rclaters ; and an i^x- 

ttaft^fviheX/yesiof i& ( iwftccftifidei.'a- 
hUtl Tr&yellefp. ; Sy ,MonfieW« mwr, (>f 
tlio^oyal Acadetoy'. "Mfcctelfoiglifh frohn 
the Fork Edition, 
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